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N reading and reuiewi 
& ay the manifolde diſtourſes and frmous 
wor kt of ſundry worthie writers, (right 
LV Worſhipfull ) ſome tranſlated out of 
French, Italian, and fome reduced in- 
to our Engliſh tung, by learned Lari - 
, teſtes and Grecians, ( whoſe ſtudies 


* 


ua labours benefites a multitude) 1 
happened on a book written to Rodolphus the ſecond,( a mighty, 
graue and wiſe Emperour ) which book treated on ſo many mar- 
ters, and touched with quick conceites and ſentences, ſuch a num- 
ber of rare arguments and politicke deniſes, that it ſeemed not 
only a regiſter wit, but a naturall Ie of knowledge, 


gathered and collected out of the higheſt and dtuine ſpirites of 
Philoſophie, the value and varietie of the worke is ſo excellent: 

that it argues of it ſelfe to be a rich ſtore-houſe of precious com- 

poundes, fraught and furniſhed full of deep inſight and profound 

reaſons. Then to hide or keep ſecret the ſame worke, were an un- 

pardenable error, and a wilfull offence and fault commuted a- 

gainſt the common ſocietie of men, that dayly and hourely are 
nouriſhed and fedde with the ſweet and ſugred taſte of Hiſtories, 

and underſtanding of true nouelties, penned out with painefull 

ſtudie, and printed to exerciſe Wiſe indgements with matters of 
great moment. So under your fauour good Sir, the hope of your 
42 towardnes 


— — 


T he Epiſtle 


towardnes and good bringing vp, and the deſire I ſuppoſe you 
haue to aduannce learning and good letters, (the ſenſible ſap of 
He) commaunds me by a bond of cauſes, to honor you with a 
work not only worthy the reading, bus kkewiſe worthie the no- 
ting and bearing in minde, a burtben ſo pleaſant to embrace and 
deleftable to carry in memory, as ſhall unload and make light a 
heauie hart, and diſcharge a waighty imagination of diſquiet 
thoughts. For the diſſoluing of doubts, and diſcouering of ſecret 
ſentences: breedes alightſomnes in man, and puts away the wea- 
rines of time, and labour of the ſpirites, ſuch care and foreſight 
of our commoditie had oun fore-fathers and auncient writers, 
that alwaies they filled the Printers ſhops full of great wollumes, 
and maintained the worldes knowledge with an innumerable 
number of bookes, and neuer in any age boobęs were more ſought 
for and better eſteemed( if the authors therof be of ſound iudge- 
ment) then intheſe our floriſhing daies, where flowing wittes a- 
bound and reapes the reward of well dooing and vertuous diſpo- 
ſerion. The praiſe;preferments,great fame and good fortunes they | 
bane found: is ſuch a gazing glaſſe to looke in, that thouſands | 
therby ſeek after vertue and learning, to ſhun the yebuke of vici- 
ons idlenes and floath, none more diſliked then ignorant Idiots, 
nor more admired then the wort hie witsof our world. Who is not 
abaſhed to follow a painted ſhadowe? and who takes not great glo- 

to Waite where ſome ſubſtance is looked for? though the wiſe 
for thei wiſedome are enuied of the fooliſh, yet the fond for their 
folly are derided and pointed at by all kinde of people, wiſdome is 
honoured in his meaneſt attire, and fondnes is 525 corned in his 
braueſt garments, the bare preſentation of the honorable, brings 
gladrnes to the beholders, and the proud pomp of the vain-glori- 
aus, are both ircheſome and diſdamed, golde is more made off for 
bis goodnes then his cullour, and men look more into the perfelt- 
nes of things then to the outward apparance, this book though it 
be — common 1777 yet was it not penned in ordinarye 
diſcourſes, it ſpreadeth it ſelf like a tree that hath many braun- 
ches, where on ſome bowe is greater then another, and yet the 


fruite 


e 
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fruit of them all are alike in taſte, becauſe no ſoure crabbes were 


er affed where ſweet Apples ſhould grawe, nor no bitter Oranges 


can be gathered where ſweet — — are planted, the ex- 
cellency of this fruit, muſt be ſencibly felt and taſted with a yell 
ſeaſoned minde and iudgement, and the delicatenes thereof muſt 
be chewed and chawed with a choſen and ſpecial ſpirite of un- 
derſtanding, not arcedily mumbled vp and eaten as a wanton 
eates Peares that neuer were pared, Philoſophie and farre fet- 
ched knowledge may not be handled and entertained like a Can- 
terbary tale, nor ved like a riding rim» of fir T op-t5,(this ſpo- 
len tothe generall mdgements of wen for I know to whoſthands 
this woork is commended, and I doubt not the vſcge therof, be- 
cauſe I ſee ſome good ſparkes of a noble Father, ſhining in the 
eyes of a happie Senne, wherefore this booke needes not feare 
( 4s hope and beleeue) who barketh againſt it, nor the writer 
thereof ( if he were aliue) neeeds not to doubt who looketh on 
his labours, for generally and abſolutely (in a moſt louing phraſe 
and manner) he bountifully hath imparted his ſecrets te a mul- 
ritude,and beſtowed a great deale of thankefulpaines on the wiſe, 
sf the worlde be not ingrate and forgetfullof a good turn offred, 
he ſetteth foorth to ſale,no ſpeeches farſſed full of fables, but pre- 
enter h to ourgujewe in an open manger ) beapes of hidden ſe- 
— that ee e venerable een did euer — 
before, and in a manner leaues neither pc, mar re. pollicy, prac- 
rice nor any thing vntouched, that is fit for a publike ſtate or 
common weale to knowe, his golden booke beautified with a thou- 
ſand graces, is tranſlated out of the Italian tung, though not in 
ſuch beauty as becomes the grauitie thereof, yet ſtripped gentlye 
out of his gaye garments, it is ci othed and plaincly apparelled in 
ſuch comely weeds and cleane roabes,as euery parte and proporti- 
on of the booke may eaſily be ſeene and well perceined, and albeit 
that a fine Italian in an Engliſh groce gaberdine is not faſhioned 
in all formes to pleaſe euery ſtrangers fancye, yet the perſonage 
may be paſſable when all comelines is ved for the ſetting forth of 
the ſame. Thus preſuming that Francis Sanſſouino is no whit 
A ; disfigured 
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figured to walke openly in ſuch Engliſh habit as is found fitte 
for him crauing fauour that he peak his omne minde ) 1 
hope you of curteſie will let him paſſe through our Countrey, that 
all kinde of people may ſee and heare what opinion he was of; in 
matters of ſtate and mighty affaires of this worlde, the booke is 
dedicated wnto you, for many good conſiderations, one is that by 


your meanes a ſecond life "7 e breathed into Sanſouinoes col- 


lettions through your good liking, and being reuiued (or awake- 
ned out of a long ſleep ) when it lay dead from our common know- 
ledge,it may ſhewe ſome ſuch ſingular ſpirit: as ſhall reioice both 
men of greateſt capacitie and meaneſt 1ndgements, ſo commit- 
ting the worthines of the matter to your cenſure and protection, 
( — hoping my good will and good meaning ſhall be well ac- 
cepted) 7 * my leaue, leauing you to the Alan of God, 
and to indge fanonrably of my boldenes, and wiſhing 
you encreaſe of woorſhip and credit, 
exen ſuch as your ſelfe can 
deſire. 


Yoursat commaundement it that 
he may. 
Robert Hichcock. 


— — re ER. 7 


E Franciſco Sanſouino to the Empe- 
rour Rodolph the ſecond, 


Oſt happicand fortunate Emperour, there is nothing more 

neceſlary for a Prince in this world the Hiſtoties, for ſo much 
as being the mirrours & maiſters of our life: they ſhew and teach 
vs what the gouernment of a cittie and Prouince 2 to be, what 
lawes we oughtto inſtitute & cauſe our ſubiects to obſerue, in what 
manner to increaſe & maintain diuine worſhips,in what fort to ex- 
erciſe morall vertues, and ho to reape benetit of counſell in our 
affaires of importance : heerof it came to paſſe, that hiſtorics were 
called of wiſe men moſt noble, for their antiquitie, for ſo much as 
by them werecczuethe creation ofthis huge worlde,and the origi- 
nall of mans generation. For their perpetuitie: becauſe they haue 
endured with the world, and ſhall continually endure,alwaics wii- 
ting vp humaine Actions, for the benefit of our poſteritie. For their 
dignitie: in reſpect they be fit to be read and known, as the proper 
art and ſcience of Emperours, of Kings, of common weales,and of 
great Lords and captaines, for their generalities: conſidering that 
in hiſtories we finde written, in euery tung, in euerie Prouince, and 
in euerie age, thoſe things that haue falne out eit her well or euil. 
For their iuſtice: becauſe they do honour and diſhonour, whoſoe- 
uer doth merite & deſerue the ſame: giuing due praiſe to the excel- 
lencie of vertue & valour, and diſpraiſe to the vile filth of vice and 
idlenes For their ſubiect : for that they do entreate of great things, 
the acts of great men which they haue accompliſhed to the intent 
to enlarge, to preſerue, and to ſway rule. For their end: becauſe the 
_ is no other, thẽ to —— trueth to — For — — 

r the making vs to Ide thinges paſt, we ma entlye 

their meanes foreſee that which its to — and — it came — 
paſſe in former & auncient time, many excellent Princes and Em- 
perours not content with 1 had gotten through their 
wiſe aud valiant acts did greatlye deſire alſo to ioyne vnto their 
name this other glory, that is · eloquently to haue written hiſtories, 
as did Auguſt us, after hum: Adrianus,and finally Gordianus the pre- 
deceſſours of your Maieſtic. To this therfore hauing applied my 
ſtutlie, not to obſerue onely what the cuntries,the mountaines,and 


the 


i 
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the rivers and floydsofthis re ee to haue Knowledge how 
embaſſages were ſtut, t Parlaments, of the managing and hand- 


ling of affaires, or to vnderſtand the voyages of armies, their order 


in ranging batraifes, their encamping, their Stratagems, theit be- 


ſeegings, their expugnations & theit victories, but rather to drawe 
and ſuck out of all theſe particular things, the lap; the-ſiveete and 
marrow, reducing them into precepts, for the commoditie of great 
perſons, that being otherwiſe buſied, neither haue they time, nei- 
ther can they well, continually apply thẽſelues in reading ot hiſto- 
ries, which was the onely motiue that made me take in hand this 
took,wherinto if any prince or gouernour will looke, he may | 
though it were in a bright chriſtal glafſe)incontimently beholdethe 
ſubſtance that fully is contained, in the volumes of the moſt com- 
mendable auncient and moderne writers. And for ſo much as ſo 
worthie and noble food appertaines vnto Princes, and for that a- 
moneſt Princes, your Emperiall Maieſtie is of higheſt degree and 
dignitie : therfore comming toward your Maieſtie with no leſſe 
affection of minde, then that wherwithall I was enflamed, when! 
applyed my felt: about this profitable enterpriſe: I preſent the 
ſame moſt humbly at the feete of your Maieſtie, tothe intent, that 
with your ſacred name, due & perfect honor may begiuento this 
worke, ſince it ſnalbe vnder the protection of your Emperiall ma- 
ieſtie, who carying in his noble perſon, the greatnes and felicity of 
ſo many famous Emperours and Heroes, of that worthie houſe of 
Auſtridge, which through a long courſe of worlds, haue gouerned 
and ſhall gouern heerafter the ſacred Empire, who being no leſſe 
benigne and affable, then high in blood and honour: I afſure m 
ſelf, that he will not di{daine to look vpon the ſame, for althoug 

it be little in quantity, yet natwithſtanding it is very great in quali- 
tie, ſinee it containes in it ſel a Quinteſence of thoſe thinges- that 
haue been written for the profit aud commoditie of men, gouers 
nours and Princes. Venictthe g. of February; 1578. 


The moſt humble and dutifull ſernant of your Emperiall 
 Aaieftie; ' Franciſco Sanſouino, | 
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C The Author to the 
Reader. | | 


Could imparte vnto you many thinges touching 

this my preſent — * my ſelfe, for that 

I haue not called the ſame rather experiments, ad- 
uertiſements, maximies, axiomies, ptecepts or ſentt. 
ces, thẽ cõceits: And thetin to haue entermixr ſome 
morall and priuat matters, if I had not been aſſured 
that I ſhould not preuaile. For I know very wel, that 
it is almoſt a general rule (by that I haue obſerued in 
things paſt) that euery writer what good intent ſoe- 
uer hath moued him, or what trauail ſocuer he hath 
endured for the vniuerſall profit of all, yet is he euer 
taxed of criticall perſons: lorlomuch as our tunges 


being moued and ſtirred through enuie or hate, or 
through a certaine corruption which is brought in 


amongſt ys, not to haue any taſte but onely in our 
own proper matters we are much more cafiedrawne 
to ſpeak euill, then the wiſedome of him that is mo- 
ued, is prompt and readie to doo well. Therfore re- 
ferring all my excuſes to your vpright iudgement 
(when it is not driuen forward with any paſsion) I 
will onely ſay this that I holde for a certain, that this 
worke howſocuer it be, will be of great helpe and 
aide to thoſe that be ſtudious, for that J imagine, it 
will enriche the priuat diſcourſes, and the publicke 
actions of thoſe that ſhall chaunce at any time to vſe 
and handle theſe conceits in humain actions, which 
almoſt haue been euer the ſelfe- ſame in all times and 
amongſt all men: and for that in the working and 
negotiating of affaires, as wel in publick as in priuar, 
they will miniſter vnto them many conditions and 
partes, the which conceites although they be ſome- 


what generall, yet neuertheleſſe they will giue no 


— 
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(mall light partitie: how to knowe the partes and 
conditions of greateſt aduauntage in particular 
things, as well ot publicke actions, as of priuate af. 
faires. And although theſe accidents, which doo at 
vnzywares chaunce vnto men in their affaires, and v- 
pon the deed dooing, are ſo many and ſo vnknowen, 
that they cannot be comprehended within the com- 
palle of precepts: therefore ſome vulgare perſons do 
reprehend the ſtudie of them: neuertheleſſe, for that 
Ipreſuppoſe I ſhal helpe and yeeld aide to men ofac- 
compliſhment, as my intent was, when I tooke ths 
matter firſt in hand, drawing the ſubſtance(the finall 
end of this ſtudie) foorth ot hiſtories, therby to take 
away from others, the length, tediouſnes of reading 
and toyling themſelues: I perſwade my ſelſe, that al- 
e all accidents cannot be brought vnder pre- 
cepts, yet that man that hath any mæane aſsiſtance of 
— 2 that in working & perfourming of the, 
he be not moued nor altered more then is conueni- 
ent(cither by his nature, or by any other newe acci- 
dents) to diſpoſe otherwiſe then well and aptly theſe 
actions which he meanes to bring to an end; he by 
great reaſon may receiue many benefits and commo- 
dities, by hauing his minde fullye repleniſhed with 
theſe aduetteiſements and conditions, which he in 
any parte hath exerciſed in other operations, ot ra- 
ther ſtudiouſly read in ſome good and choſen wri- 
ters, and ſtirred vp in his memory, only in this mat- 
7 this hath been ſomewhat noi ſome vnto me: that 

could not finde any full or perfect meanes (by rea- 
ſon of the varietie of the ſubiect) to put them vndet 
firme and infallible titles for your commaditics: and 
although haue oftentimes conferred this difficultie 


; 
$ 


to the Reader. 


with thoſe excellent Gentlemen, Maifter George 
Gradenigoand Maiſter Alui di Michele, as of great 
learning, who did enter into the ſame, and did diſ- 
courſe ypon it with great prudence, of Hiſtrcogra- 
el in matter ot ſtate, and of whom I haue re- 
ceiued great counſel] in this enterpriſe, neuertheles 
they could not teſolue me according to my deſire. 
And although the foreſaid gentlemen put me in me- 
morie, that it would do well it I did place them vn- 
der ſix titles, vnder which are accuſtomed to light 
the conſultations which are made in the counſels of 
common weales,and aredrawn therinto by the law- 
giuers, and wherot Ariſtotle writin his Rethorick : 
although they did not immediatlye come vnto the 
ſame, but as it were in conſequence: at any time 
when the vnderſtander therot would apply thẽſelues 
to their places, neuertheles I did diſpoſe iny ſelfe to 
make the table heereunto annexed, as a thing more 
perfect, and perchaunce more caſte and ſhort: The 
which although vnto ſome it ſeemes not able to 
ſerue the turne, to finde out ſufficiently the particu- 
lars of thoſe conceites that are fit for him, or wherin 
he hath need about his affaires: neuertheles, it will 
ſnewe you a way how to attain to your intent, if not 
in all things, yet at the leaſt in ſome parte. Receiue 
therfore witha beneuolent minde this my good wil, 
to the intent, that perceiuing your ametie, I may 
witha feruent deſire, bring ende to the 
ſecond and third book of conceits, 
which Iſtill am about to 
gather. 
Far well. 


A. — 


The names of thoſe Authors and writers, forth 
F whom the conceites of this preſent books 
| Loy | 


be gathered 


much haue preuailed to thoſe that are 

udious, that I ſhould haue placed the names of the Authors 
at the foote euery conceite, but for that it was not my mea- 
ning. when I firſt begun this worke, to publiſh the ſame, I did not 
remember in that my ſtudie to ſe the foreſaide diligence. Ther- 
fore if any one will ſerue his turne with theſe conceites, he maye 
ſaye : to giue force to his reaſon ,by alleadging ſome of theſe or ſuch 
like woords, as wiſe men ſay, as antiquitie haue written, at pru- 
dent men declare, and ſuch ether manner of ſpeaches, neuert he- 
les, I aſſure ye, that when I returne againe to read ouer the ſame 
Authors, perchaunce in the ſecond impreſsion they ſhall be added 
according to your deſires. Not wit hſtandimg. I haue thought good 
ro put in this place, the _—_ the writers, Which I haue vſed © 
in this my firſt book, and theſe be they that followe. 


1H would no donbt v 
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Ariſtotle. Leonardo Aretino. 
Appian Alexandrine. Marc. Antonio Sabellico. 
mmiano Marcellino. Marcus Tullie Cicero. 

Antonie Gueuarra. Niceta Aconiate, 

Bernard Iuſtinian. Philippe Argentone. 

Cæſar the Emperour. Polibius Hiſtoriens. 

Cornelius Tacitus. Plutarchus Cheronenſis. 

Coſmo Bartol. Paulus Emilius. 

Dione Caſio. Pietro Bembo. 

Franciſco Guiciardini, Paulus Iouius, 

Galeazzo Capello, Plato. 

Giouanne dalla Caſa. Procepius. 

Gabriello Fiamma. Remigio the Florentine. 

Gian Battiſta pigna. | Sakuft. 

The hiſtorie of Florence. Suetonius. 

The Hiſtorie of Naples. Thucidides. 

Ioſephus the Hebrewe. Titus Lins. 

Juſtine, Zenophon. 
Politick 


Politick Conceites and ſentences, 
Gatbered by M. Franciſco Sanſouino, ont o ff the 


moſt famous writers in the Greck, Latin, 
and Italian tongues, to benefit thoſe that 
commaund in matters of State 
and Ciuill gonernment. 


©) 2 2 men chefelye to doubt thoſe dan⸗ 
gers that be nearest at hand, to e- 
) teme moze then is conuenient, 
8 & thoſe thinges that be pꝛeſent: and 
** to haue in leſſe account then they 
Y 7 þ ought, thoſe that be farre off: by 
| N ( reaſon that in theſe laſt we may 
hope foz many remedies, by the meanes of Time and o⸗ 
ther ſundzy accidents, 
W Yen weſuſpect our confederates 02 thoſe Þ we cre⸗ 
dit e truſt, it is requiſite we excuſe vnto them thoſs 
things that be apparent, deny thoſe that be doubtfull and 
indeuour our ſelues with great diligence to mittigate the 
molt mighty of them: and ſo by flatteryes and pꝛomiſes, 
pleaſe and aſſure ſome times one, ſometimes an other, aſ- 
well fo make them moze negligent, as to hope, that by 
ſuch ſoztes of pꝛadiſe they being ſeperated, there may 
growe and ariſe amongſt them ſaſpicion, bzeach + diſcoꝛd. 
I vat curious pꝛudente ofminde, which ouer{trictly cõſi⸗ 
ders e deſiphers matters to come, is often diſc@menda- 
ble,fozſomuch as wozldly affairs are ſubec to ſo many i ſo 
ſundzy actidents, that —_— 
2 3 which 


SI is the wunted Nature of! 


2 
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which wiſe men haue imagined ought of neceſſitie to fall 
out. And therfo2e,he that doth foz-goe pꝛeſent benefites, 
foz feare of future perrilles (when in ſuch caſes the danger 
is not moſt certain and neere at hand) plainely perceines 
that he hath loſt ſundzy occaſions full of p2ofit and glozye, 
foꝛ feare of thoſe periiles which after fall out to be vaine. 
4 VV Vena wife man foz ſome accaſlon, is dzawn by any 
perſon whoſoeuer, to a iuſt diſdaine and anger: yet 
ought he to moderate the ſame aſmuch as he is able with 
his mature iudgement, hauingreſpect not to his perticu⸗; 
lar right and benefit : but to the pꝛofit and right of the 
common wealth: ſpecially, if by his wꝛath and anger, he 
mape become hurtfall and domeageable to the gouerne⸗ 
ment and ſtate. | 
5 | Ve deliberations of Common wealthes require ng 
baſe and pziuate reſpeaes:netther that all things ſhall 
be referred to pzofitte, but to moſt magnanime and hau⸗ 
tie endes, wherby their glozie map be augmented, and rey 
putation kept: the which nothing dooth ſo much crftiny 
gui and deface,then that men ſhould enter into conceit, 
that they haue neither y minde oz power to percetue and 
remember iniuries, neither to be pꝛompt and ready torres 
uenge them, A thing charfly neceſarie:fo2 to porfoʒm the; 
not ſo muche to take pleaſure: in renenge, as that the 
paniſhment of thoſe that offend: may bc ſaeh an tram⸗ 
ple to the reſt, that they ſhali not dare to pzouake them as 
gaine. And ſo conſequently it will come to paſſe that glo- 
ry hall be lincked with vtilitie, and that thoſe deliberati⸗ 
ons which p2oceede of gencroſitie and magnanimitie, ſhall 
ariſe to be fulj of pꝛofite and commoditie. | 
6 2 power vnited wholy together, is much moze to 
be ſeared, then the powers 4 fozces of many 5 are diſ⸗ 
ſeuercd, the which as they haue ſundzy monings and pꝛo⸗ 
cœdings, ſo haue they ſeuerall i diſagreing operations. 
7 ALthough ſome hold foꝛa marime, That theſe comon- 
wealths which are not gouerned . 


— IS nt a> 


The Quinteſcence of Wit. 2 


but by the conſent of many, pzac&ede. with moze modera⸗ 
tion and with greater reſpects then a Pzince tan do: nei⸗ 
ther de ſo out ofreaſon depart from that which hath ſome 
appearance ot honeſty, as oftentimes they do, yet doth 
it fallout to be a farre better goyernment when the com 
mon- wealth makes the bodte and the members, and the 
Pzince the head, ſo that being incozpozated together as 
one bodie, the dignitie, maieſt ie and ſtate of the commons 
wealth, falles out to be of a farre greater perfectton, 
5 man ought alwaies to dzaw commodities out 
of occaſions, therfoze a Pzince ſhould not cat away 
the inſtruements of encreaſe, neither lack them when he 
bath the fauours offoztune pꝛopetious. 
(EE not well meaſured of Pꝛinces, are perni⸗ 
tious not onlye to themſelues, but alſo to their peo⸗ 
ple, when as hauing only befoze their epes, either vainer⸗ 
rours, 92 pzeſent ambitions, not remembzing the often 
change offoztune, and conuerting into damage the pow⸗ 
er of others, graunted them foz common commoditie:thep 
are made, either thzongh want of pꝛudence, oꝛ thzough o⸗ 
uer · great ambicion, the authoꝛs of new troublcs, 
7 — are to their great domage diſteiued, when in 
making election ot perſons, vnto whome they commit 
the execution of impoztant affaires: they haue greater cõ⸗ 
ſideration to the fauour of them they chaſe, then to their 
balour and vertue. 
* — Pꝛinces thinke themſelues iniured when ther 
are denied that thing they deſire, and become dilple-⸗ 
ſed againſt euerp one, which followe net their willes, and 
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that together with their loztune, do not put ſoz ward to 


them, their owne pꝛoper foztune. 
Jad as the cuſtome of Pꝛinces be, ſuch likewiſe be the 


diſtretion, und leſſeoltknation they runne into ruine. Af 
god and valer ons, they flozith, to Goddoth pꝛolper al⸗ 


waies the god, and fo; the moſt part doth thzowe —— 
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headlong thoſe that be wicked, 

I3 A New Empire not well ozdered,noz pzudently goner- 
ned, doth rather burden then make moze mighty him 

that hath gained it,beſides that. no man hath at any time 

bozn himſelf well in gouerning a ſtate which hath bene e⸗ 

uill gotten. 


14. E Uen as in the ſuſtenance ol the body, it is not only ne- , 


ceſſary that the head be well and in good ſtate, but al⸗ 
ſoit is requiſite that the other members do their duet, ſo 
it is not enough that a Pzince be faultles,if his officers do 
not p:opoztionally do their dueties with dilligence and 
vertue. 
TY nature of great Pꝛinces, cannot eaſily reſiſt their 
appetites like pꝛiuate perſons : foʒ being accuſtomed 
3 to be reuerenced, vnderſtode, and obeyed by ſignes, they 
become not onelpe hautie and inſolent, but alſa they can⸗ 
not bearenoz tollerate to be denied oz not to obtcine that 
which ſeemes iuſt vato them: and in their ſight that ap⸗ 
peares iuſt which they defire,perſwading themſelues that 
they are able to ſmoothe and make eaſie all impediments, 


and to ouercome the nature of thinges, with one onelpe 


woo2de oz loke. (1 
P and common wealths ought to: conſider in 
16 1 their enterpaiſes, what difference is betwirt making 
warres agatn! others, oz exſpeaing that they come to be 
made againſt them: to pzactice and wozke the deuiſion of 
an other mans ſtate,o2 abide vntill his own be demided; 
to be accompanied againſt one alone, o toremaine poſt a⸗ 
lone againſt many that are knit in league togeather: And 
after the confiderationbereof, to determine which will 
turne beſt to his particular p2ofit- 
17 | T is a note of high pꝛudenes and reputation, in a great 
Pꝛinte, to pzoced in all bis cauſes; that tt 
the ations he wozkes, thoſe that odeꝝ him haue not any; 
cauſe to enter into lulpes, either that he dothit cunningle 
to dilceiue, oʒ feinedly faz ſome other ſiniſter end. 
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\YVVeremany Pzinces that pꝛetend tobe equalles do 
conſozt and kerpe company together, there doth ea- 18 
filpe ſpꝛing vp amongſt them fuſpitions and contentions, 
by reaſon whereof, thoſe enterpꝛiſes which they haue be- 
gun with great reputation, da fall into many difficulties, 
andfinally become daine. | 
J= giue god hopes to augment as much as is poſſible 19 
the fauours and reputations of an armye, with arte 
and with induſtrie: to remain ready to make agreements 
and conco2ds acco2ding to occaſions, are affaires fit to be 
perfourmed of a Pzince, 
= gouerne and raigne: dependes onelp on foztune, . 
but to be a Ring that doth pꝛeforre fo2 his ſinall end 
the ſafetie and felicitie of his people: doth onlye depend of 
him ſelfe and of his pꝛoper vertue. 
[ T. appertains to wiſePzinces in their diffieill and dans 
gerous determinations, to appꝛoue fo2calie and plauti⸗ 
ble thoſe that be neceſſarp, oꝛ that are ſudbieti to leſſe diffi- 
tult ies and perilles then the reſt. 
Brune much moze a Ring is great and might ve. by ſo 
much moze is it glozious foz him to ſhewe his power, ** 
fo: the maintaining of iuſtice x faith, nothing being moze 
vnwoꝛthie fo; him, and fo2 -his'common- wealth, then to 
want and faile in faith, 
A people by nature imitate y cuſtomes of their pꝛin⸗ 
tes. and follow his fotſteps, and accozdingto his pꝛo⸗ 
exdings dw either hate him oꝛ loue him: bat when once he 
begins to be odious, whither his actions be god oz bad, all 
things be accounted euill, but if once he haue begun to get 
the loue ot them, cuery thing how euill ſocuer it be don, 
is attributed to vertue: as though he would not goe a⸗ 
bout to do euill, ił he were not occaſioned vpon ſome groũ⸗ 
ded realon. | 
A Paince induefifall cauſes muſt hang in ſuſpition and 24 
- reſerveto himſelſe ſo much as is poſſible, the meanes 


C. tteding 


and facultie to take theſe deliberations, that by the pꝛo⸗ 
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tirding of gener all and vninerſall cauſes, be doth diſcern 
to be his beſt. 
25 A Paince can haue no greater felicitie,then that his de⸗ 
liberations(wherof doth ariſe his own greatnes and 
glozy) may be accompanied with ſuch conſequences 4 cir- 
cuniſtances, that they may appeare that they are dene, no 
leſſe foz an vninerſall ſafetie and benefite, then foz the ex⸗ 
altation of the whole Chꝛiſtian Common-wealth. 
26 | T is the cuſtome of Pzinces, arfificiallye to entertaine 
one another, with vaine hopes and diſſembling p2zai- 
ſes, befides that,they he conetous andgreedy to embzace 
counterfeite cullours; to the intent they maye with moze 
apparant honeſtie diſturbe and vere(although oftentunes 
wzongfully) the ſtates and dominions of others, Andif a 
man goe about to perſwade them that which is god, he 
renues moleſtation and trauaile: but when he doth flat- 
ter them, and doth vſe a contrarye courſe, he maye da it 
without any trouble in the woꝛld. 
F He counſells of Captains oftentimes fall out to be full 
of fallacies, vnleſſe they be fauoured by the fozce of foz- 
tune: And although they be diligent and pꝛudent, pet fo 
all that they become vnp2ofitable, when the execution 
of their enterpꝛiles, pzocedes with negligence and im⸗ 
p2udence. 
28 Au Generall and Captain, wil rather (to the in⸗ 
tent he may with ſecur itie obtaine the victozie) haue 
little oz no reſpect to the length of the time, neither to the 
taking of to much toyle and trauaile, either to pzoced in 
the ſpare of expences, without much pꝛouiſion, rather thi 
by obteining alozye by onercomming with facilitye and 
ſperd, to put in perill and hazard together with his armie, 
the euent of his quarrell and action. 
| T almoſt comes euer to paſſe thꝛough the cozrupt iudg⸗ 
ment ofmen,that pꝛodigalitie is moze pꝛaiſed in a King 
(although thereunto rapine be annexed / then ſparing joy» 
ned to fozbearing from other mens gods. 
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Na ſollicitations no benefites, no knot of coniunction 
1 Vis (ufficient to remoue fromthe beſt of Pꝛintes the 
ſmal confidence and miſtruſt they haue one with an other: 
and although it be fit and pꝛoper foz them, alwaies to pꝛe⸗ 
ferre in their deliberations, p2ofit, and beneuolence, be- 
koʒs hate and other touetous humours, pet neuer theleſſe, 
it is the office and duet p of a wiſe Pzince, to the intent he 
may ſhame the greater, to imbzace foz p2ofitable,foz god, 
andfoz the very beſt, the election of the lefſe euill: neither 
ought he to fre him ſelfe from one perill and one diſozder, 
to run into an other, of moze impoztance, and of greater 
infamie. 

|S maye ſometimes and in ſome reſpeces giue 


30 


place to pꝛolit, rather then by maintaining with obs 3” 


ſtinate pertenacie, the giuen faith to perſeuer in mole⸗ 
ſtations. Fe. 
M en keep longer in memozy an intury, then a receined 
bene ſite, ſoʒ when they call to minde the benefite, in 
their imagination they make it lefle then it is, reputing 
themſelues to haue merited much moze. The contrarye 
doth ariſe of iniuries, fo it græues cuery one moze then of 
reaſon thep ought to be agræued: therefoze where the bad 
eſtate and degree is alike,kep thee from doing thoſe pleas 
ſures, which of neceſſitie wozke diſpleaſures to auoidloſſe 
and damage- 
Tirant doth enfozce himſelfe to perfozine thꝛe things 
to maintain bis eſtate, the firſt is tokep down, and to 
keep the mindes of his citizens weak andfabte,fo2 he that 
is of (mal courage doth neuer riſe vp againlt a tirant. Che 
ſetond is to pꝛocure that the moſt mightye Citizens doo 
live in diſcozde amongſt themſelues, fo the intent they 
ſhall not conſpire againſt him, being vnited together. The 
third, is to kepe them diſarmed and in idlenes, loz he 
that neither can noz knowes how todo any thing: will 
— — onte enter into thought to aſſault 
that is ol great power 
„„ That 
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Yo —— Cittie, which hath a great 
number vt men to inhabite it, but rather that which is 
wo with ſach Citizens which are of ſufficiencye to 
line well and happily,foz Lozdſhip and Signozie is main- 
tained with pzudence and with valour, aud with him that 
is a god man, and a goed gouernour: and god he cannot 
be valeflv he be pzudenf, - 
Ll theſe things fo2 the which men do toyle themſelnes 
in this wozld, are reduced and dzawne into two heads 
and titles: that is to ſay, to pzofit, and to honoz, vnder the 
title ofp2ofit is to be vnderſtod all that which appertains 
to the body, vnder the title of honoz: al that which belongs 
to che minde. 
GY; wr ought to be graue, not inhautinesof counte- 
nance,but in the oꝛder of his life : gouerning him lelfe 
gon in all his affaires and ations, and obſeruing 
thoſe pꝛomiſes be hath made: let him be rather affraide 
not to doenill.then that euill ſhould be don vnto him, and 
let him remember, that being a man as others are,he hath 
graunted him by God almolt deuine power, to the intent 
be — place in his gouernment thinges that be iuſt and 
honeſt. 
* Citizen that doth begin to manage the affaires 
37 ofthe Common - wealth, doth line acco2ding to the 
cuſtomes vſed of the other Citizens, anddoth accommo⸗ 
date himſelfs to their nature, and with art and pꝛudence 
doth leane to thoſe things that are wonted to baing plea⸗ 
ſures and delight to the people, and by the which they are 
accuſtomed to be taken into a ſnare, to the intent, that by 
ſo doing, gayning an opinton of valonr and faith, he maye 
obtaine authozitie. 
Hoſe that manage the affaires of a fre fate: onght to 
haue in minde two pꝛetepts of Plato, the one, that 
they defend and maintaine the p2ofit of their Citizens in 
ſuch ſozt,that whatſoeuer they do may tendto that end, 
letting aſide their own commodities: the other, —_—_ 
aue 
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haue an eye to the whole body ofthe Common · wealth, to 
the intent, that whilſte they haue care of one parte, they 
de not abandon another: fo2 euen as in the Tuter of a 
ward, ſo the gouernment of a Common -wealthis to be 
handled and o2dered, to the benefite of thoſe foz whome it 
is committed and recommended, and not foz the to whom 


it is committed. 


T is the pzoper charge of a Magiſtrate, to vnderſtand 
that he carries vpon him, and doth crerciſc the perſon 
ofthe Cittie: and that he ought to maintain his decozum 
and his dignitie, to obſerue the lawes, and to be mindefull 
of thoſe things that are committed to his fide litie, and not 
only to lok into that which is don, but alſo to pꝛouide fo; 


J 


that which ought to be dene, and to vſe all poſſible inde⸗ 


nours to pꝛouide that the Common-wealth after his 
death may be no leſſe rightly adminiſtred, the it is during 


the gouern ment ot his life, 


Iberty is nothing elſe but full power, to do as a man * 
will. And that man liues as de will, the which doth * 
follow thoſe things that be right and well don, and which 
doth reiopce in hun ſelfe to do pleaſures and bencãtes to 
others, and that in his lining is aduiſed and pꝛudent, and 
that doth obey the la wes, not thzough feare, but doth ho⸗ 
noz and obſerue them like others, and who neither dooth 


think noz doo any thing, but frelye and with a good will, 


whoſe councelles and whoſe operations, do ariſe and take 


end in him ſelfe, not hauing any thing that mape accom- 


pliſh moze in him then his will and his iudgement, and vn⸗ 


to which likewiſe foꝛtune her ſeifc may giue place. 
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Hat warre is iuſt that is neceſlarpe, and thoſe armes 4 


and weapons are godly and happpe, in the which there 
reſteth no other hope thẽ in theſaid weapons and armes. 
And that warre is iuſt which is commaunded of y Pꝛince, 
either in reſpect to recouer that which is loſt, 02 to defend 


bimſelfe from other mens iniuries: but that is an vnhap⸗ 


py and wicked warre, in the —— it is neceſlar pe, t 
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which onercomes be depzined: and he that is vanquiſhed 
become a King, 

42 T Vole that ouercome are fo be aduertiſed, that whilſte 

they pardon a few wicked perſons, they dꝛiue into ru⸗ 

ine and diſſeuer thoſe that be god: fo2 they in beholding 


that 
(hall 


the euill are remitted,they cannot hope p god actions 
be at all rewarded in thẽ: but belæuing v they may 


gaine by doing enill, and ſo they giue ouer to keep them⸗ 
ſelues within the true bounds of god deedes 4 operations. 
Lis an o2dinary thing amongſt men in comen-wealths 

43 rather tofo:get benefites then euill deedes, foz ſo much 
as retaining by nature in their mindes, rather offences 


then 


benefites; they expec occaſions to reuenge them, and 


oftentimes to the generall domage of the State call to 
memoꝛp receiued euills and damages. 
He willes of Pzinces as foʒ the moſt part they are ac⸗ 


44 


tuſtomed to be empitious and headlong: ſo doo they 
mozeouer ſceme full out tobe mutable and full of change, 


and verye often to be contrarie in themſelues, And it is a 
thing molt apparant that common wealths are gouerned 
no leſſe with modeſty then with ſeuere empire. And theſe 
ought to gouern p ſame, that being weak of body thꝛough 
their old age, be thꝛough their knowledge and experience, 
firme and ſtable in wiſedome, fo2 ſo much as to ſtrong bo 


dies 


it is convenient and fittes them well, to kp abzoave 


in warres with their boldenes, and ſuch as bs old & weak, 
to tarry at home in peace, to miniſter lawes and equitie. 


8 


Ommon-wealths are perceiued from great perrilles, 
at whom with induſtrie, with a free minde, in giuing 


councell, which not being ſubiect to luſt, and with obeying 


to the lawes, and abꝛoad with iuſt empire and rule, with 


turteſte and gentlenes and with emb2acing theſe perſons, 
that adminiſter iuſtice. When the citizens do follow cos 
nefouſnes ex lechery : that publick perſons be poꝛe, and the 


pꝛiuat fall ot riches: and that ambition doth poſſeſſe all 
the un — 
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wealth runne info ruine. 


QInceth;ough the wickednes of men, riches begin to be 4.6 


ofhonour,and that glozye,empire and power, did fol- 
low and attend vpon the ſame, the was vertue darkened, 
pouertye reuiled, and innocencie begun to be reputed fo2 
malice and hipocricie. 
] N Cities andStates,thoſe that want riches doo euer 

carry enuy to the good, and cralt the wicked: they hate 

thoſe thinges that be olde, and crye and gape after thoſe 
that be newe, and though the hate they beare to them, 
they ve their endeuour to turne all things vp fide downe; 
and without care bo feed themſelues with troubles and ſe⸗ 
ditions,ponertie being eaſtiye made aſſured from all lolle 
and diſtommodities. 
T hoſe that liue in baſe eſtate,andremoued andfre from 

all things, it they commit any errour it is knowne of 
lelre, and their fame and faulte is equall: but the d&des 
and actions of thoſe that are put it great rule and gouern⸗ 
ment, do lead their life alofte, and are manifeft to all men 
in the woꝛlde. 
A Paince of our time being of euere man reputed foz 

wiſe, was accaſtomed to reſtraine himſelfefrom fauo⸗ 
ring of perſons, from hating of them, and from being an⸗ 
grye oz ina rage againlt them, and wonldſaye, that that 
Paince that could abſtaine from theſe thꝛe things was a 
Saint, And that Pzinces ought to perſecute wickednes 
when it is committed,but in caſe ofconſpiracies he ought 
to pꝛoced befoze it be executed: otherwiſe,he dooth trou⸗ 
ble himſelfe in vain, to puniſh the ſame when it is come to 
paſſe and finiſhed. o: when a Cittie is once taken, there 
remaines no moze to them vanquiſhed. 


| Js bath neuer bcene ſcene that anpe good man hath 


loſt his libertye,vnleſſe hee hath loſt it together with his 
minde. Foz ſo mache as it is knowne manifeſtlye to all 
men, that it is a moſt difficile and hard thing to thoſe that 
haus been inſtituted, made, bzought vp e bozne —_ 
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to liue in ſeruitude, nce that among# all wozlolx things 
the beſt is liberty: whoſe name is a note of vertue, as ſer⸗ 
aitade and bondage is a note ot infelicitie. 
51 VV ven a noble perſonage doth degenerate from the 
vertuous actions of his pzedeceſſo;s,let dim remem⸗ 
ber, that how much the moze famous the life of his Aun⸗ 
ceſtours hath ben, ſo mach mozeſhamefull c flaunderous 
hal his be: fozſomuch as the glozie of our foze-fathers,is 
as it were a light to thoſe that diſcend from them, the 
which doth diſcouer the to the eyes of others, that vertae 
oꝛ that vice which they haue. 
52 —— a godly thing in a vidozious Pʒinte, when as tal- 
ling him ſelfe tomemozy,he doth rather goe about that 
which is wozthie of him ſelfe, then that which he may 
with rcaſon do againſt his ouertome and vanquiſhed 
euemp. 
E doth aſſuredlpe liue and enivy a aide and perfect 
minde, who being intentiue about any buſines oꝛ at- 
tion, doth pꝛocure himſelſe a fame dt wwozthy Pzinces, of 
god art 02 letters. 
Lthough flatterie be repꝛehended of wiſe men, as a 
wilecontrary to a woꝛthy wit: pet did Cicero ſaye, 
it is neteſſarp in the obtaining of office und gouerument 
* à fre Common wealth. 
)T He life and behauiour of the psople is comruptedidy the 
cuſtomes ol the Pꝛince: who beholdmg his liceritious 
lecherie, deſviſe the merites of his chaſtetie/Jndevonring 
theſelues to imitate his vices, as moſt vertuous auiuns: 
fo: that it ſemes vnto them that they.cimotcommendthe 
derdes of their Pꝛinte, if they themſelues da nat likewiſe 
pꝛactiſe and bſe the ſame. 
| Lis a manaifelt thing, that he that is mighty is alwates 
accompanied and followed with enuy, not of the leaſt, 
foꝛ thole tannot much harme him, butofhtschpetitoures, 
carriualles and his peeres :therefoze to un the ſame in 
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of impaztance he did die that parts and meanes of pꝛo⸗ 
ceding, which doth moſt aſwage, and is contrarye to 
enupe. 
Heute not altogether aleuated from peate, is ne⸗ 
ner hindered oz kept fram making the ſame by mul⸗ 57 
tifudeof complaintes and damages, foz ſo much as theſe 
differences and debates are cut off (although they bema- 
ny) by the foꝛte and vertue of vpzight inftice, oʒ hy means 
of recompencing, waying one iniurie with an other, oz by 
counterpeſing and balancing this reaſon and right with 
that, oz elle (fo a leſſe domage oz to giue end to the grea⸗ 
ter trauailes oz troubles) let the one vtelde vnto the other 
ſome parte of his right, as vnto theſe wiſe men by conũi⸗ 
deration of the impoztance oz ſubiec of the cauſe, it ſhall 
ſeme conuenient. 
K is fitte fo2 euery well gonerned Common: wealth, fo 5 
take oꝛder that all the cauſes,oz at leaſt the greateſt part 
ol them ik it be paſſible, may be detiphered and diſtided by 
the lawes, rather then lert to þ arbitrament of the Judge: 
foz there ba here fe we ta be found that haue god and ma⸗ 
ture vnderſtanding, knowledge and abilitie,. to miniſter 
and oꝛdaine lames, and ta giue right iudgement in doubt 
full cauſes: foʒ ſo much as lawes though the long vſe ot 
thinges. and thaough many and ſundzy tonſiderations, are 
bꝛought to full perfection, hut the iudgementes o man by 
his aun nature, being apt to bende either to loue 03 hate: 
is corupted,ſpoyled,aud made partial, vnleſſe it be vn- 
9— — eros falling into confiderati- 59 
: on of the riches and power of any other Ytate, doo 
not meruaile, neither at their power, neither at their ri⸗ 
ches: but admiring the gad fozme of the oder of the ſaide 
tate, vnder which ſuch power and riches dooth floziſhe, 
deſire the god gouernment ol their Common wealth, by 
being and ſuffer ing their Pʒince: and bo very- vigilant to 
kepsthemſelnes W a ” 
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with deeds noz with wands, to the intent not to imitate- 
him. 1 C „2 . 
60 A Ponglt the reſt of theſe goods that foztune beſtowes 
vpou vs, he doth gaine molt wozthy pꝛaiſe, that being 
rich dothnot aſpire to rule and Signozie: that is not-in- 
ſolent by reaſon of his monep, that doth not pꝛeferre him- 
ſelle befoze others arrogantly,and that doth behaue him⸗ 
ſelfe in ſuch (ozt, that others may indge,that that aboun⸗ 
dance of riches haue giuen him meanes to become ſober 
and modeſt, and not malepert and hawtie. | 
61 ER one knowes that thoſe diſcozdes which ariſe a⸗ 
mongſt the people, are occaſioned by inequalttie of 
gods and riches :fo2 thoſe that be of meane eſtate would 
make thẽſelues equall with their betters, but thoſe which 
ſpꝛing vp amongſt noble and great men, be occaſioned by 
meanes of honours : fo thoſe p; be equalles would make 
themſelues greater then the reſt. 
62 Mie. when they dzawnere to their future miſchefes 
| do pzincipally loſc their diſcourſe, diſcretion and pꝛu⸗ 
dence with the which they might eaſily bzing impediment 
and hinderance to their deſtinies, Ji” 
63 9 — mupudence koʒ a man to binde himfelfe to a 
perpetuall perrill, vpon foundations not perpetuall: and 
thꝛough vncertaine hopes to begin an aſſured warre with 
an enemy moze mighty then himſelſe. 
G A[®tbingis moꝛe neteſſarie in hard and difficult deli⸗ 
+ berations then counſell , nothing on the other ſide 
moze perillous then to demaund counſell: andit is no 
doubt, but that counſell is leſſe neteſſary to pzudent men, 
then fo thoſe that beimpzudent; and yet notwithſtanding 
thoſe that be wile ds reap much moze p2ofit by counſel the 
the ignozant, foz who is he h̊ isſo perfect in pzudence,that 
doth alwaies conſider x know enery thing of himſelfe,and 
in contrary reaſons, doth euer diſcern androll out the beſt 
parte? but what aſſurance hath he p doth demaund coun- 
ſell, to be faithfully counſelled: fozſomuch as he that = | 
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counſcll,if he be not very faithfull and much atfedioned to 
him that doth demaund y ſame : moued not only thꝛough 
notable reſpedes ofp2ofitte, but foz euery ſmall commo- 
ditie, oʒ everyc light ſatiſfaction: dooth oftentimes direc 
his counſell,, to that ende that doth turne moſt to his 
z 02 that wherein he dooth take moſt pleaſure, and 
oze theſe ends and tearmes being foz the moſt parte 
ch vnknowne to him that ſækes foz counſell, he doth 
eberno2 perteiue if he be not pꝛudent, che infideli- 
tie of the councell. 
A Paince that by the means of his embaſſadour ,would 
deteiue another Pzince,muſt firſt deceiue the Ambaſ- 
ſadour, to the intent that be may wozke and ſpeake with 
greater efficacie,perſwading himſelfe and belening that 
ſuch is the minds of his pzince,the which though he would 
not noz could not da, if he did imagine himſelte to be a diſ⸗ 
ſembler, and this pꝛadiſe euerpe one dooth vſe, that by the 
meanes of an other, would perſwade that which is falſe 
vnto an other. | 
| T is pꝛoper to foztune ſo often as vicozie is not made 
aſſured with moderation andp2udence,to blot and ſtain 
the glozie that is gained, with ſome thing vnloked foz : 
therkoꝛe it is not requiſitein the managing of matters of 
moment,to ſuffer things to be carried away andmarſhald 
by chaunce. 
E that will hang in ſuſpence, and ballance thinges a- 
mongſt P2inces, and become a newter,it isneceſſary 
fo2 him very cirtumſpealp to abſtaine not only from deds 
but from all thoſe demonſtr ations that maye bzing him 
into ſuſpect of his greater inclination,moze vnto one part 
then vato an other, 
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to bee of ſmall effect, yet oftentimes there dooth 

depend vppon the ſame moments of matter of impoz- 

tante : And therefoze in the managing of thinges that 

be moze p;ofitable, be muſt 2 be well 8 
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and haue many good conſiderations. 
69 Toe nature ot the people is, to incline themſelnes ts 
hope moze then they ought : to be of lefe tolleration, 
to take alwaies againſt hart thinges that be pzeſent, and 
to attribute vnto themſelues not to deſire and challenge 
that which they ought rather to attribute to their diſabi- 
lifie : beſides this,thoſe that be fearefull,and which deter⸗ 
mine not to oppoſe themſelaes againſt perils, but to flie: 
fall toconſolations, but to people that are warlicke and 
bardy: if appertaines to charge and to pzeſent themſelues 
to the enemy, ſo ſon as they haue had ſight of him. 
70 A? there is no age which dothnatarally moze abhoꝛre 
infamie, and is moze couetous of honoz and pꝛoweſſe 
then is youth ; ſo there is no age that is ſo apt neither of 
moze power and fozce to tolerate trauailes, to ſuppozte 
diſcommodities, difficulties and wants, that of necefſitie 
are ſuſtered in warres. And if we do rightlye enter into 
conſideration of the matter, men donot differ one from 
another, by reaſon of yeres : but thzaugb pollicte in wit, 
thꝛough quicknes in iudgement, thꝛough their ſtudy,their 
induſtrie, their experience, and their vertue. 
71 T is follye to become angrye with thols perſons againſt 
whome, by reaſon of their greatnes thou canſt not hope 
to reuenge thy ſelfe, therefoze ifit ſeme vnto thee that 
— halt receiued iniurpe at their handes, diſſemble and 
r. 
72 ]Nmatters of warfare, there ſpzinges vp from time to 
time,infinite varieties, therefoze we muſt not put vpon 
vs ouer-great haughty hate foz late pzoſperities.noz ouer⸗ 
great abiect mindes, fo2 aduerſe calamities: foz often- 
times there doth ariſe mutations. Therefo:e heereby we 
mult learne, that when occaſion dooth pzeſent it ſelfe,let 
vs not loſe oz let lippe the ſame, foz the is of (mall con- 
tinuance. 
7; YV Eought wen foconſider that, which the beginnings 
ol things may be able to bzing foozth, and to obſerue 
and 
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and beware at the firſt to giue place to vniuſt and perniti⸗ 
ous demaundes : foz ſo much, as when once any one hath 
obteined their deſired things, they do not deminiſh at all, 
but do alwaies encreaſe our determinations and deſires 
with a greater better will, and with greater conceites 
then befoze. 
H much maze any accidents comes at vnawares, 74 
and vnlwked foz, by ſo much moze it doth amaſe and 
put men in terrour : and thetrefoze a wiſe man ought to be 
aboundantly ſtozed with able meanes,to pꝛouide that diſ⸗ 
tozdes do not enſue, oz that if they ſhould tnſue,that they 
do not continue: and he muſt foꝛeſe tuen from this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent ſtate, all future perilles, removing them with pꝛu⸗ 
derice and with counſell: not ſaffering thinges to runne 
headlong. 
—— States and connerſations, an offence tannot be 75 
chaſticed, oz a vertuous action rewarded: but that the 
Citizens ſhall receiue that common p3ofit that doth ther- 
by ariſe : neither was there any remedye found better, 
moze apt᷑.noz ofgreter effect to maintain a comonwealth 
in god and happie eſtate,then a counterpoſe of puniſhmet 
and reward vſed vpzightly. 
A Lithe Securitie that may be had of an enemie, either 76 
of faith, either of freends, either ofpzomiſes, and of o⸗ 
ther,ſome bonds aregod:but thzough the wicked conditi⸗ 
on of men, and thzough the varying ol times, there is no⸗ 
thing thought better and moze firme, then ſo to accom- 
modate our ſelues, that the enemy cannot haue power to 
offend vs, 
Tz maner of pzoc&ding in moderne warrefareis far 7 
valike to the antiquitie, who did not ſubozne ſecret 
murtherers, but did diſcouer vnto the enemy, if any ſuch 
wicked treaſon was w2ought againſt him, hauing confi- 
dence to de able to onercome with vertue. 
= a moꝛe ſeture « glozions reſolution, with afmnch 8 
qualitie of hope as e n-49-9"—= 7 
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fune,then by fiping and leauing the ſame fo conſume by 
little and little, and to giue to the enemy the victozy with- 
out blod and without perrill, fozſomuch as in thinges 
that fall out contrarye , the feare and difficultie ot 
him that is ouercome, doth become euerpe dap grea⸗ 
ter. 
7 9 | Ndifficulties a man mull ſometimes, not denying but 
20longing,tndeuouring himſelfe tocauſe others to ac- 
cept and imbꝛace hope in itead ofeffecs- 
go | © 15a molt true andcommendahle Pꝛouerbe amongſt 
the antiquitie, that Dignities diſciphers mens qualities, 
foz thzough experience and meaſure thereof,is not onelpe 
knowne by their weight, what ability oz inſufficiencie is 
in them, but alſo by reaſon of the power and libertye they 
haue, are diſcouered the affections of their mindes and of 
what nature they are:by how much the greater a man is, 
ſo much leſſe reſpect hath he to ſuſfer and kep himſelf from 
being guided accozding to his own nature. | 
81 ] Ndeuour thy ſelfe not ta be euill thought af by him that 
is thy ſuperiour in thy Countne,neither-put truſt in the 
god gouernment of thy owne lite ; but let it be ſuch, that 
thou maiſt imagine not to fall into his hands, foz there a- 
riſe infinite cauſes, not thought vpon, wherein thou maiſt 
haue ned of him, and Et econuerie,; - -;1:+ 1111, 
82 J F aluperiour haue deſire to puniſh oꝛ reuenge himſelfe 
againſt his inferiour, let him not deo it in a headlong 
and raſhe manner, but let him expec time and-occaſion, 
the which without doubt all in ſuch ſozte fall out 
that not dilcouering himſelfe foz a paſſionate and mas 
— perſon , bee ſhall, be able to ſatiſſie -his de- 
re. 15 8 
83 Teras the managing of warfare, the counſell of 
the olde dath little helpe, ik in putting the ſame in 
execution, the courage, the valour, and tbe gallant luſti⸗ 
nes of yquthes do not let, their handes to the doing, 
who lo the moſte parte: are of a very quicke 9 
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ding, and haue their ſpirifes and-wittes in (uch a readi- 
nes, that oftentimes theyouercome the difficulties of the 
affaires.with greater daſcretion andp2udence then others 
can belteut: foʒ we muſt. not expecttbepzoceſſe of yeres, 
when the vertue of valaur-amdfozce-is tobe thewed : foz 
ſo much as the race and courſe of fozce andvertueis much 
moze ſwift, then that of age. 
Lis requiſte that Gouernours do rather followe the 84 
ſubſtance then the appearance of thinges, meaſuring 
maze with pzudencc then with p2oper will, and not giue 
ouermuch faith oz credit fo themiclaes, fo2-it is a great 
infamie to States, whenignozance is accompanied with 
loſſe. ä 
T Ve onder of occaſions to obtaine any high matter, 85 
is neceſſary to be taken when things are in reuolucion 
neither is it god foz a man to ſtand to loke about him ſo 
oftentimes as he knowe's it moze perillous to ſtand fill, 
then to aduenture. 
A Atters of marrefare coniſt rather in obedience then g - 
V iin will intruding themſetues toknowe the circum- 
ſtances and reaſons of the Genergll e Captains affaires, 
and that army aboue all other is of greateſt valour, in pe⸗ 
rilles, at the encounter and charge, that befoze the encoũ⸗ 
ter and ſtroke of the battaile, is moze then any other in 
tranquilitte and quiet. 7 I 
= they that would determine and reſolue them 87 
ſelues vpon any thing of impoztance, ought to con- 
ſider whither that which they enterpziſe and take in 
band to doo, is to fall out pzofitable to the Common- 
welth, honourable to himſelfe, and eaſie to be bꝛought to 
pale; os at ſeaſt wiſe not very difficill. FF, 
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kune, then by flying and leamng the ſame to conſume by 
little and little, and to giue to the enemy the victozy with⸗ 
out blod and without perrill, fozſomuch as in thinges 
that fall out contrarye , the feare and difficultie; of 
him that is ouercome, doth become euerye:day grea⸗ 
ker. 


7 9 | Ndifficulties a man mull ſometimes, not denying but 


pꝛolonging, indeuouring himſelfe tocauſe others to ac⸗ 
cept and imbꝛace hope in itead ofeffecs- 
go Lis a molt true andcommendahle Pzonerbe amongſt 
the antiquitie, that Dignities diſciphers mens qualities, 
fo; thzough experience and meaſure thereot, is not onelpe 
knowne by their weight, what ability oz inſufficiencie is 
in them, but alſo by reaſon of the power and libertye they 
haue, are diſcouered the affections of their mindes and of 
what nature they are:by how much the greater a man is, 
ſo much leſſe reſpect hath he to ſuffer and keep himſelf from 
being guided acco2ding to his oon nature. 1. 
81 Adeuour thy ſelfe not ta be euill thought at by him that 
is thy ſuperiour in thy Counttie, neither put truſt in the 
god gouernment of thy owne liſe ; but let it be ſuch, that 
thou maiſt imagine not to fall into his hands, foz there as 
riſe infinite cauſes, not thought vpon, wherein thou maiſt 
baue ned of him, and Et e conuerſ o 
82 J Faſuperiour haue deſire to puniſh 02 revenge: himſelfe 
againſt his inferiour, let him not doo it in a headlong 
and raſhe manner, but let him expec time and-occaſion, 
the which without doubt all in ſuch ſozte fall out 
that not dilcouering himſelfe foz a paſſionate and mas 
— perſon , hee ſhall, be: able to ſatifne bis de- 
re-. 1 1 
83 T2822 the managing of warfare, the counſell of 
the olde dath little helpe, if in putting the ſame in 
exetution, the courage, the valaur, and tbe gallant luſti⸗ 
nes of vouthes do not (et, their handes to the doing, 
who los the moſte parte axe ofa very quicke 2 
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ding, and haue their ſpirites and iwittes in ſuch a readi⸗ 
nes, that oftentimes theyouercome the difficulties of the 
affaires with greater diſcretion and pʒudente then others 
can beleeue : fo we muſt not expect the pꝛoceſſe of pres, 
when the vertue of valeur ar fore is tobe ſhewed: foz 
ſo much as the race and courſe of kozce and vertueis much 
moze ſwift, then that of age. 
Ts is requiſite that Gouernours do rather followe the 84 
ſubſtance then the appearance of thinges, meaſuring 
maze with pzudencc then with p2oper will, and not giue 
ouermuch faith o2 credit to themielaes; foꝛ it is a great 
infamie to States, when1ignozancet is accompanied with 
loſſe. 
Te ander of occaſions to obtaine any high matter, 35 
is neceſſary to be taken when things are in reuolucion 
neither is it god foz a man to ſtand to lake about him ſo 
oftentimes as he knowes it moze perillous to ſtand fill, 
then to aduenture. 
NI. Atters ol warrefare conũſt rather in obedience then g _ 
in will: intruding themſeines to knowe the cirtum⸗ 
ſtances and reaſons of the Generall Captains affaires, 
and that army aboue all other is of greateſt valour, in pe⸗ 
rilles, at the encounter and charge, that befoze the encoũ⸗ 
ter and ſtroke of the battaile, is moze then any other in 
and quiet. 
. — they that would determine and reſolue them⸗ 8 
ſelues vpon any thing of impoztance, ought to con⸗ 
ſider whither that which they enterpziſe and take in 
band to doo, is to fall out pzofitable to the Common- 
welth, honour able to himſelfe, and eaſie to be e to 
palle; v2aticaliwiſe not veredifficill 
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thepzincipall degr@ andhonour. 
$9 | B dilco2des and tumultes, thoſe haue alwates maſt 
fo:ce and power, that amongt all the re be moſt wic⸗ 
ked, Jn peace and quietnes thoſe are of moſt valour, that 
— ſhine and are decked with god and commendable diſs 
lines. 
| AP men naturally are god when they reape no p2ofit 
90 oʒ take no delight in euill, but ſo greatly. doth varrie 
the coꝛruption of this wozld x their fragilitie, that eaſilye 
and very often foz their owne pofit they encline to euill. 
Therefoze the rewarde of vertue andpuniſhment of vice, 
was found out and inuented by wiſe Lawe-giuers,foz the 
foundation of Common-wealth,not to deſtrope men, but 
« $0: the intent they might followe the inclination of 
nature, 
2 that hath to gouerne Citties + peoples, and would 
haue them cozrected: let him puniſhe the olfenders in 
them, after the rate of thirtene pence halfepenp, and let 
him in effect chaſtiſe all faultes,he may very well vie mer⸗ 
cp, but not in dainous cauſes, tos inthoſe.it is: voquilife to 
giue example to the ref; | 
Lozte,fo; that it is the pꝛoper and true reward of hu⸗ 
maine tranails,is that which dothenflame.and pzitk 
foz ward wooꝛthye mindes ta honourable enterpziles.nets 
ther can we finde out any thing that is ol greater effectts 
cauſe anp man to raiſe vp his mind, to quicken his vnder⸗ 
ſtanding, and to make ſharpe his induſt rie, then the deſirs 
to obtaine glo2y,and the hops of imnnoztallity, 
CORE men ſhall bs inthe-wozld, ſo long ſhall there 
93 Obefound victs, thefeneuertheleſſe, not alwaies, noz 
continually ,but the god and the tuill ſhall come in their 
turnes: and by the comming of better thinges, they thall 
recompence and redzelſe themſelues amongſt themſelues. 
94 | as-diſcozd in a Cittie doth diſconer-andgiues oc⸗ 
aſton to thoſe chats ipe in waite to vetray}toperfoam 
thelr pzaciles well #fovnitiv doch knit a= = 
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uerſtties ofopinions, and ol manꝝ making one body alone 

doth kepe gouernments and States vicozrupted, 

3 —ů take her beginning of a King. % 
then a king of a kingdome: foz the Ring giues lawes 


tmpoztance there is greater perrill 95% 
© &when a ſtone falles foꝛth of the foundation, the fifty 
tiles from the rafe : ſo it is a greater faulte once to diſo- 
baye iuſtice, then to commit a hundzeth errours againſt 
the Common-wealth: foz we haue oftentimes ſtene, that 
there bath ſpzung vp ſtandalles of great impoztance in a 
Common-wealth thꝛough a very (mall diſobedience, 

N doubtfull cauſes we cannot baue recourſe to any bets 9 
thing theucts danaeh lor tho pier andveitiddye of ©: 
ought to put ende to the 'exerution thereof: and with Yo 
much greater (pede followe and perfoame that thing that 
t#aſluredly determined, by how much moze we perteiue it 
to ber, and ſecure trom ait perilles, and to tre to the 
purpoſe, ann is apt er rer : 7 | 
977141 30.495 [115 wu 30332 4 ener 37 be 0 Cas, 


Wenn and commanndthattot 


hatanan, which 
doth not rule his life aright, which doth not gouerne 98 
ule welle tunith vnth not avminier'well bis one 
affnirta, and whichrdothaot. bſe diſvipline towardes his 
famulirginingindebate with his neigbdours/ Wall baut 
Nett vnta hum a gouernpary which may hauethatge o/ 
wer bimtihe a fla and that he be chaſed from amdngtt the 
people ite a vagabound : foz Common · wealtdes are ne⸗ 
uerdilturied;vatby thoſe that haus no methode and ma ⸗ 
ner al rule in pain tif. „% 4732 
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99. MMoygſt mostall men there ia nathing mut cn. 
and therekmtbatlaua;e@eriliouns; then togineplacets 
that imaginatton, iber wee! heleeue that the ſtate 
of one man, is bettet then that ot an others, and-herebp 
it comes to palle, that humain malice dath ſo blinde men, 
that ther q ſeka to hau that with tranaile; which 
appe! to another. then to-enioye with reſt and 
duietnes that which is bis oiunt . Che tate ot a Pꝛinte 
auredlye is gd, it at the tm it be vledtaa god end: and 
the being of the people is like wie grad; if they be content 
with the lame, So id like ſazts, that ai ruigious men is 
ey x66p2 that want therrhg Which they ought: 

is ru gad, iſ therein they nie temperauncs : 
e manner, the voꝛe man: i he haue putientt, his e- 
1 tobe god: foz tu merrite, doth not conſiſt 

man trauales 


3 — aun by 
bang nſpargr pain, 10541633 
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k+cantend wu piqrandcatuot fu 
ſuch a one hat he mae iu wat d whenſbeaesibyns; 
fraide of thy power, And if he be wiſe he will neuer expect. 
8 fhz2atninges thall fall ont to bete 
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perience: is no other then that a man that ia ſtarus blinde 
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moꝛe wuꝛth then all others, both ſuppozt ume then all o⸗ 
thers, and tocouclade,doth onerpaſſe and exteil ide go⸗ 
nernment ol all others. s is it mat 


neteſaeetgat the 
Court, the perſomand the life ofa Þzinrcry veozveſov and 


cozrected moze then that ot lf others : i iaua u 
the length ol an Elle all the whole gods # Pare 
mealured, ſo with the life ofthe Pztnce all the what, 
mon wealth is meaſured, 


— wiſe indeed, do neuer glozpe in any 102 


thing woe then to kepe about them valiant men, to 
defend their — — 
mon- wealth. 
12 which are tocountell,to intruc,andtogiuerale 
to the life of Pzinces:oughtto haue theirtudgement, ! 
their vnder ſtanding, their wwzws,their dourine, an their 
manner of lining very tleare berg vmight, verg wand ard 
without blot.oz any ſuſpttion at ait: fo to ge about tu 
handle and diſcourſe of great thinges, without hauing ex- 


Gould goe about to guide another that doth ſce verye 
well, 


WV Ven a man is bagught totpoſc tearmes, that either 


ſtanding ſlil going fozward,. he remaines' in the 


ſelfeperrili,be oughtta-apply himielt to pꝛadiſe oz wozke 
ſomwhat, fo2 whilſte he ſtandes lingering: the ſame atci⸗ 
dents which do holde him in perrill, vw ſtand in the ſame 
ſtate, whereas by:endenourmg;: himſeife to pzadiſe ſome 
actions; either he may finde ont ſomewhat that may. ſaue 


bim. oz at leaſt wiſe, not finding the ſame, he hathſhewed 
that he bath carried a minde andcourage, to knowe how 
to feen — ſafetie- 


. 11. 4 
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to haue them pzopitious) moze inceriſed againſt vs: fo; 
counſell is rather moze damegeable thencommodions, if 
be that gives the ſame be not ot extellent itudgement, and 
be that receines it of very great patiente. 
106 ——— wozke of Foztane, wht anotable man 
duth riſe dpmoze at one time then at an other: foz if 
a haliant man come in the time of a couragious Pzince ; 
be ſhall be holden in great eſtimation, and ſhall be ſent to 
 perfozme wozthie enterp3iſes, but if he come in the time 
of a doutfull and fearefall Pzince, he will make moze ac- 
count af him that doch entreaſe his rents,” then of him 
that doth ouertome a mighty warre, 02 makes his honoz 
great andfamous, Lhe very ſame falles out, in reſpec of 
wiſe-and vertuous men; wos if they chaunce to come in 
the time of a vertaous and wiſe Pzince,they ſhal be eſtee- 
med andhanoured, butif thoyſpzing in the time of a viti- 
aus Þzince,:fmall: account is made of them: foz it is an 
auncient and olde cuſtome amongſt vaine men, not to ho- 
nour thoſe that be p2ofitable to the Common · wealth, but 
= thoſe that are moſt gratefull andacceptable to the 
Pzince. 
107 ——— that deſire mach to be god, oaght liuelpe to 
know enen at the fingers ends, what the pꝛoceeding of 
god Pzinces hath bæne: foz we muſt not deſpiſe all that 
which is blamed of wicked men, neither accept all j which 
is ſpoken of men abꝛoade in the wozlde. 
108 — — lawes ſometimes made fo; other 
orcaſion then to puniſhe vite, ſo there be ſome rather 
chafi@d to the intent that they map reteiue loſſe,. then fo 
an deſtre that thelawes which condemnes them ſhould 
be obſerued: the which is eaſily knowne, when it as diſcer 
ned and ſerne, that neither the Pzince his fauourites 02 
— 1 Mendy offthat vice, p Whichthopuchaltit! ＋ 
L tn'thaws:vo ſpxing ſach perniti 
rooted deen df 
d — ample . 
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— — carefull of any thing, then 109 
to ſearche out thoſe that maye aduiſe and coun- 
ſell him how to gonerne the Common-wealth well, and 
how to maintaine his eſtate with iultice,the which is not 
to be perfoarmed with wozdes that terrifle,neither with 
dedes that ſcandalize, but gentlenes and curtiſies that 
may embolden their harts,and with god wozks that may 
edille them,foz a woozthye, noble and gentle hart cannot 
make reſiſtance, it he that commaunds be of god life and 
behantour, 
AD in the head ol a man are placed the ſence of ſmelling 110 
and hearing, ſoa Pzince which is the head of the com- 
mon-wealth muſt giue eare to al thoſe that are oppꝛeſſed, 
and know all thoſe that ſerue him, to the intent to reward 
them fo; their ſeruice. 
— many times ſeene large experience of one thing in 111 
Ithis wozlde wozthie to be noted, that as there is to be 
found one amongſt the good, which is of marke fo2 his ſin⸗ 
guler godnes : ſo amongſt the wicked there doth appeare 
one extreamely wicked, but the wurſt is, that the vertu⸗ 
ous man doth not obteine ſo much glozie fo; his vertue,as 
the wicked thzough his wickednes, poſſeſeth impudence: 
fo vertue makes a man naturally diſcreet, and vice makes 
him diſſolute. | 
Ponglt wicked men the tippe and height of their euill ||, 
is, that fozgetting themſelues to be men, and treading 
reaſon vnder fot, they wander farre aſtray from p trueth 
and from vertuous men, and let llacke their raines with 
liberty to followe vice: foz if it be an euill thing that one 
ſhould be wicked it is much moze euill to pzocure that an 
other ould not be god, 
inces in aduerſe times onght not to become ker r; 
rilled, amaſed oz ameruailÞ, but rather reſiſt their 
enemies, alwaies with the firnſe and aide counſell of 
— with the counſell of thoſe that be olde 


E 3 That 


= 
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114 T Vat man which is oppꝛeſſed, doth ozdinarily cry after 
thechange of Foztune ; And there is nothing moze ab- 
bozred of a man in felicitie, then to thinke how full Foz- 
tune is ofmutabulitie: fo2 the opp2efſed doth imagine, that 
by changing oftentimes,his ſtate may growe to be better: 
bat the man that is in felicitie, doth think p one change 
of Foztune,may thzow him down headlong into þ deapth 

of diſgrace and miſerie. 


15 —— wiſe men giue this rule, that when the Com- 
mon- wealth wul chaſe a Gouernour, let them 
haue care, that he haue ban befoze hand at the leaſt tenne 
peeres in the warres, foz he only is able to maintaine the 
deſired peace: who by experience hath tryed the toiles and 
the troubles of warrefare, | 1 
115 T Gere is no doubt but that a[Pzince-when bes meaſu⸗ 
; reth his fozces,doth plape a very wiſe parte, fa it he 
poſſeſſe but (mall and conſumes much, he Wall be aſ⸗ 
ſured either to loſe his pzincipalitie , oz elſe become a 
Lirant. | 
17 ]T dooth much conſiſt in the handes. of the people, 
that their Gouernaurs be god oz euill; foz there is 
no Pꝛince that is ſo humble oz lowlye , that be can als 
waies diſſemble his euill and wickednes, neither any ſuch 
a tixant,but that ſometimes hee will take notice. of that 
which is god. 1-92 3 
118 T vere is nothing in this woꝛlde which dath mate make 
Common - wealths to runne into ruine, then when the 
pꝛinte giues conſent oz permits that nouelties ariſe in dis 
kingdome, andy thoſe which ought to obe ve, liue in grea⸗ 
ter ſecuritie then Pꝛinces and great Loꝛds. | 
119 PRincesdonetgeinohoneur a going enuironed with 
wicked men, foz bean vp treaſures, -foz killing 
the tanocents,foz taking fem others their gads; but fox 
being conaerſant with ſthoſe that be gad,faz ſtraits ſami⸗ 
liaritie with the wicked, bzinges the life of a _ 
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to be ſuſpected. Fo2 ſpending his riches in god wozkes (if 

beeinga thing vp pavofe verye manifclt , that that man 

which makes account ofhis fame, eſt æmes little of mony) 

fo: routing out tirants, (fo; thatthe godhermonye in the 

gouernment of a Pzince dooth conſiſt in chafteſing of the 

wicked .andrewarding the gad) and fozthe giningfrelye 

al that which is his own, fo; nothing bath make moꝛe nos 

table the maieſtie of a P2111, then to ſhew bis areatnes 

in helping of others, and not to be greedy to be onerpaſſed, - 

and aduauntaged by others. L 

F Mo things makes a cittie ſafe and ſeture, and bꝛings _ 
unto thoſe that gouernes the lame.pꝛaiſe and honour: 

the one is, when it is garded by the moſt mighty, and kept 

and tonſerued with due defence: the other is, if the Go- 

uernaurs dos ioyne and knit themſelues together in amis 

tie with their neighbours. without the which they cannot 

freely conduct viuuailes and other neteſſatpe thinges from 

dns plate taanether in ſatetie. 

9 that defires to be obtytd, it is netel I2I 

ſary that what he commatindes be firſt obſerued to be 

in his owne perſon: foz no uad 02 Pzince. can well withs 

Nawe oz exempt himſeiſe from vertuous opperattons.fo2 

fo much as A Pzince being an example toothers, is bound 

tochſe ſuchactions and opperations, that he map become 

a waztbye and netable example to thoſe that he go- 

uernes. 

| FaPzmce would knowe foz what end he is a Pzince, ,,, 

| J would tell bun ta gouerne well and to be patient 

| when he ta tolde that men murmure at his doinges, foz- 


Pzincein this wozlve, 
but that be was touched pea and fozne with 
of wicked perſons, foz they are ſabiectes to 
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foddainly all thoſe that be wicked murmure. 
123 1 thinges amengü tho reſt that woozke 
great effectes againſt the tate: the one is ambiti- 
on, the other is deſperation, neuertheleſfle, the ſecond is 
much wazlle then the firlt : foz ſo much as ambition may 
expect occaſion and oppertunitie, but ſocannot deſperati- 
on: it being a Subiec-vnto the which there beeing no 
time permitted 0z graunted it, neither can noz is able to 
graunt it to others. 
124 12 receiue loſſe, is neuer good of his owne nature, yet 
it is very true that it may ſometimes accidently helpe 
and benefite when it is receiued and doth chaunce vnto 
men that be of god underſtanding: foz it is an occaſion to 
bzing them to be of great experience, ſince there is a fewe 
il once they haue not pꝛoued the euill, will enter into con- 
ceite oz belieue that the ſame is ſuch as it is: whercofit a- 
riſeth that thoſe that be vnexpert and ignoz ant mtheir al⸗ 
kaires, do euer pꝛocede either with ouer · great raſhenes, 
wheras it once they haue taſted the wzath ol taꝛtunt theꝝ 
become moze warie, caretull, and pzouident. J 
* 2 onght to ſtudpe to indeuour themſelues to ble 
T ſachconnerſation with their Subieds,. that they may 
make choiſe rather to ſerue them foztheir god wills, then 
foz wages and rewardes, foz when money begins to de⸗ 
miniſh, their ſeruice likewiſe beginnes to diminiſh; and a 
thouſand troubles doth folowe them, which do not ſerue 
with a gad bart, foz he that doth tone with all his whole 
affecion,doth not become arrogant in pzopertie:doth not 
withdzaw himſelfe in aduerſe foztune,doth notcomplain 
of his pouertpe, dooth not grudge at 8 ſmall fauour which 
is vſed towardes him, neither doth departe from him in 
time of perſecution, and bz&fly that conrſe. of life and loue 


126 doth neuer take end vatill the houre of deaeg. 


JRinces without doubt haue greater nerde to baue a/ 
bout them moze (to che intent 

to pꝛeuaile b them, and t heir coumſell) then any = 
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ther whoſoener : foz ſince they are to ſtand in centernell 
and watch to beholde and diſtouer what the dwings of all 
others be, they haue leſſe liberty 02 licence then their ſub⸗ 
ies haue to commit errours, foz euen as they haue liber⸗ 
ty to beholde and indge of others, euen ſo are they behelde 
and indged of others: without any licence 02 liberty gran⸗ 


ted them ſo to do, 


E Uery ſtate ought to deſire peace, and thereof to make 
demonſtrations both with deeds and with words: but 
fo2 al that they ought to ſhew themſelues in military pꝛe⸗ 
parations and pꝛouiſions moſt warlicke, foz a diſarmed 
peace is weake and f&ble ; neither dooth there ſame to be 
contradiction bet wirt the deſiring of peace, and to arme 
our ſelues: ſince there is nothing moze freend to eaſe and 


peace,then knowledge and ſpecculation: to the 


antiquitie 


it did ſeeme connenient that the image of Pallace which is 
the Goddeſſe of ſcience, ſhould be poztraited and figured 


armed. 


1 Uetie requires that a friend do indeuour him ſelfs to | 28 
veeld helpevnto an other frend, and muſt not expect 
and tarrꝑ vntill he be requeſted, foz he that doth ſo, doth 

not only offer it thankfully,but death aiſo tauſe it to be re⸗ 
celucd as thankfully : pzeuenting and takingaway in his 
frend a certaine ſhametaſtnes and feare which doth al- 
waies accompany p demaunder, wherby it comes to paſſe - 
that he receiues it with a moze gratefull minde, and with 
greater diſpoſition to ye&lde the like againe in exchange. 


A Paincs doth playe a verye wiſe parte, when he dooth 
pꝛocure to haue pzudent and valiant Captaines foz 


129 


the warres,but without compariſon it is much better to 
kepe in his Courte wiſe men, foz the vicozies of battailes 
dooth finally conſiſt in the fozce of many,but the gouerne⸗ 
ment of the Common-wealth ſometimes is referred and 
credited, to the aduiſe and indgement of one alone. 

T Bat particular loue that pzinces very often ſhew moze 
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occafion of *3® 
greeuous 
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greenous alterations inkingdomes,foz by reaſon that one 
is in diſgrace and out ot fauour, and another in loue and 
credit: there doth ſpzing'vp harmefull hates, perniti- 
ous thoughtes and great enuye, the end whereof is wic- 
ked wozdes, and finallye wicked dedes, And therefoze 
that Pzince that doth make any difference in connerſati- 
on with thoſe that be equall,doth kindle and ſet fire in his 
Common: wealth 


13¹ A Ponglk all other offices, there is none wurſſe, then to 

tanke charge to chaſtiſe other mens vices, and therefo26 
a wiſe man ought to flee this care, line the infection of the 
plague,foz to repꝛehend vices:doth ſpꝛing greater hate a- 
gainft him that doth chaſtice, the there doth grow amends 
2 

and wiſe men o p20 ditious 

132 

the people 


perſons dw not diſturbe the quiet of the people, ſoꝛ whe 
do riſe, the deſire of riches is wakened. cone- 
fouſnes doth encreaſe, iuſtice doth fall of it ſelfe, wicked 
perſons /pzeuaile,god men are repzehended : and finally, 
every one doth reiopce to liue to the pzeiudice of others, to 
the intent they may (et toꝛward their dds to prefer their 
own pꝛoper commodities. 
133 Lthough we ercuſe ozdinarilye the fault of any man 
A that hath chmitted the fame, notwithſtanding there 
is no man found faultie,noz any fault which doth not me⸗ 
ritepuniſhment:foz it he did commit the ſame in his rage 
vpon the ſuddaine, it was a great euill and offence; but if 
e committed the (ame, pondering the caſe befoze hand, 
and with deliberation, it was much wurfſe, 


134 | Tis very god that we goe about to do all thinges with 


* reaſon,and it is god that we doo guide all our enterpꝛi⸗ 
ſes in oꝛder: but vet in this there falles out to be great dif- 
ficulties, Foz wiſe and ſtaid men in perfourming their al⸗ 
faires,dw conſider, reuolue 4 compaſſe with ſuch diligence 
thoſe inconnentences that may ſpꝛing in ß ſame, that they 
neuer almoſt determine to reſolue vpon any ſinall end. 


a. 4.4. 
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it is requiſit to carry anthozity in his deeds, gr 
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[tate of a pꝛiuate perſon.is affable andcurteous with 
bis trends when be doth ariſe afterwards fo beare the ti⸗ 
tle of a Pagiſtrate, that he ſhoulvmaintainehimſelf with 
them in the ſelte · ſame degree of humanitie: fozenenas 
to become pꝛoude though the obtaining of perpetuall ho⸗ 
nours newly gotten either by Foztune oꝛ by valour: is a 
demonſtratiue ſigne of a vile e abied minde. o to becom 
hautie thzough the office of a Pegillrate, which is ſhoztly 
to take ende: is the ſigne of a minde that doth poſſeſſe 
ſnall modelty and vertue, ſoʒ although honours do change 
manners and humours of men, yet fo all that they ought 
to change them not into wurſſe,bat info better. 

AuUperſons of iudgement that deſire to obtaine any 6 
thing that is difficile to attaine vnto.p:ocure to haus 

meanes to be able to obtain it, ſoʒ many things are bzoght 

topaſſe if a man haue any great oz god facility e dexterity 

in thf, which we loſe whi we go about to get thi by fozce. 

A Man mut (ſo farre as is poſſible) keep humſeit ſram t. 137 
mulations which are of moſt naughty nature, and en⸗ 

dowed with apparft cuſtomes, which haue in their mouth 

the contrarpe to that which is their minde : and muſt 

double their tung, not ſuffering it bnadaiſedlye to bzeake 

the bonds andthe two bulwarkes of the teh and the li 

among{ which nature hath ſhut vp the tung as in y midit 

of a ſtrong and double Foztreſls, 

Nè that doth inuade t occupie a ſtate, muſt gain the fa- 138 
uour of the ſouldiers with rewards and gifts, the good 

willes and grace of the people with the abundance of the 

Cittie,the benenolence of the vniuerſallcuntrie,with caſe 

and with peate, and afterwards dzaw vnto him the affairs 

and actions of the old gouernment, that of the magiſtrats, 

and togither with the ſame:the authozitie of the lawe. 

Ta general xcaptain beſides his knowledge in the art 139 
of wars, it appertains to him to be indewed w magna; 

nimity,temperance.foztitude,liberality : 


pzudence,to him 
auity in his 
___ wag. 
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woms, and to kp faith in his pꝛomiſe, moʒeouer he muſt 
diſgeſt and diſcourſe vpon his affaires with great aduiſe- 
ment deuder ate vpon them with mature iudgements: and 
exetute them with great teleritie. In his countenaunce he 
mult ſhewe himſelfe vnto his Souldiers wilde, alegre and 
ſterne,be qught to be pleaſant, humaine and benigne to- 
wards men, neuerthelos, obſeruing alwaies together with 
that manner df behauiour, his degree and þ decozum of his 
digmtie : that he neither with his ouer-much familiaritie 
and homelines make his armpe become diſſolute and of 
fmall obedience, neither with ouer-much ſeueritie bzing 
them to be his enemies: and foz ſo much as the beneuo⸗ 
lence of the @onldiers is the moſt certaine hope to obtaine 


- vicozie,hemult ſo frame his actions, that not onelye they 


may carry towards him a due reſpect and reuerence, but 
that they may moze-oner lone one another greatlpe, and 
him eſpetially, therefoze he ought alwaies to reward and 
honour thoſe that merites and contrariwiſe repꝛoche and 
puniſh thoſe that are faultie 


140 1 power of Fozfune is very great in all humain ope- 


rations, pet greater in military affaires then in any o- 
ther, but vnſtable, vnmeaſurable and infinite in the dedes 
of armes. Where a commaundement euill vnderſtode, an 
appointed oꝛder euil executed, one raſh temeritie, one vain 
voice euen ot the meaneſt ſouldier, doth oftentimes carry 
the vidozie to them which appeare to be ouertommen, 
where at vnawares do riſe innumerable Accidents, which 


are impoſſible to be fozeſ@ne 02 gouerned by the counſel of 


the Generall oz Captaines. 


at HE doth moſt eaſilpe deteiue others, who is repozted 


neuer to deceiue, and which doth couer with falſhod 
that which is true, 


142 O. Judge alone doth very well and eaſſly diſcearne 


matters, as well thoſe that be true, as thoſe that be 
ſiniſterly enterpꝛet d. foꝛ ſo much as hate and enuy where 
der are many, mur perfourme much moꝛe. 


— —o—_— ——_—— - 
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things are: ſo much moze they are ſpoken of, and ſo 
muche leſſe we doo gather and groape out the trueth, in 
reſpect that one ſozte of men belæue and declare foz true, 
thoſe things that they haue heard, whether they be true 
o2 falſe : otherſome,although part of thoſe things be true, 
vet alwaies they repozte them otherwiſe the they are, and 
ſo with time they encreaſe, and thoſe that come after to 
thoſe things that they haue heard of their Aunceſtours,do 
alwaies adde and ioyne ſome-thing moze. 


He heauens do ſeldome times graunt that 5; great- 14 


nes of pziuat perſonsncare vnto Pꝛinces, dw endure 


perpetuallp, foʒ that the one oz the other doth wache them 


away, hauing the graunted the whole: there reſts no moe 
fo; them to gape after. 


A T the hands of the Pꝛinte is alwaieserpcdcdſome- 145 


thing moze high and greater then of others: and as 
enerye one in particular dooth reteiue a god parte, thoſe 
tbinges that be well done of him: ſo contrariwiſe, the 
Pzince is onely the man vpon whom doth fall all the hate 
and euill will of vninerſall errours. 
O pꝛocure fauours and authozities, ſometimes with 


induſtrie, are harmfull and pernitious meanes when they 
are vſed fainedlye, to open the way to pzincipalitye, ano 
therfoze it is the ſayings of wiſe men, tyat the pathes that 
leades other men to pꝛincipalities is very rough and diffi- 
cil, but when once a man is entred and ſlipt into them, the 
fauours and helpes of many do concurre on all ſides. 

TDftentimes doubt in my lelfe, whether it be giuen to 


come pꝛopitious and fauourable towards theſe, and fro- 
ward and cruell towards theſe others: oz that is infuſed 
and placed in our induſtrie, by means wherof if is graun- 
ted vs fo walke in a meane path, to the intent that ouer 
obffinately we do not * ſelues againſt 3 

8 3 rule: 


— — — — 
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Ob much greater, and how much moze impoztant x 


* and libertye, ſomtimes with watchfulnes and 46 


Painces from their birth ( as in other thinges it is to be⸗ 


43 
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rule: and pet nenertheleſſe, we ars not to ſaffer aur ſelnes 
to tall headlong into a ſhametull flatterie and ſernitude, 
but we ought to pꝛoceꝛd in ſuch lozte, that neither thzongh 
ambition, neither thzough ouer great couetouſnes ofglo- 
ry, we yeld our ſelues ouercome, and therfoze with grea- 
ter ſecurity we do leade our lines, and with leſſe perrill, 
if we make our ſelues ſubiect. 


148 T Ve number of thoſe was alwaies verre ſmall, that 


know how with pꝛudente to diftinguilh e diſcearne the 
god from the euil, oz the pzofitable from the damageable, 
but are accuſtomed foꝛ the moſt part by other mens euẽts 
and chaunces to become better andmoze p2udent. 
T Vings that are not pzemeditated, do hurt much mozs 
149 without compariſon, then thoſe 5 are fozeſen, therfoze 
J tall the mind of him great, couragious & experts, which 
doth wel gouern himſelt, and is not aſtoniſhed at theſe pe⸗ 
rils + accidents which chaunce vpon a ſodain c vnawares, 
150 12 common ſaying which is in the mouth of wiſe 
men of our time,didnener pleaſe the antiquitie, if it 
be true: that is, that we onght to eniope the benefite of 
time, foz that they didchoſe rather to emioy pzudence and 
bertae,foz ſo much as time doth choſe befoze it al things, 
and may come with it aſwell the euill as the gad, but pꝛu⸗ 
dence and vertue doth bzing fozth nothing but 1 
is god. en. 
A Lthough to know the particular thoughts ot man de a 
thing pꝛoper to God:neuertheles, to know in generall 
the natur all inclination of a people o2 of any other Pzo- 
uince,is a moſt eaſis thing,fo2 the wozkes and operations 
therof being publike, it is requiſite that they ſhow of fozce 
their mindes and deſires, fo2th of the which afterwarves 
| Wiſe men do gather either moze oz lefle then perticutar 
dꝛaughts and determinations, accoꝛding to the capacity of 
him, that bath the charge to penetrate and enter ſo farre, 


152 | Was of opinion that I could nat perſener and diſconer 


— — — 


with often reuoluing and thinking vpon which J con 
not 
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not diſcearne at the firft ſight; but J knowe by p:ofe that 
how much the moze a man doth think vpon his affaires:ſa 
much the better they are vnderit@de,and ſo much the bet⸗ 
ter they are perfourmed, 
PR bane ſoddainlye and ſpeedily that which comes 
in their appetite to deſtre,and therefoze onelye this a- 153 
bone all other thing&and without any ſtay they ought to 
pꝛocure, that their pzaiſe andglozy mape at all times and 
ſpecially if their poſteritie be celibzated: fozifthere be any 
one that doth goo about fo diſpꝛaiſe the fame and memo⸗ 
rye of the poſteritie, he makes ſhewe that he is not ſtudi⸗ 
ous in that vertue by the which the ſame is obtained. 
Poon in their determinations ought to haue con- 
ſideration of that which may be p;ofitable foz the, but 154 
the condition and qualitie of a Pzince is of an other ſoꝛte, 
foz in their actions they are to haue reſpect to their fame 
and god name. 
Jars were not firff created to benefite themſelues: 159 
loꝛ by that means no man ſhould be pat to ſo greenons 
ſernilitie, but to p;ofit the veople, to the intent they might 
be wel gouerned,therfoze when a pzince hath moze reſpect 
2 en his people, he is no moze a Pzince but a 
ant. 
. — are better content to haue the pzince ner hand |. - 
then tar off, foz deſiring to be god they haue moze octca⸗ 
ſion to loue him, and delighting to be wicked moꝛe occaſion 
to feare him: beſides that there doth ariſe an other benefit 
that whoſener goes about to aſſault p State, doc remain 
therby the moze duetifull, and if he ſhould reſolue vppon 
the lame, yet can he very hardly ouertome:ſoʒ the pzcſence 
of the pzince doth wozke greater emozeliuelp cffec in the 
mindes of thoſe that obay,then the memoꝛ together with 
the hope p is had ofhis comming can be able to perfozme. 
Reatnes of State is better kept with diſcrete and 157 
moderate counſell, then with ouer-bzaue raſh e head- 


long handling of our affaires. 
| | lah A General 
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Generalloz Captaine that dath take glozye and ho- 
fo bis full (cope andfinall ende, ought to inde- 
nour himſelle to obtain fame; not with the tople and with 
the perrils of others (as many are vſed to do) but with 
the ſweat and danger ofhis own perſon,and by the means 
of his pꝛoper vertue:and ſince it is a deed wozthy ol no leſſe 
p2aiſe to extinguiſhe þ warres withconnſel, then to end it 
by armes: he muſt goe about ſometimes to do pᷣ̊ one,ſom- 
times to do the other: and let him carrye well in minde 
that the firſt ſucceſſe of things, are thoſe that do make him 
fearefall to the enemy : and contrariwiſe, to be deſpiſed, 
and to be had in ſmall conſideration : fo2 ſuch as is the be⸗ 
ginning, ſuch oftentimes is the end accuſtomed to be, Let 
him likewiſe be circumſpect in vſing of artificiall deceites, 
fo2 ſmall ſinceritie oz faithfull pzoceding is ſuſpected of 
him, that men once haue conceiued in opinion to be wun⸗ 
ted to gouerne hunſclfe with doublenes and artificiall 
meanes. 


159 VV Eought euer to carry this conſideration in all tau⸗- 


ſes to maintaine our dignitie, the which we sften- 
times loſe with haſte to ſhew to be reſolute in any thing, 
fo; thoſe that haue to reſolue vs doeſteme(beholding our 
inſtance and care) that our neceſſitie is greater then per⸗ 
chaunce it is, wherby it comes to paſſe, that the anding 
vpon their punctoz,and make ſhewe to do vs a pleaſare, 
as though it did pzocced of great frendly curteſie, although 
indeed it fall out to be foz their pzofift, many times there 
ariſeth a certain pertinacie in them, oł whom thoſe things 
be demaunded, which indeed doth wozk their owne loſſe, 
foz by reaſon of our haſte, and ofthe great inſtance made 
to them, they become moze pꝛoud, and do not take the of- 
fered occaſions, 


160 A Sit is a thing molt certain, that warres are onercome 


by pꝛeuentions & by dinerſions, ſoit is moſt true that 
he receiues naughty tounſell, that wout euident neceſſity, 
makes another mans warres his own pꝛoper nor 
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X Capable wit that knows ho to make choiſe of time 10 
g I ns occaſion fo. lament. bim ſelfe that his life 
auld be Qozte.fozbe that can apylye himlelfe to infinite 
things, and ſpend his time pzofitably doth gaine time. 
Mar pzeache liberty, that iftheydid hope to haue a a 
[ benefitemoze of a @tate that is ſtraite, then of a 
fre : they would run thither in poaſte, faz euery one hath 
reſpec to his owne pꝛoper p2ofit, and fewe are to be found 
that haue knowledge ofglozy and honour. | 
Een one in this wozlde commits errours.fozth of the 
which doth ariſe damage either moze oz leſſe, accoꝛding 
to the accidents and chaunces that dwth followe the ſame, 
but thoſe haue very euill hopes that abaſe and intangle 
themſelues in things of ſmall impoztance, wherot᷑ ſucce ds 
ſmall loſſe and as (mall diſhonour. 

H E that deſires to be beloued of his Superiours, it is 164 
requiſite that he ſhewe himlelfe to vie reſpec and re⸗ 
uerence towards them. Fo2 nothing doth moze offend the 
mindes of our betters,then that it houldſ&me vato them 
that we do not carry that reſpec and that reuerence to⸗ 
wards them, that they iudge doth appertaine vnto them. 
W Hoſoeuer hath the charge of a Cittie that is to be 


beſieged oꝛ aſſaulted, ought to make moſt mightye 165 


foundations and grounds vpon all thoſe remedies which 
pꝛolong the time, and to eſteeme very muche euerpe thing 
(although it be verye (mall) that takes away time from 
the enemy ; foz oftentimes one dap, one hower of aduaun⸗ 
tage doth bzing fozth ſome accidents that may ſet the free 
and at liberty, 

H E deceiues himlelfe that reſolues vpon the firſtc ad⸗ 


uertiſementes that come and are bzought him tou- 65 


ching his affaires, fo2 they alwaies ariue with greater 
heate and with greater terrour, then they fall out to be, 
when they grow to effect: therfoze he that is not conſtrai⸗ 
ned by neceſſitie, let him alwaies expect the ſecond aduer- 
tiſements, and the W another. ts 
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167 J Lis almaſt impolibieg but that he which with a great 
and wonderfull efficdcie-vwoth affirme-wthing: ſhould 
rave ſome ambiguitie, tu beleeue the contrarp, ta in the 
mindes of thoſe that are reſointely determined. 
I68 VV ven we pzoced to gine beginning to the execution of 
any new, great and diMicill thing. although it be al⸗ 
ready thozawly determined vpon: but divers reaſons pze- 
ſent themlelues vnta the. mindes of men, which in contra⸗ 
ry ſence may be conſidered. | 
| Tis very perilous to gouerne our ſelues by examples, 
169 if the ſelfeſame reaſons do not concurre as well in the 
generall as alſo in the particular pointes, if the affaires 
be not ruled with the Came pzudence, and if beſides that, 
in all the other grounds and foundations the verye ſelfe 
koꝛtune do not play his parte to wozke the like effects, 
170 Te as toſuffer our ſelues to be overcome by our af- 
fedions, is a ſeruile ad: ſo to reſtraine our rage & ire 
which is an impediment to our counſell, to vſe vicozye 
tempozatly,which ofit owne nature is pzoude and inſo- 
lent: to rule our ſelues and appetites, which is the parte 
of a ſtaide and wozthy hart, and to be humaine, benigne, 
and liberall towardes our enemie: is truelpe a moſt fa⸗ 
mous and pzincelye qualitye, wozthye of diuine and e⸗ 
ternall memoꝛp. 
171 |] Vereis nothing moze p2oper, moze conuenient, moꝛs 
neceſſary, o2 moze p2ofitable to a Pzince, then to be 
iuſt, liberall and benigne,fo2 it appertaines to their pow⸗ 
er and greatnes: to be mindefull of the oppꝛeſſed, and to 
releeue other mens calamities, and ſpeciallye foz Ringes 
who are the liuelp images of God, 
Acked and naughty perſons haue power todoeuill, 
172 and although they do it not, it is not ſo gratefull to 
behold that they do it not, as it is noiſome to thinke that 
they may do it: and therefoze without doubt it is a miſe⸗ 
rable thing to haue befoze our eyes that perſon that with⸗ 
out any feare, alwaies when he willmaye harme, And it 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 20 


moſt ſeems an impoſſible thing that he dothnot hurt. Foz 
knowing that the godcannot kpe companye o2 conſozte 
with him, it is behonefull fo2 him tobeare them hatred, 
and knowing that they are followed and fauoured of all 
the reſt that be god: it behoues him likewiſe to and in 
feare of the. Now therfoze tocſcape from him that hates, 
that feares, and that hath power to do euill: doth ariſe 
moꝛe of aduenture then reaſon. 


V P opinion is that if novilitie and grauitte(à ſpeak of 17 
]Withat wherofmen ſuperũtially make ſuch eſtunation? 
do not conſiſt in any other thing then in the long ſucceſſi- 

on of our aunceſtours beginnings and euents, and of god 
counſel; Be may be called moſt noble & moſt graue, whole 
knowledge and whoſe counſell doth ſpzing from theſe ac⸗ 
cidents that are bozne from the beginning of the woꝛld 

euen vntill this pzeſent time. 


E Uen as it is agreat offfce foz vs to pꝛaiſe thoſe things 17 4 
that are of wicked and pernitious example: (0 it is no 
leſſe finne and ſhame to burye thoſe in obliuion the which 
thꝛough their merites of vertue, deſerue to be moſt highly 
telebzated. 
'T Bat Common- wealth where iuſtice is found foz the 
po:e,chaſtiſement foz thoſe that be inſolent 4 tirants, 77 5 
weight and meaſure in thoſe things that are ſolde foz the 
vie of man, exerciſe and diſcipline amongſt pong men, 
(mail couetouſnes amongſt olde perſons: can neuer pe⸗ 
riſhe. 
Au ought not to beleeue, that to make choiſe of a — 
god maiſter foꝛ his ſonne is of ſmall impoztance, foz 
ik in this point he do not vſe very great diligence, he doath 
burden himlelfe with a great fault t my opinion therefoꝛe 
is, that be ought not to giue the office of inſfruging his 
Donne in ſuch ſoꝛt as other offices are giuen, that is either 
fo; requeſtes, either fo; 1 either foz impoztunitie, 
2 either. 
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either foz ametie, either elſein reſpect to reward ſome ſer- 
nice, foz although ſome of his ſubiects haue been Ambaſla⸗ 
dours in range and fozraine Countries, oz the Generall 
of his armpe, oz that he hath bo2ne in his ropall Courte 
great offices,yet fo2 all that it followes not, that be ſhould 
be apt to inſtract the Sonne of his Pzince. Foz to be a god 
Generall, it is requiſite foꝛ him to be ful of valour, and ve⸗ 
rye foʒtunate: but to be the maiſter and inſtrudour ot a 
Pꝛince, it is neceſſary that he be indowed with great ver- 
tue, iopned together with a ſetled and ſtaide minde. 
] N the aduerſe chaunces of our life, and in the perſecati- 
ons offoztune, where induſtt ie and, fozce dooth a little 
belpe.it is the beſt remedy to eſteem of them like men, and 
ta diſſeemble them like pꝛudent perſons, 
HE that takes in hand to perfozme any enterpꝛiſe, and 
afterwarves doth not know how to iſſue fo2th of the 
ſame,oz to bzing it to an end, either he (hall faile in Con⸗ 
ſcience,o2 it is ouer troubleſome and tedious,fo2 he that is 
afraide ofſhame,and doth poſſefſe a wozthie 4 noble hart, 
either muſt make an end of that enterpziſe hehath taken 
vpon him, oz elſe declare the occaſion that mones him to 
gine it oner, 


17 9 J Vis difference is diſcerned bet wirt one Pꝛince and an 


other, that he that is euill is onely obeyed, but he that 
is god, is both obeyed and loued, and beſides that a good 
and vertuous pzince, makes hard enterpziſes to ſem light 
but with a firant thoſe that be light aremade moſt hard, 
though their pernitious naughtines. Happy is he there⸗ 
foze that is obeyed, but moſt happy the other that is both 
obeyed andloned,fo2 the bodie becomes weary to obepe, 
oh — minde is neuer wearied neither euer ſatiſfied with 
uing. 
A God Pꝛince ought neuer to laye handes vpon any 
man,foz what iniurie ſoeuer he hath done him, foz his 
hands ought neuer to be exerciſed in the reuenging of in- 
iuries don againſt him, but in defending and reuenging 
. q"; 
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the iniuries ofthole that obey him 


O Ne of thole things p a wiſe Pzince ought to haue an g 


eye vnto: is, that his Gouernours 02 iudges, dw not 
conſent, that in their Common-wealth þ auntient lawes 
be bꝛoken: and that theyinduce not new and range cus 
ſomes, foz the people is ſo variable and light, that cuerye 
— they would haue a newePzince, and change newe 
awes. 


Pꝛince ought to make reckoning of his reut᷑nues, but g 


ik he foꝛget to redzeſſe thoſe offences and faultes that 
are committed in his Territozies, and makes no account 
of them: he is woꝛthy of repzehenſion, fo2 the people pape 
their tribute to the Pzince, to the intent he may ſet them 
free from their enemies, and defend them from Tirants. 


T Vole things that terrifie pzocure emnitie, and againſt 18 3 


the encreaſe and pꝛoceding therof, enery one dooth op⸗ 
poſe himſelfe, but the pꝛoweſſe of the hart and the bountye 
of the minde,and theſe things that are magnificently don, 
with their ſhining quallities and beautie:doth moue eucn 
our aduerſaries and enemies to loue vs, and meruaile at 
vs, oꝛ rather to wozſhip and reuerence vs, 


thing is moze eaſie,then in our thought and imagi 184. 


N nation to dzawe and ſet downe in what manner it is 
bettter to do a thing after one ſozte, then after another 
ſoꝛte, but to put it in execution is not ſo light a matter, foz 
that there be many things, the which empeche, diſturb and 
dꝛaw back thoſe that execute the ſame. 

] T is an honeſt parte to pardon thoſe that be poꝛe when 


they do erre, and to examine himſelfe to ſ& if in his 


minde any diffect peraduen ture doth lye hid, to the in⸗ 
tent he giue not to others that blame which he doth me- 
rite himſelfe: foz oftentimes it comes to paſſe, either 
thꝛough lightnes oz ouerthwartnes, oz thzough pᷣ haſte oz 
rage of our ſuperiours, that thoſe thinges that be well oꝛ⸗ 
dained, are ſpopled: and thoſe enterpziſes , that with 
diligence and diſcretion are put in execution: fall a 

0 
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to the contrarpe. 
186 ＋ Hole that do ſharpe and bitterly tommaund, and foz 
euerp (mall fozeſeing that falles out, become furi- 

ouſlye angrye and in no caſe can be pacified, beſides that 
they do vniuſtly:they muſt think that they are enutroned 
with moꝛe enemies then frends. 

Here is great ditficultie placed in endeuouring our 

ſe lues in all things, not only to obſerue meaſure: but 
alſo to eſtabliſh in our thoughtes what meaſure 1s, foz ſo 
much as offices and dueties dochange accozding to the 
verſons, the times, the age, the nature, and the cuſtomes 
of men: the vſe ol places, countries and accoꝛding to other 
things, which are almoſt without matter : the which vas 
rietie he that would on a ſodaine ſe and vnderſtand, it is 
conuenient that he be of a ſharp wit t quick conſideration, 
188 G the ſubſtance ot riches makes him verpe 

20ud and inſolent, that poſſeſſeth the ſame as Ari - 

ſtotle doth ſay in his Kethozick, but he that doth wiſelye 
beholde this parte, wil ſay with Senecca, that none is moze 
wozthy oz nere vnto God, then he that deſpiſeth and ſcofs 
feth at riches : The which J do not denye laith Senecca, 
that thon ſhouldeſt poſſeſſe: but J would haue thee fo poſ⸗ 
ſeſſe it not fearefullpe, the which thou (halt do by this one⸗ 
ly meanes if thou perſwade thy ſelfe to liue happilye and 
in kelicity without it, and if thou doſt hebolde it with eyes, 
which are alwaies to faile the. 


189 ] ve antiquity do hold, that wiſe men onely can do that 


which they deſire, and d wicked that which they haue 
appetite vnto, but not that which they deſire, foz they do 
all thinges whilſte by theſe thinges in which they delight 
they think to quiet them ſelues in that god which they de- 
ſirg, but they cannot obtaine it, fo; thoſe that are wicked 
t in neuer ariſe to foztitude; 


190 Woben any man doth go about to bꝛing a w2athfull and 


fur ious perſon into the tearms of reaſõ and iuſtice: he 
doth ſhew himſelk that either he is not very wiſe, oz oner 
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" diligent: fozſomuch as when ire is enflamed and that it 


bath blinded the vnderſtanding of many, he cannot be qut- 
eted thzough any conſolation that he can haue;neither 
thzough any reaſon that can be tolde him, 

V V Ven men ol baſe qualitie do appꝛoche and iopne in 


amitie with the chefeſt ofthe Cittie. and contrari⸗ *2* 


wiſe when the riche and the might ye reteiue thoſeperſons 
that be baſe and poꝛe into their houſe:it ſ@mes that both 
of them do not care foz the perfection of vertue , but 
onely intentiue about pꝛofite oz pleaſure : the which may 
be knowne by this, that they do not goe about to pꝛocure 
themſelues the ſeruice of honeſt men, iuſt, well mannered, 
andfull of valour: but thoſe that be liberall and rich, if the 
one and the other may be found:the rich in contrary ſozte 
do not ſearch foz others, but ſuch as be painefull, craftye, 
diligent, pzofitable and ſparing, commending ſuch moze 
then any vertuous quality. 


E Aten as the pꝛide of any perſon with familiaritie, with ; ,, 


oftendiſcourſes,and with pleaſantnes, is aſwaged and 
made moze modeſt: ſo with hautines, with melancholye 
and with taciturnitie it is made moze lofty and rude, 


| Poe of baſe qualitye ought to diſpiſe themſelues in 


ſuch ſozt with their bettters, that not only they do not 
touch and ininrtonfly moue the ouer-great familiaritye of 
the mightye in their teſtes; but alſo confeſſe that they are 
bound vnto them fo2 that they are ſo domeſtically vſed, 
12 no man eſtem ſo much his own pꝛoper counſel, but 


t 
that he ſuſfer himſelfe ſometimes to be gouerned ac⸗ 194 


coding fo the aduice of others: foz that man which dooth 
deſpiſe and make no acconnt ofother mens opinions, and 
will onlye foliowhis owne : let him hold himſelfe aſſured, 
that be ſhall commit errours in many things. 


03 


has is no pꝛudence to iudge things by their effects: foꝛ mas 79) 


ny times affaires that haue been well managed in — 
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ſell, haue had no god end: and thoſe that haue bene euill 
counſelled haue had a god end, And if we ſhould commend 
pernitious counſelles,foz their god end: we ſhould da no⸗ 
thing elſe, but giue courage to men to erre, which dooth 
greatly turne to the damage of Common-wealthes, fo: 
al waies euill counſell falles not out happily, ſo ſhould we 
erre if we did repꝛehend a wiſe determination, which hath 
not a iopfull ende: foʒ that it takes awape the courage of 
Citizens to giue counſell to the Cittie, and to ſpeake that 
which they vnderſtand. 


96 VV Venit doth chaunce vnto vs to denpe anpe thing 


thꝛough neceſſitie,to aſſure the perſon that doth de⸗ 
maund the ſame ot his god will, it is requiſite immediat⸗ 
ly to ſet an other abꝛoache ( if pou haue one) to offer him 
and that largely : in ſuch ſozte, as he may knowe that you 
make account of him, and that you deſire to pleaſure him, 
and by this meane vſed with reſped, he is ſoner ſatiſfied,if 
be haue any toynt ofhumanitie,then by any other means, 
by the which ſhould be graũted him that he did demaund. 
Do men do ſuffer thẽſelues to be ouercome by the nature 
ofcurteous wozdes, and become angrye at thoſe actions 
which are not accompliſhed with curteſie. 


197 i] YO and flatterie are two vices to be ſhunned 


of euery honeſt perſon, but much moze of thoſe that 
make pꝛofeſſion of god x oferemplarlife :fo2 that in ſuch, 
euerye (mall diffect that is diſcouered, is ſufficient to per⸗ 
ſwade,that their other god operations haue been alwaies 
don fainedly,and fo2 any other end then todo god, but in 
others that are not bound to ſo ſtraite a life, but haue al- 
wales remained in a tertaine honeſt liberty:it ſemes that 
they are noted foz leſſe vitious , when ſpeciallye they 
are directed to do god,fo2z when we goe about by flatterie 
to make any one the moze our freend, and not that he by 
the meanes of our flatterie ſhould become wicked: it is 
moze to be boꝛne withal. o detraction o2 ſpeaking euill of 
any perſon,when it is done againſt any one, which dooth 
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manifeſtipe empeche pzinctpall determinations : and then 
when any vice of his is dircouered, and ſpeciallye of thoſe 
that do harme vertue, wherof be of whome euill is ſpoken 
doth greatly make pzofeſſion as Gould fall out: if of a god 
pꝛofeſſion, he make ſome naughty and wicked pꝛadiſe, if ot 
liber all, ſome ſigne of couetouſnes: Foz all that it is neceſ⸗ 
ſary it ſhould be done with ſo great modeſty, and in things 
ſo maniteſt, that it may appeare rather that occaſton doth 
— it doth ariſe of thy owne will and 

eaſure. 

T may be ſaide with reaſon, that there is no ditfed, but 198 

that occaſion may cauſe it to be accepted foz leſſe euill: 
fo2 time is the head and foundation that makes vs able to 


- conclade euerye qualitye of buſines, how difficile ſoener it 


be : as contrariwiſe, to woozke any thing out of time, 
is an occaſion that thoſe that be eaſie, become almoſte 
impoſſible. 1 
Cople ground themſelues vpon vaine hope and fallible 199 
determinations, bardie when they are farre off from 
perrilles, fainte harted and weake minded when per⸗ 
rilles are nere at hand:do obſerue no moderation in their 
doings, 
] Tis very hard to anſwer oz concur with the conceites of , 
men, wherfoze the moſt parte are not of a due t mature 
conſideration ; neither meaſuring things with their right 
p2opoztions. 
] N publick affaires we ought diligentipe to conſider of 01 
the beginnings, fo2 that it is not after in the power of 
men,to part from the deliberations alreadye made,and in 
the which they haue perſeuered long time, without diſho- 
nour and perrill. 
| He hope of fozraine perſons meaſured rather with de- , .. 
fire then with reaſon, do almoſt alwaies fall out to be 
fallible and moſt vaine. 
T Ve authozity of thoſe that repzehend things that haue 20; 
ſucceeded vninckelye, would be oftentimes leſſe: = 
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ſell, haue had no god end: and thoſe that haue bene euill 
counſelled haue had a god end, And if we ſhouldcommend 
pernitious counſelles,fo2 their god end: we ſhould da no⸗ 
thing elſe, but giue courage to men to erre, which doofh 
greatly turne to the damage of Common-wealthes, foz 
al wates euill counſell falles not out happily, ſo ſhould we 
erre if we did repꝛehend a wiſe determination, which hath 
not a iopfull ende: fo2 that it takes awape the courage of 
Citizens to giue counſell to the Cittie, and to ſpeake that 
which they vnderſtand. 


96 VV Venit doth chaunce vnto vs todenye anye thing 


thꝛough neceſſitie,to aſſure the perſon that doth de- 
maund the ſame of his god will, it is requiſite immediat⸗ 
ly to ſet an other ab2oache(if you haue one) to offer him 
and that largely : in ſuch ſozte, as he may knowe that you 
make account of him, and that you deſire to pleaſure him, 
and by this meane vſed with reſpeche is ſoner ſatiſfied,if 
be haue any topnt of humanitie, then by any other means, 
by the which ſhould be graũted him that he did demaund. 
Do men do ſuffer theſelues to be ouertome by the nature 
ofcurteous woꝛdes, and become angrye at thoſe actions 
which are not accompliſhed with curteſie. 


197 6— and flatterie are two vices to be ſhunned 


of euery honeſt perſon, but much moze of thoſe that 
make pꝛofeſſion of god x oferemplarlife :fo2 that in ſuch, 
euerye ſmall diffect that is diſcouered, is ſufficient to per⸗ 
ſwade, that their other god operations haue been alwates 
don fainedly, and fo2 any other end then to do god, but in 
others that are not bound to ſo ſtraite a life, but haue al⸗ 
wales remained in a tertaine honeſt liberty:it ſemes that 
they are noted foz leſſe vitious, when ſpeciallpe they 
are directed to do god, foʒ when we goe about by flatterie 
to make any one the moze our friend, and not that be by 
the meanes of our flatterie ſhould become wicked: it is 
moze to be bozne withal.@o detraction o2 ſpeaking euill of 
any perſon, when it is done againſt any one, which dooth 
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manifeltiye empeche pzinctpall determinations : and then 
when any vice of his is dircouered, and ſpeciallye of thoſe 
that do harme vertue, wherof be of whome euill is ſpoken 
doth greatly make pzofeſſion as Gould fall out: if of a god 
pꝛofeſſion, he make ſome naughty and wicked pꝛadiſe, if ot 
liberal, ſome ſigne of couetouſnes: Fo2 all that it is neceſ- 
ſary it ſhould be done with ſo great modelty.andin things 
ſo manifeſt, that it may appeare rather that occaſion doth 
— it doth ariſe of thy owne will and 

eaſure. | 

C may be ſaide with reaſon, that there is nodiffec, but 198 

that occaſion may cauſe it to be accepted foz leſſe euill ; 
fo2 time is the bead and foundation that makes vs able to 


- conclade euerye qualitye of buſines, how difficile ſoener it 


be: as contrariwiſe, to woozke any thing out of time, 
is an occaſion that thoſe that be eaſie, become almoſte 
impoſſible. K 
Cople ground themſelues vpon vaine hope and fallible 199 
determinations, bardie when they are farre off from 
perrilles, fainte harted and weake minded when per⸗ 
rilles are nere at hand:do obſerue no moderation in their 
doings, 
LT is very hard to anſwer oz concur with the conceites of , o 
men, wherfoze the moſt parte are not of a due 4 mature 
conſideration: neither meaſuring things with their right 
pꝛopoztions. 
H public affaires we ought diligentlye fo conſider of 01 
the beginnings, foz that it is not after in the power of 
men,to part from the deliberations alreadye made,and in 
the which they haue perſeuered long time, without diſho- 
nour and perrill, | 
Tobe hope of fozraine perſons meaſured rather with de- , _. 
fire then with reaſon, do almoſt alwaies fall out to be 
fallible and moſt vaine. 
T Ve authozity of thoſe that repzehend things that haue 203 
ſucceeded vniuckelye, would be oftentimes leſſe : = 


The Quinteſcence of Wi. 


the ſelfeſame time we could know, that which would haut 
faulne out if we had pzoceded diuerſiye. 
VV arres are made with the weapons of Soulviers 
204 and with the counſel] of Captaines, they are accom 
pliſhed by fighting in Campania, not with the dzaughtes 
Which thoſe men that are vnerpert in warfare do ſet down 
vpon papers,anddopaynte out with their Pencilles, 03 
with their fingers 02 a rod in the duſt, 
205 I Vat which is deſired of many dath feldome times ſuc- 
cede,fo2 the effects of humaine actions doth commonly 
depend vpon the willes of fewe, and the finall end and in 
tention of theſe,being almoſt alwaies diuers and varying 
from the ends and intention of many: the things can very 
hardly ſacced otherwiſe then accoꝛding to the intention of 
thoſe, that giue them their firlt motion. 
206 | T is a raſh temeritie to determine to enter into warres 
by the which if it fall out vnfoztunately, we are to par⸗ 
titipate of parte of all þ euills,moze then our rates comes 
to:but ſucceeding p2oſperoullye, not to haue any poztion 
therof,cuen of the leaſt parte of the benefites, 
N Ewtralitic in the warres of others, is a commenda⸗ 
207 1 Vble thing, and by the which moleſtations and expen⸗ 
ces are ſhunned, when thy fozces are not ſo weake that 
thou art to feare the vicozies of euerpe one of the pars 
ties: koꝛ then it bzings vnto the great ſecuritie, and ves 
rye often their greatnes, meanes foz the to encreaſe thy 
ſkate, 
208 VI anye belene that death is a thing to be deſired 
of thoſe that are in the height of pzoſperitie, but it is 
a molt happie death of him that dyes, hauing gained a glo- 
rious victozie, 
209 V VY 3 men do not alwaies diſtearne and iudge per⸗ 
kettlp: it behoues that oftentimes that there be 
ſhewed ſignes of weakenes in humaine bnderſtanding. ' 
210 H E that hath to make lawes to ſundꝛye perſons that 
haue ſundzy endes not confozmable to his owne: can 


[ 
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no long time make foundation in p confederations made 

with them, fozſomuch as the affaires in confederations, 

may be by aduerſe and ſundzy chaunces reduced into ma⸗ 

ny difficulties. 

* — p2edictions in pꝛoſperitp are ſmally credited, 21! 
but when aduerſities begin to appeare.they are ouer- 

much beleucd, 

]T is a greater difficultie without compariſon, to kepe 212 

and conſerue from the leſſe perrils that which remaines 

when once we begin to decline,then it is to him that doth 

enfozce t endeuour himſelfe to maintain his own dignity 

and degre,ifhe turne himſelfe ſpedilye againſt him that 

doth go about to oppꝛeſſe him, without making any ſigne 

that he is willing to giue place, 


[ N thole warres commonly made of many Pzinces, a- 213 

gainſt one alone is accuſtomed to ariſe greater feares 

then effects: foꝛ the firſte furies are ſone (pedily aſſwa⸗ 

ged, whillte there doth ſperdily beginne to ſpꝛing varietie 

of opinions, which doth amongſt them-weaken their 

leage of faith. 

A the adion of armes, the conditionand partie is farre 214. 
better of him that ſtapes and expedes to be aſſaul- 

ted, then of him that doth goe about to aſſault an 

other, 

T He clemencie of Pzinces hath alwaies bzought them 

beneuolence and reputation. Cruelty(where it is not 

necetaryec) hath alwaies wzought contrary effeces, nei⸗ 

ther as many doth vap2udently bel&ue, hath it remoned 

the impediments and difficulties; but encreaſcd them, and 

made them greater, 


215 


[ A the armyes of leages, pꝛouiſions do neuer concur to- , , - 
gether in one ſelltime: And amongſt ſo many wills, whe 
there is ſundzy intereſts and ſundzy ends, there doth eaſi⸗ 
ly ariſe,diſozders-diſcozds, diſpleaſures 4 miſtruſtes, and 
Y 2 neuer 
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neuer is there found any pzompt ſpeꝛdines to execute gals 
lantly when the fauour of foʒtune doth ſhew her ſeife be- 
nigne and fauourable, neither of diſpoſitton to reſiſt con- 
fantly when ſhe doth liſt to frowne. 
217 1 is a moſt perrilous parte, to conlozte our ſelues in a⸗ 
ny warre, in the which the mighty pꝛouiſions of the con- 
federates may as well hurt as benefit. 
218 [TL is a moze pʒudent and a moze eaſie counſell to goe a⸗ 
bout to eſtabliſhe amitie with him that vawillinglye 
would become thy enempe, then with him that at no time 
can become thy frend. 
219 Hen to be blamed that thzough ouer aboundant ſu⸗ 
ſpition and miſtruſt, doth depꝛiue himſeite of thoſe 
great occaſions which he with difficulties and perrils hath 
gained, but much moze he is to be repꝛehended which doth 
it thzough a fearefull and baſe minde,then he that doth it 
though generofitie and greatnes. 
120 [T comes by nature, that after ſaſpec followes hate, al⸗ 
ter hate followes harmes, after harmes followes the 
familiaritie and confederations with the enemies of him 
that hath offended, and the determination not onely to al⸗ 
ſure himſelfe,but to gaine : Mozeouer, with the ruine of 
the endamaged, the memozy of the iniurye, greater with⸗ 
aut doubt and moze diſpleaſant in him that doth it then in 
him that receiues it. 
221 | Bepꝛincipall grounds in determining vpon anyenter- 
pꝛiſe be, the iuſtite and right of the cauſe, the facilitie 
and eaſines to ouercome,the fruit and commoditp of the 
* victozte. 
1 T! He deſire of liberty almoſt a thing naturall in al men 
© ought toconſif in the equall pꝛopoꝛtion of the condi- 
tions, artes, and qualities of the Citizens,a moſt neceſſary 
foundation in populare gouernment. 
223 A the diftridution of Magiſtrates, and the determi⸗ 
nation of the lawes dependes vpon the arbitriment of 
fewe: the Citizens then being intentine, not about pubs 


* 


OE Ia Gout. Ys i 
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like pzofites, but about conefous and pziuate affaires, 
there doth ariſe particular ſects and conſpiracies, with the 
which the deuiſions of the Cittie doo ioyne themſelnes, a 
moſt aſſured plague and death to the Common wealthcs 
of empires and gouernments. 

— was neuer accounted wiſdome to determin vpon any 

matter of moment, without long conſultation and with- 224 

ont reuoluing and diſgeſting the lame in cur mindes, an 


_* #nffnite number of times, 


F his owne nature nothing is moꝛe ſhozte, nothing 225 
both line a iefſe while then the memo2y of benefitcs, 
and ſo much the greater they be: ſo much the moze they are 
paid with the partes of ingratitude,fo2 he that cannot noz 
will not blot them out with requitalics:dooth oftentimes 
goe about to deface them, by perſwading himlelfe that 
they haue not been ſo great as they were, and thoſe which 
become aſhamed that they were bzought into ſuch teams 
that they haue had nerd of benefites, growe to be diſpleſcd 
that they haue receined them: in ſuch ſozte that hate is of 
moꝛe effec in them, thꝛough the auntient memozy of their 
neceſſitie,info which they did fall: then the bond of the ob⸗ 
ligation thzough the confederation of the curteue which 
bath been vſed vnto them. 
VV Vere inſolence is: there is blindenes, where vaine , , - 
lightnes is: there is no knowledge of vertue, no 
iudgement to difcearne the actions of others, neither 
no grauitie to meaſure that which is conuement to him 
ſelfe. 
Be pzactiſes, the pꝛeparations, and the opperations 
of confederates: are differred,interrupted.b2oken off, 227 
and varied, acco2ding to the fozces, acco2ding to the ends, 
and accoꝛding to the tounſelles of Pzinces, whereby it is 
not eaſte to make an aſſured and firme knotte and vnion, 
where there be diuerfities ol mindes,variety of wils, and 
change of conditions and qualities: 1 
* 2 ci 
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228 58 that bend of their ownep2oper inclination to 
p:cferre vtilitie befoze fidelifie, are caſilye perſwaded 
the ſelfeſame that other Pꝛinces are. 
., | Ve common people of his nature is couetous alwaies 
229 f new things, who are eaſie to be filled with vaine er⸗ 
rours and with falſe perſwaiſions, euen as the waues of 
the Sea are rouled fozward with the blaſts of winde. 


230 AS ol an vnerpert and vncapable judge, we cannot lok 
foꝛ a right ſentence: ſo of a people that is full of cons 
ſuſton and ignoꝛaunce, we cannot lok foz but by meare 
chaunce , an election and deliberation of reaſon and diſ- 
cretion. 
2.31 Lis the nature ot men when ther departe from one ex⸗ 
treme in the which they haue bene holden violentlye, to 
runne voluntarily without ſtaping in the meane, into o⸗ 
ther extremeties. | 
He ſucceſſe of warres depend foz the moſt parte ofre- 
232 © putations: the which when they decline, the valour 
and vertue of the Souldiers likewiſe decline, the fidelitye 
ofthe people deminiſhe, the reuenues appointed to ſuſtain 
the warres grow to be nothing, 4 contrariwiſe the minde 
of the enemies encreaſe, doubts are nouriſhed,and al ſozts 
of difficulties do auament infinitely. 
233 7 Nall humaine actions it is oftentimes requiſite to ac- 
commodate and frame our counſell to our neceſſitie, 
neither fo2 the deſire we haue to obtaine that part which 
is ouer difficile and almoſt impoſſible to put all to the ha⸗ 
zard of manifeſt perrilles. 
12 leages wherin there chaunceth to be many po⸗ 
234 L ü'tentates, are not ſo firme oz of ſuch contoꝛd, but that 
we may hope that they wil become colder, oʒ ſome of them 
to diſ· vnite himſelfe from the reſt. 5 
235 Js is the nature of men, that thoſe things which in the 
beginning pꝛeſent themlelues verye teriblye: do 1 
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ſach ſozte cancell and diminiſh the ſame from day to day, 
that if no newe accidents do ariſe that may make freſhe 
and quicken the terrour and feare they haue: They make 
themſclaes in the pꝛoceſſe of ſmall tune, almoſt aſſured. 


Eu one that doth perteiue and ſmelles out, that 
there is no account made ol hum: becomes angry, an⸗ 238 
ger makes him bolde, oz elſe ſointimes to apple himſelfe 

to thinke moſte perrillous thinges the which oftentimes 
comes to paſſe: and chertel if to audatitie, any authozity 

be iopned to ſome ſingular quality that is in the perſon of 

him that is growne ſo audatious, | 


| [the determinations and pzactiſes, ſo much the 
mozef q1reconſideredof, ſo much the vnwillinglye 29 
they are tau u in hand: wherupon it doth alwaies come 
to paſſe, that thoſe commozations and rebellions that 
giue (pace of time to the execution of them: are diſ- 
couered. 
He name of liberty is ſo wozthy a thing, that no fozce + 38 
tan tame it, no time can conſume it, and no merite can 
tounterpeſe it: in ſo much as to go about to maintain ſer⸗ 
uilitie in a free Citie: foꝛrain fozces are not ſufficient, and 
of thoſe within the ſame, a man can put no confidence, foz 
thole that be now frendes, and comfo2t others to take v⸗ 
pon them the Signozie: when they haue by the authozt- 
tie of their new Loꝛd onerth2owen their enemies, they go 
about afterwardes as they can oz mape, to thzuſt out the 
Pꝛinte, and make themlelues Loꝛds. 


O one that is accuſtomed to liue loſe and at libertye,e- , 39 
uerp chaine is waighty,and euery bond dothpinch, al⸗ 
though to finde a violent ſtate with a god Pzince, is al- 
moſt impoſſible : foz of neceClitte it is conuenient, either 
that they become like, oz elle that (pedilye the one oz the 
other do ruinate. 


N 
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Hat Cittie that mould maintaine it ſelfe moze by ſects 


_ T —— —vuyęê —— — 


at home without oppoſition: of neteſſity it comes to paſle, 
that it deuide it ſelle, fozfrom theſe pꝛiuat meanes it can; 
not defend it ſelf,the which foz her ſafetie the had firſte oz⸗ 
dained. 


2.41 JT zme is not ener altogether commodious to wozke a 


thing in, in ſuch ſozt, that whoſceuer doth expe all the 
tcommodities, 02 elſe doth neuer attempt any thing: oz if 
he dw attempt it. doth perkoꝛme it fox the moſt parte to his 
diſaduauntage. 


242 A S Erconices which otherwiſe ſhould be ſmal, vecome 


in warres capitall, hauing againſt him a pzepared e- 
nemy, which gines no time to underſtand them, but doth 
indeuour himlelle to encreaſe them with induſtrie, ſear- 
ching alwaies to dzawe the vidoꝛie wholye vnto him: fo 
in like ſozte, (mall errours made in demaunding of ho- 
noars, become moſt greeuous and heauye, and a mall 
mutation of onr willes doth engender in vs great ef- 
feces, 


243 —— — ſeene, that when anye reſolution is 


made, either with ouer ſpedpe oz wich ouer great affec- 
tion:atwates we do that which is emili,fo2 ſo much as the 
one dath not giue vs time to finde out and diſtipher thoſe 
things that ought tobe colidered of befoze we tontiude: 
the other dathſobuſie and occupy our mindes that it doth. 
not ſuffer vs toknowany thing, but that whichdoth vꝛge 
at that inſtant. To theſe two ſozts of men two other may 
be topned, and that is that we finde ſome, that althongh 
they bane ſufficient tume to be able to conſider and are 
vopde of affection :neuertheleſſe,thzough a certain natu⸗ 
rall folly oꝛ incapacity,oz though a continuallnegligence 
they vſe in their affaires: do neuer perfozm any god thing 
02 accompliſhments to the purpoſe. 


444 VV Þen our atfaires are reduced info ſuch teannes, 


that there remaines no other hope then the pꝛoui⸗ 


- =. 
* * wW 


perſon, 


Lis a wonderfal and very perilous parte foz him that 246 
goes about to ſet at liberty any people, that many caſe 
deſires to remaine in ſeruitude and ſlauerie. 

Lis a perillous matter to nouriſh one that hath great 

reputation vniuerſallye, ſoꝛ as it is eaſie to oppꝛeſſe and 247 
withitand diſozders at the beginning, ſo ſuffering them to 
encreaſe.it is a moze hard matter to pteld remedye. 

Dod Citizens, in the gouernment of Common- 

A ealtßes, ought to take ſo much as is giuen them of 248 
men and the lawes : and in ſo doing they ſhall neither in- 
carreperrill noʒ enuie: foz that which a man doth take, 
and not that which is giuen vato a man, doth cauſe = 
2 J. 
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dente of God: to hazard and aduenture, enter in, to ſup⸗ 
plye the place of reaſon and of pzudence, in ſuch ſozte that 
we ought not to leaue act to attempt thoſe thinges that 
ſme vnto vs to be of (mall foundation, in reſpec ofhu- 
maine pzudence ; foz ſo much as our moſt bleſſed Sautour 
and God, many times, to the intent to make the wiſe⸗ 
domes of the wozlde appeare vaine,ſuffers a ſome certain 
ſozte of people,torunne into great calamities: foz that he 
doth gine and ſend vs his mercie, in thoſe cauſes in the 
which the grounds of reaſon doth fatle vs. 
"Uen as melancholly and heauines ofthe minde under 245 
which Jeloſie is compzehended : euen as ſuſpition, 
feare,and (ſuch other humours chaunce vnto men and to 
their mindes : lo likewiſe doth the very ſame fall out in 
the negotiation of our affaires, foz ſo much as after be- 
ginning is giuen to anyenterpziſe,the minifter e executoʒ 
therof be not patient to conſerue it whole: then will ariſe 
vato him infinite accidents, which will bs apt to bzing him 
into infirmitie;and mozeouer to make him dye. Therfoze 
it is neceſſary befoze things are moued, to conſider well of 
all thoſe contraries that may fall out, as well of the Ams- 
baſſadours parte, as of his Pꝛinces parte, and as well of 
thoſe with whome he hall negotiate, as of euerpe other 
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to behated,and ſuchperfons ſhal obtaine moze then thoſs 
that going about to get other mens poztions loſe their 
own : and befoze they loſe the ſame, liue in continual greef 
and lor C. 
———ů— it the effectes and 
bamoures of feare, and that by ſo much the moze, by 
bow much it is violent and baſe, it falles out of neceſſitie, 
that no leſſe the Tirant then be that is tiranniſed, ſhould 
be full of terrour and feare : foz he that commaunds ouer 
ſeruile perſons is not fre, anda Tirant being ſuch a one, 
it followes that he ſhould be.ſeruile as well as his people: 
and ſo both of the one ſide and the other doth ariſe fozcible 
aces and great indignities, in ſuch maner that feare doth 
alwates ſpzing and encreaſe, 


Ames, Lawes, and diuine honours in a wel gonerned 
250 Citie oz Common-wealth,can neuer be ſeperated but 
with deſtruction ofenery one of them, foz that being vni⸗ 
ted together, they are maintained entire ruling one an o⸗ 
ther, and ſo ſone as they are diſſeuered: that which pers 
aduenture without his two companions, did ſ@me by it 
ſelfe to be ſuſficient: doth ſpedilye fall it it be not ſuctou⸗ 
red, wherfoze it is requiſite that they haue the thꝛe qua⸗ 
lities of the ſoule oꝛ minde of man: which is Migilatiue, 
Senſatiue, and Intellediue: which are not to make thꝛe 
ſoules, but one onlpe act by the operation of thz& powers, 
and ſo conſequentlye we are of no value in humaine per- 
fections ; without recipꝛocall aide and helpe. 


251 ] N warfare, valour and art are ofgreat wozthines, but 
their perfection conſiſtes in knowing how to vſe mozrall 
vertues: and vnderſtanding poleticke affaires: and in 
treading the lot ſteppes of ancient and good Captaines, 


252 [A the times and taſes impoztant in warfare, we ought 
to giue intire authozitie to him that doth _—_— 


249 


&Q > 
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ſame,and fo put in him the full managing thereof, yet 
with this pꝛouiſa, that he haus about him Counſellers 
ol god vnderſtanding, with whome he may conferre all 
the whole courſe of his enterpꝛiſes. 


| N the accidents ofhumaine chaunces, donbtfull cauſes 
are alwaies conſulted vpon: fo2 it appertaines not to 
make any conſultation vpon thoſe that be certaine: foz 
doubts do ſpꝛing of that which is within the compaſſe 
and power of chaunce, and not of pzudence: wherefoze 
we ought to conſider how many partes there is within 
the one and the other: foz in conſultation when a man is 
not conſtrained by neceſlitie , and his beginning dooth 
depend wholye of his owne will, which is altogither fre; 
he doth toſſe in his minde touching the ſucceſſion of his en- 
terpꝛiſe, whither is greater, his hope oz his feare: and 
takes reſolution not to attempt the ſame, when meare 
chaunce is to haue greateſt fozce : and contrariwiſe to at- 
— the ſame when pꝛudence ought to haue the greater 
wape. 


E that is meanelye wicked, and likewiſe he that is 254 


meanelpe god, doth euill in the handes of one that 
is verye mightilye wicked, but the verye mightye good 
perſon, doth ouercome the very mighty euill perſon, 


W Hen Common · wealthes arc well adminiſtred, the 


perſecutions of the enuious which thzough our 255 


god woozkes they pꝛadiſe againſt vs, do fall out to be to 
our greater aduauncement: foz being conſtrained by the 
trueth, to bzing fwzth and perfourme ages contrarye to 
their motions and pzoceding: they da that againſt vs, 
Which a Racket doth againſt a tennice ball, the which by 
how much the moze it is ltricken , by ſo much the-moze it 
doth reboundin height, and therefoze in ſtead of abaſing 
vs, they do exalte vs⸗ | | 


1 Atis: 
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T is no doubt but that other mens continnall ſeneritie, 
eraſperate our mindes, but euen as the ouer · much 
fatherly pardoning ſuffers the childe to runne aftraye to a 
licentious and a diſobedient life: enen ſo the ouer- great 
abundance of pleaſures in a Pzince, doth ſpoyle his Citi⸗ 
gens and his Souldiers, and is pet an occaſton of greater 
domage,when it is vſed with perſons of account 4 degree! 
foz thoſe that be heads and pzincipalles by offering things 
not lawfull,take poſſeſſion and become maiſters of their 
adminiſtrations : and beſides that by little and litle to be 
their ſaperiours: And mozeoner, their inſolence maye 
wozke moze pernitious effects then can that of the multi⸗ 
tude, it being very ealle to knowe, whither many perſons 
gathered together bend themſelues, as it is a thing of 
difficile vnderſtanding to diſcipher the ſecrets of one man 


alone. 
257 VV Emay graunt vnto our freends and vnto gad Pin | 
tes, the entire poſſeſſion of our gods & of our lines, 
— 1 cauſe vs to do vniuſt and diſ⸗ 


258 Wenn the multitude arenot well pleaſed with their 


Pꝛince, be beholding the like lacknes in others, and 
that they all remain in þ ſelfeſame tcarms,they are much 
leſſe afflicted, and likewiſe foz that not without great cauſe 
they vnite themlelues to rebell againſt a god xlegitimate 
Pꝛince, thep ſappozte and beare his diſpleaſure : After 
thzough the aboundance of people in a ſfate of ſundzie and 
diners humours, and that fo2 the moſt part are of a weake 
bmderſfanding, by little and liftle they fo2get the ſame: 
But when a man of great account doth not reſt ſatiſſled 
touching any his impoztant requeſt, he retaines the dif- 
daine in the deapth or his minde : and accozding to the oc- 
currence,may conuert it into a pernitious execution. 


„We a Pꝛince is ſought vnto by any great per ſo- 
nage, ko any thing 1 6 2 and that he will 
not 
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not graunt the ſame : he ought to conſider of two things, 
The one is the neceſarye circumſtances, that is to ſape, 
thoſe things wherof doth ſpꝛing euill ſatiſfaction;the per- 

"fon that is euill content, and the time wherein the ſame 
doth occurre ; the other is to be aduertiſed and haue in 
memozy, to counterpealſe one benefite with one that bath 
been refuſed and reieded. 


He adminiſtration of a peaceable ſtate, is that which 260 


doth conſerue thoſe things that are gained in time of 
war,x as the ſtudies of peace yeeld ciuil pꝛudente, dᷣ which 
doth accommodate our diſcourſe touching themaner how 
to make warres : ſo likewiſe they maintame them, after 
we haue bzought backe victozie : Foz the facultie to ex- 
erciſe warres againſt our enemſes.foiling thoſe men that 
are not god, but in the ſame: come to hands together, to 
confend and to exerciſe in ſome ſozt their wittes and their 
- fozces,in the which they are ol value;being conſtrained by 
their nature and diſcipline, to wozke accozding to their 
knowledge, and acco2ding to their abilitie. 


A God Souldiour islike vnto bzight Stele the which 261 


th kep his bzight ſhining gloſſe whillte it is in con⸗ 
tinuall ererciſe,bat being not wzought withall takes ruſt; 
ruſt bz&ds to an eating cancker, and cancker makes con- 
tagion, in ſach ſozt,that right Souldiours which are not 
god : to any other end then to manage and handle wea- 
pons, in times of peace they ſuffer great damage in them- 
ſelues: and cauſe others to be pertakers therof. 


C Juilitie and warfare, onghtneceCarily to be iopned , -, 


together: fo2 conſtraining the wicked to take armes, 

{fwe be not well pꝛouided and of god vnd erſtanding 

either the common quiet will be continually diſturbed, 

oz elle we muſt chaſe them out ofthe Citie and State: al- 
the ſame be ruled with a very god gouernment. 


T falls out often in cotentions that he which ſeeth him- , 


felfe excluded,o2 that is fanoured of himſelfe,doth runne 
beavlong (ſetting aparte all reſpeds) rather to ſome third 
+ , 0 
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perſon, then to giue place vnto him that doth oppoſe him⸗ 
ſelfe againſt his intention. 

264 ME" haue no greater enemies then ouecr-great pꝛo⸗ 
LVIiſperities, foz that it makes them impotent of 
themſelues: licenttous, and bolde to commit euill, and 
deſirous to deſturbe their pꝛoper benefites and gods, with 
new deuiſes. 

265 | He intamie of timeritie: burtes Generalls and Cap⸗ 

taines, moze then the glozy of vicozie dooth benefite 
them: foz temeritie commits many errours, and is attri- 
buted wholy to the Captaine, but the pꝛoſperous ſucceſſe 
in matters of warfare at the leaſt, accozding to the opini⸗ 
on of men, is communicated to many. 

266 [Tis the otfice and parte of a wiſe Generall caſting in 

his minde, how often it is neceſaryein warres to varie 
deliberations, acco2ding to the varietie of the accidents: 
to feare and accommodate from the beginning ſo much as 
lyes in him, pzouidently foz all chaunces,and foz all coun⸗ 
ſelles, fog euen as the happie ſucceſſe ofenterpziſes, gaine 
to the Generall the beneuolence of þ Armie: ſo thoſe that 
are vnfoztunate get him hate and euill will, 


267 AP2udent man ought not to ſuſpect that ſmal credit and 
faith is giuen vnto him: and if he ſuſpect the ſame, he 

mult ſo ozder the matter, that the wicked do not knowe 

that he hath ſaſpition of the: to the intent that though 
feare, licence do not increace in them, and that they 

take not away their diligence c pꝛomptnes from others. 


T ©uching newe doubts,it is either god to faigne not to 
268. ® knoiwe them, oz elſe cloake them, not confirming them 
by belceuing them: foz ſo much as foz the moſt parte either 
they are altogither falſe.oz elſe much leſſe then that which 
is belceued of them. : 
26% IJ Vole whicherhozt us to dwany thing in thenight, are 
I oftentimes moued to commit ſome en 
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luz that the night couers in them that which the daye doth 

diſcouer, which is either feare oz ſhame, 

| gentry •— place ſoꝛ no 0, 5 

ther end, rule t empire, but to the intent men might 

haue recourſe from the vnmoueable and dead la wes, vn⸗ 

to the quick and bzeathing : if with the adozned wozks of 

charitie they do not ſearche to imitate them: they are not 

onely grteuouſlpe repzehended of enery one, but they do 

deſeruedlye incurre the difpleaſure and batred of his de⸗ 

nine mateſtie. 

VV Arres at home are much moze difficille andperril- 271 
lous then abꝛoade: foz defence is made moze eaſilpe 

abꝛoade and a farre off, then at home by our owne dazes: 

but if it be at home, it is no ſound counſell to remone it 

— that which is neere and at hand be exſtin⸗ 


T ae and the impzudence of miniſters and 272 
officers about Pzinces, maye do muche that other 
thꝛough negligence de not apply their affaires,o2 thzough 
wante of capacitie do not diſcearne of them-ſclues god 
counſell from enill. 
He euent of things is commonlye had in conſiderati- _ 
on of men, by the which ſometimes with pꝛaiſe ſomes 273 
times with infamie, acco2ding as they be either happye oz 
ouerthwart,doalwaies attribute to councell that which 
oftentimes pꝛoceds of foztune, 
18 and the cherfeſt pzaiſe in militarie diſtipline, 74 
conſiſfs moze in nat putting our ſelues in perill with⸗ 
out neceſſitie,in making the indeuours of dur aduerſaries 
vaine: by induſtrie, by patiente, and by arte: then by figh- 
ting moſt conragiouſly oz furiouſip. 
IJ Ve multitude haue bene accuſtomed to take pleaſure , ; 
in ſwert and delicate counſelles, rather then in thoſe 7 
that be mature and ripe, and oftentimes account them 
fo; wezthie perſons that do not meaſure their affaires 
p2udently, | = 
0 
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276 T ©dobenefites to him that doth perſwade bimſelfe, fo 
bauereceiued many iniuries: are not ſufficient to can⸗ 
ſell out ot his euill diſpoſed minde the memozye of the of- 
fences: chefely when the benefiteis don in ſuch a time, 
that it ſomes it pzoceedes moze of neceſſitie then of any 
voluntary deſire. 
277 Be counſelles and the ſecret grounds of Pzinces af- 
faires & actions, are diſperſed abꝛoade foz y moſt parte 
in a farre diſagreeing ſozt from that which is true in ef- 
fea: foz it falles to be commodious foz them to do one 
thing, whilſte the wozlde doth belteue another thing. 
278 [pEacoio a molt deſired andlacred thing, when it doth 
aſſure vs from ſuſpitions, when it doth not augment 
perrilles, when it doth induce men to be able to reſt, and 
to lighten them ofexpences: but when it bzingsfozth con⸗ 
trarie effects, and pernitious warres vnder the name of a 
traiterous and diſceitfull peate, it is a peſtiferous venome 
vnder the name of a hoaleſome medicine. 
279 -& are the eyes and the eares of States, 
and the other offices the eyes of Pzinces, but woe 
be vnto that Pzince,that ſometimes doth not ſes without 
thoſe eyes, 
2g 1 Pere is great differencs bet wixt hauing ot the @ub- 
I ies deſperate, and the hauing of them mal · cuntent: 
fo2 the firſt do not thinke vpon any other thing then vpon 
the change and the mutation of the State, the which they 
goe about to perfozme, with the hazard ol many perrils: 
the (ſecond deſire newe thinges, but they da not ſtirre 
— © TIE mai comming of them bythem- 


281 We onght tolok foz effectes and not foz demonſtrati- 
ons, and ſuperficiall — — 
ſes : and vet neuertheleſſe it is an incredible thing, what 
grace e fauour,curteſie and humanity doth obtaine vs a- 
mongſt men, J indge the reaſon is,foz that enery one doth 
belteue and eſt@me himſelle to merite ——— 

do 
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both deſerue oz merite: and therefoꝛe he hetomes diſylea⸗ 
ſed whenhe perteiues, that that account is not made of 
him that ſæmes to appertaine vnto him. | 
Se tan not be well gouerned without ſeueritie, 82 
but it ought to be mixt with dexteritze ; by making 
great demonſtrations, to the intent the people map bee 
lecue that cruoltie doth nat ple aſe ther, but that thou doft 
vle 4 neceſlitie, fo; the commoditye of the Commons 
wealth, 
AWan mult alwaies kepe and reſtraine hunſelfe from 
thole things that dw hurt oz not benefits ; therefoze he 
. ought not to ſpeakeany thing that dathdilpleaſe, neither 
in pꝛeſence no24n, abſence, without-necelitie + fo it is a 
great follie to make people our enemies without purpoſe. 
E that enters into perrilles without conſidering of 28. 
4 1thoſe things thatmgy'impoatezis to ba called beaſt 
lre: but he that dotþþnowe them beſoze hand, and doth 
enter into them franckly, either thzough neccflitie 02 fo2 
ſome honourable occaſions, is to be called a moſt coura- 
gious man, Key ot nh 8 
H E doth erre and is much dilceiued that doth ſay that 285 
letters and ſtudy ſpoile the bzaines of men, although 
perchaunce it be true in thoſe that haue weak and vnſtay⸗ 
ed heads: but where learning findes a god naturall wit, 
it makes it perfea:toʒ a god natuxe iayned with aged ac⸗ 
cident, makes an excellent compoſition. 
Hat glozy is to be accounted vaine the which is gained 86 
;: 9; ſought aut by the iniruis of others: but that is the 
true, honeſt and immoꝛtall glozye, which is gaine d not by 
the deſtrucion of people, and the ouerthꝛowe of Cittics: 
but by p knitting and vniting them in god concozd, doth 
giue them aſſured quietnes, and doth deliner them from 
the ſozrowes and miſeries that doth afflia them, 


N (ems fob —— hv alot alter, **7 
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wards without doubt, to be mozefallible and moze perri⸗ 
lous.then thoſe that reaſon and experience hath appꝛoued 
in all ages, and among all men. 
288 AU the fruite that is reaped'by hauing onercome, . 
conſiſtes in the well vſing of the victozie, and not 
to vie the ſame well: the infamie is ſo mach greater 
then not to onercome, by how mach the moze if is a © 
greater faulte to be deceined of thoſe thinges that are 
in the power of them that are deceined, then ofthoſe that 
depend of Foztune. | 1 
289 7 Ve common people neither haue noz'vſe any mean, fo 
when they do not doubt, they endenour themſelues to 
make others alraide: and when they are afraide them- 
ſelues, then they may without perrills be managed. 
200 R222 — determinations, appertaine 
9 vnto himthathathvifficile and finiffer tate, oz vnto 
him that is pꝛicked fo: ward with ambition andconetoul- 
nes to make his name famous; and booth feare that he 
ſhall want time } 29 03 59 63115804330 SI0N' i dil 
291 J Tis fit foz pꝛudent men, to conſider the perrilles which 
lpe hid vnder hope and touetouſnes, and much moze the 
end then the beginning ol any thing. 
292 W Ofddir affaires areall of them fubiec to many per- 
riles, but wiſe men know that all that whichis euil 
and may chaunce , comes not euer ſoꝛward, foz either by 
the benefite of foztune oꝛ of chaunce, many perils become 
vaine, many vaniche awaye th:ough pzudence and in⸗ 
duſtrie, and therefoze we ought not ko ronfotind feare 
with peudente. Aa „e n: NN en 155 | i 
293 1 ate not ko be reputed foꝛ wile, that pꝛeſ 
2 certaine all thoſe perrils that are oz ſteme doubtłul 
and being afraide all thinges rule themfelues in their de⸗ 
terminations, (as if e foſuceeed and come to paſſe) 
oz rather in no caſe, 8 n we call thoſe pzudent and wile, 
d\tfntare they ought : 


at ars moze affraibe thing) 
Fo? to deſerue the name of! to bs had in pꝛaiſe, ap⸗ 
| pertaines 
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pertaines muche moze to thoſe that be couragious. Foz 
knowing and conſidering the perrilles, they diſcourſe and 
reuolue in thiſelues, how often men ſometimes haue by 
chaunce, ſometimes by fozce,valour and vertue, made fre 
themſeluesfrom many difficulties, | 
VV fe men, that in their deliberations doo callnolefle , 94 
into counſell, hope then feare : neither pꝛeſuppoſe 

and take foz certaine, vntertaine events ; da not ſo eaũilpe 
refuſe andreiec p;ofitable and honourable occaſions , as 
rath men dw. 
VV venas the deſire to enlarge, oz the ielouſie to main- 

- tainz0z the ſeare to loſe, doth, once enter into the 295 
minde of aPzince, he neuer thinkes vpon, either the cir- 


tumſtances of giuen faith, the bonds of frndſhip, oz retei⸗ 


ued benefites: an example hareot may be taken of Lodo- 
wick Sforce, who in change to ſhewe himlſelfe gratefull to 
Charles the eight, foz the benefites receiued of him: not 
onely,did not defend him from the perrill of looſing the 
ſtate,bnt did helpe tu chaſe him out of iche, by violating 


the faith al amitie: bac aking in ſunder the league, and ioy⸗ 


ning himlelfe to his enemies, only in reſpec to kepe and 
paeſerue his eſtate, and fo feare of the ouer great riſing, 
might and power of King Charles. 


ITL is an impzudence and a puſillanimitie, where the 96 
health and ſafetie of all perſons is touched and had in 

diſcourſe, to bzing indignities into conſideration : and 

not to knowe how to fozce himſelfe to perfozme the conſi⸗ 


deration of the State, befoze his pzoper will and af- 


IN taking of counſell, many thinges are to be had reſpec , 97 
vbnts, but pꝛincipallye two,pzudence in him that bath to 


receine counſell, and fidelitie in him that is to giue coun- 
ſell: foz ſo much, as counſell being nothing elſe but a 


well: conſidered diſcourſe of certaine thinges , whither 


they are to be doone, n not ta be dooue+ if he that 
'F K 2 is to 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 


is to reteiue tounſell be not pꝛudent, he will not receine 
that which ſhalbe offered hin as fo2 the belt: but will fol- 
lowe that which is moſt agreable to his owne minde : foz 
il he be not pꝛudent, fwliſhe thinges will pleaſe him: and 
not being capable of that which is god and true, he will 
followe that which is naught and fooliſhe : andſoperuer- 
ting all oꝛder, it will neuer be poſſible fo ther to pers 
fozme woꝛks, oz giue end to any anion that will fall out 
well. And on the other ſide, if he that giues counſell be not 
faithfull : be will ſo cunningly with a thouſand cullours, 
coner and ſhadowe the truethes, dzawing him back to his 
intent, end; and purpoſe : and winding in the receiuer 
with counſel, that he beletuing him, in the ende ſhall fine 
himſelſe to be diſteiued: and ſo haning taken and taſted 
wicked and naughtye counſell,fo2 that which is god: be 
will call to memoꝛpe, but ouer-late, the vnfaithfulnes of 
his Counſellour. 


298 [ Ppoztant conſultations-in matters of ate, ate ton- 


tained vnder fiue' ſabiectes and rules, about the which 
Gonernours make diſcourſe. That is, either touching the 
reuennues of the State oz Pꝛouinte, oʒ touching peace 03 
warres, oz touching the garde of Pꝛouinces, oz touching 
victuailes that are to be bꝛought into o; taken out of the 
ſaide Pꝛouinces, oz touching the lawes, vpon which af- 
faires he that dooth conſult, cannot doo it well, vnleſſe he 
be well infozmedfherof : and niozevoer; of all the cirtum⸗ 
Kances touching which he is to gine counſell. 


A Þan ought to take tare, not onely : not to take coun- 
ſell ol him that hates him, but alſo of thoſe perfons 
that carrye hate fo others: although: they were che ene- 
mies of him that is tonnſelled . To the ident, wat he by 
accepting fuch countell / it chaunte not vnto him to cha ⸗ 


ſtice any — enemies, oyperadhendare moze then 
he that coun that hs karnok ineo Tome tntonue⸗ 
niente: uo adie tobe . « 31102 3d 0? 9% $302 
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33 
| Fter that ny potentats path well conſulted vpon 300 
4 \ the an 


pꝛouiſions foz warres, he aught not 


to varie from his purpoſe, but ought to be reſolute in his 
enterpziſes : foz ſo much, as to remaine in a doubtfull 
minde and to hang in ſuſpence, bending himſelle ſomtimes 
to do one thing. ſometimes another, doth cauſe many dil⸗ 
oꝛders duty whieh doth greatie impoꝛte, is: that he giues 
time to the enemp, not ſo much to think e vpon the waies 
how to defend himſelfe, as to make pꝛeparations to enda⸗ 


mage and offend ther. 


is neceſſarp, that he that ſets fozward oꝛ doth moue 


any warres, remaine al waies pꝛepared and watchfull, 0 


and intentiue in his minde, to euerpe accident oz chaunce 
that ariſeth : and be making of pꝛouiſions foz all ſuch 
things as may chaunce to occurre, and foz his fir ſt intenti⸗ 
on, be muſt beware he mone not warres vniuſtipe : and 
that he pꝛouide he be not alone, to conſider againſt what 
Potentate he doth moue the ſame, that is to ſay: that the 
enemy haue not the pzotecion ofa Pꝛince that is maze 
mightye then he that makes the warres: to examine the 
fozces of his aduerſaries, and of his own: and mozeouey 
of thoſe that may be induced to vnite themſelues with the 


one parte oz the other. 


Af Pꝛinte in making pꝛouiſion of monpe, bath 


greater ditficultie then hath a Common - wealth: foz- 2 


ſomach, as it is not poſſible fo him that his oꝛdinarie re- 
uennewes, ſhould ſaffice to maintaine him in his eſtate, 
as well fo: the new erpences that are neceſſary foz him to 
make,andfo2 the pꝛeparations and foztifications to defed 
his State, as inreſpec that he muſt entertaine many cap- 
taines in time ol peace to ſerue him ſelfe withall in future 
warres: and mozeouer, to maintaine himſelfe towards 
great pꝛintes ot whom a new Pꝛince is conſtrained to de⸗ 


3 


pend t and to intertaine other Pzinces, wherin beſides the 
conueirtions that is made withthem, there doth occurre 
und zy other &pences : co ſo 5 officers of great 


perſons, 


= 


that it is fare auermuch: Andveryeoftenif they danot 
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perſons, think that they may be able alwaies reaſonablie 
to enrich themſclues by meanes ol the giftes of nam p2in- 
ces: whillte it ſemes vnto them, that to dzaw from thoſe 
is not ſo much p2ofitable to them, as it is vnto the unte 
they ſerue: but in a Common · wealth many do willingly 
'contribute infinite thinges : carried foʒward with a deſtre 
to pzocure themſelues greater honours, the which often- 
times falles out, vy receiuing due and woztby rewardes : 
and if it chaunce they impoſe and appoint necefſarie taxes 
and paiments to be made: Jt ſ&mes that euery one doth 
ſappozte it eaſily,whillt it appeares vnto tyem, that they 
diſburſſe the ſame foz their ownp2oper pꝛoſſt. 


is ſet vpon the ſhoulders ofone perſon, alone, it 
ſermes vnto enery man that it is reaſonable, that a pꝛinte 
abounding in riches, make all the colts and expente that 
chaunce out of his owne. ftoze, conſidering the: p2ofite of 
the enterpꝛiſe ought tikewiſe tua redotunde to himleife 
alone: and the mindes of men are naturally moſt pzompt 
and readie to examine with extreame diligence,ail the re⸗ 
uenues of the Pꝛince. and to magniſie them. without ma⸗ 
king computacion oꝛ defaulting the expences,and very of- 
ten in repꝛehending many of theſe things as douer · abaun⸗ 
dant: and not knowing many of their cauſes, neitheꝝ ex⸗ 
amining well the degree oz theneceſſitie of the Pꝛinck be- 
tome in their paiments recuſants and ſlo we, beſides that 
many do beware and kerpe themſelues, ſome fo that the 
fame (hall not go abꝛoad that he is rich, and otherſome foz 


that they wil not haue their pzince to growinte ſuſpitian. 
304 A Þbition in the Generall of an army, doth oftentimes 


ruinate whole States and Pꝛouinces, ox i̊ they giue 
no end to their warres, whilſte with their honour oz with 
thier aduauntago they may make them: to the intent he 
may endure the longer in his Generallſhip, oz elſę ſome⸗ 
times they do demaund ſuch honours a2 ſuch anthozitics 


obtaine 
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| obfaine the ſame, they decome dilplealed, and do nothing 
that is gad, o2 elſe, obtaining the ſame,they become ouer 
pzoudoz damageable to the States they ſerue. 


hs pn is nothing moze perilous, in refpec of what po- 
tentate ſoeuer, then the contention, emulation and 305 
the ſtrife. fo; firſt and chieleſt pꝛeferments amongſt many 
Captains, oz to ſend his ſouldiers to any enterpꝛiſe with- 

out a head: foz ſo much, as in warres it impoztes to haue 

| a head that knowes bow to commaund,and officers that 
will obay and put in execution thoſe things that are com 
mitted vnto them: foz that the one oz the other of theſe 

j thinges being taken away, there ariſeth confuſion, able 

5 not onely to dziuem diſozder what armie ſoeuer,although 

2 mol? valiant: but alſo,what other thing ſoeuer that were 

t moze mighty. 1 4:5 tal 1321 

f Ne of thole pꝛincipall thinges that a Generall ought 306 
e Ats haue next vnto fozce and valour, J would wiſhe it 

t 'ſhould be fidelitie : that which is to be pꝛeferred aboue all 

. other things who ought not neither fo; diſpleaſure, anger, 

s 225 foz anye thing elſe, faile of that which is loked fo2 he 

2 ſhould do: andchafely towards that Pzince o potentate 

1 which he ſerues,to the intent nothing may come vnto him 

[4 that ſhould be his ruine oz his ſhame, 


at En oughtto haue care to do their thinges well and 307 
vertuouſly,if they will become gloꝛious and wozthy 

02 pꝛaiſe, fo; ſo much, as of glozp,vertuous actions do not a- 

m... riſe: but of vertuous derds, doth ſpzing gloꝛx. 


ue T* deſire of gods dath ſpꝛing of a baſe and euill com- 30g 
pounded minde : if it be foz any other conſideration, 
he then that we may enioy p ſame, but the life of men in this 
Wozld being ſo cozrupted as it is, whoſoeuer deſires repu⸗ 
ies tatiom is in neceſſary that he deſire gods: foz that by them 
not vertue doth thine and is had in eſtimation, whereas in a 
| poze 
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poze man it is ſmally knowne and leſſt eſfemed. 
305 Mr that the ſtate of one man alone is bet 
ter when it is god, then that ol many oz of fewe, al⸗ 

though likewiſe god: ſo in like maner, we maye conclude 
that, that of one alone maye become moze eaſilpe wicked, 
then that of many : and when it is wicked, thenbecomes 
it wurſt of all, and ſo much the moze wicked is it, by how 
muche it goes fo2zward in ſucceſſion, foz it comes verye 
rarely to paſſe,that vnto a god and wiſe Father doth ſuc- 
ce&d a Donne like vnto him. Therfoze J would that thoſe 
that make pꝛofeſſion of pollicie andgouernment, would 
reſolue me of a doubt, (all the conditions, qualities, and 
perriiles, being conſidered) which ſtate is moſt to be deſi- 
red in a Cittie oz a Common- wealth, either to fall vnder 
the gouernement of one alone,o; of many,02.of ſe we. 

— is no great matter foʒ an Emperour oz Ning, vſing 
310 Ioſtentime the ſharpenes and effec of ſeneritie, to mahe 
bimſelfe ed: fo: that @abienes become eaſiipe as 
fraid of thoſe that be able to fozce,rutnate,andouerthzvw 
them with any eaſie execution: but J commend thoſe 
muche, that withlittle harpenes and executions, knowe 
how to obtaine and tomaintaine the name of terrible af 
ſeuere. 

T Hoſe ſelfeſame enterpꝛiſes, which being attempted 
311 out of due time,are molt difficile and impoſſible, whe 
they are accompanied with time and- occaſion, are moſt 
eaſie to be done: therefoze they are not to be attempted 
but in their due times, lo by doing them out of their 
time: they do not onely not ſncceed,butit makes the mat- 
ter perrillous to fall out, in that they haue beene attomp- 
ted, that they ſhould ſpoyle that tune, in the which they 
might eaſily haue ben perfourmed. Therfoze thoſe that be 
patient are accounted fo; wiſe men. 


_ T Vele remembzances 02 reco2ds are not alwaies to be 


obſeruedindiftinclye, foz that in ſome particular cau⸗ 


ſes, that haue ſandzy reaſons they ſhould fall out not — 
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be god, and what thoſe caſes be, cannot be compze hended 
vnder any rule, neither can there any boke be found that 
can teach the ſame: but it is neceſſarie that this light be 
firft had of nature, and afterward of experience. 
17 finde out notes andreco2ds foz the pzofit ofone per- 31 
ſon, is a hard and difficull thing: but it is much moze 
difficile to executs the ſame: foz that oftentimes a man 
knowes them, but knowes not how to put them in action 
and execution: therefoze whoſoener will vie them, let him 
fozce his nature, and therin to make a habite, by meanes 
whereot he ſhall perfozme ſo much as is taught him: and 
beſides that there ſhall fall out to be perfourmed and don, 
without trauaile, all that whatſoeuer reaſon doth com- 
maund him, oz that experience doth teach him. 
1 Here be two times that are chefely god to do our af- 314 
faires in: the one, when we ſ& the enemye octupied in 
other affaires: and the other when he is atfliced, as 3 
haue oftentimes compꝛehended by experience. 
A Pbition doth enfozte many Perſons to become falſe, 
to ſhut vp one thing cloſe in their bꝛeaſt, and to haue 
an other pꝛompt and ready in their tung to iudge of amitp 
and of emnetie, not by the meaſure of effeas, but by pꝛo⸗ 
fit : And to carp greater bountie in their countenance then 
in their mindes. 
Mbitton is a vice nerer to vertue, then couetouſnes: 16 
foʒ that men ot valour and men of vile diſpoſition, do 
deſire and encreaſe cquallp, gloꝛpe, honour, and ſignozye, 
but the firſt doth directhis pace to the true wap, and this 
other, becauſe he wants god arts, doth wozk by deceites 
and fraude. 
Toe amitie of the Common · wealth, ought to pꝛeſerue 
it ſelfe, rather in publick then in pziuate: leauing off, 317 
to giue gifts oz pꝛeſents to any one: foʒ not without per⸗ 
rill, that is bought of ſe we, which appertaines to many, 
Mar by frande and by theftes rather then by good 1g 
—— en —  - 
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and honours, as though ſupꝛeme and cheeleſt offices are of 
themſelues cleare and magnificent, and not reputed to be 
ſach, as the vertue of thoſe be that ſuſtaine and beare 


them, ; 
319 M2” do ſerk foz the offices of Paieſtrates,not after 
one maner and one ſelfe at te: and in like ſozte after 
they haue obtained the ſame ; they gouerne the ſams: 
firſte they are induſtrious, ſuppliant, modeſt, and after 
with pultronoꝛie and in pꝛide do lead their age. 
320 22 oz Captaine, doth attend and take reſpec 
with pzudence and with carefulneſſe to his affaires, 
and to the enemies, and doth know that which is god, oz 
that which is pernicious in the one and the other: he ſpies 
out his p2oceding, his counſelles, and doth pzeuent his 
trappes and deceites: neither ſuffer any thing negligent⸗ 
ly about himſelfe, no aſſured about them. 
321 22 o2 Captaine ought to pzouide foz euerpe 
thing,nootherwiſe the if he had not giuen in charge a⸗ 
ny ol his affairs,not ſo much in reſpect 2ᷣ he ſhould miſtruſt 
oz doubt that his commaundemẽt ſhould not be executed: 
but to the intent his Souldiours ſhould willinglye ſeek te 
match andimitate his, in trauaile andpaines taking. 
322 7. — oʒ captain, although death were pꝛeſent be- 
foꝛe his fate, pet ought he rather to ſtay himſelfe reſo⸗ 
lutely. Then betraying and abandoning thole that he doth 
leade, giue pardon to his bncertaine life with a ſhamefull 
flight, 
323 V Ato a Generali comes greater ſozrowe and grefe 
through the wicked tuſtomes and behauiours of his 
Souldiours,then helpe oꝛ god hope thꝛough their multi⸗ 
tude, the which is confirmed much moꝛe by ſhunning then 
by chaſtefing of errours. 
: Lithoſey are to giue counſelbepon any matter,ought 
3+ to be void of hate, without amitie in that reſpec, with⸗ 
out anger : without mercy, J may ſape that the like is to 


be obſerued when — is to be giuen vpon the cauſe 
ofauy one. It 


PSV ws 


ST =» 


ile 


= 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 36 


] T is a thing truely very difficile to be full of valour in 325 
battaile,and god in counſell, foz the one is accuſtomed 
foz the moſt part to bꝛing feare thzough pzudence,and the 
other (mall conſultation thzough audacitie. 
Ouldiers if foztune do enuie, their valour ought not to 326 
faile in hart and courage without reuenge, neither ſuf- 
fer themſelues, being taken like beaſts, rather to be cut to 
perces, then fight like valiant men, and leave vnto their e- 
nemies the vicozie,laientable and blodye. 
E that is to pꝛognoſticate and diuine of other mens 
determinations, ought if he will not to deceiue hims 327 
ſelfe, to haue in conſideration not ſo much that, that a wiſe 
man would think mert to be don, as what the bzaine and 
nature of the perſon is which hath to determine. 
E Nuie is a (ozrow and grefe that we haue at the gods 328 
which other men poſſeſſe, and cannot be ſhunned but 
of thoſe that be miſerable,yet neuertheles it may be much 
diminiched, and ſometimes altogither exſtinguiſhed, with 
the vſing ol humanitie and curteſie, as contrariwiſe, with 
ouermuch and pꝛoude oſtentation and bꝛagging, it is infi- 
nitelp kindled and encreaſed: but hate which is a deſire 
that an other man ſhould incurre damage, is auoided ei⸗ 
ther with remaining altogether (olitarily and quiet apart 
(which appertaines not to a noble perſonage,bozne in the 
Common wealth) oꝛ by obtaining that which to our pow⸗ 
er we ought to indeuour our ſelues to obtain, which is the 
god grace and beneuolence of all perſons vninerſally. 
T He Earle Franciſco Carmignuola was accuſtomed to 
ſape, that p pꝛincipall rule that men ought to obſerue 329 
towards Pzinces, was not to belæue verye caſilye that 
which they (peake with their mouth, and that which they 
make outward apparance of:but it is neceſſary to coſiver 
and to diſcipher that which with all reaſon they may ima⸗ 
gine they think in their mindes, that is, that which will 
turne moſt commodious foz their pzofit , and. vpon this 
they maye make the foundations of their deſires and 
thoughts moze then vpon their wazds ; and likewiſe we 
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sought not fo haue regarde fo the ametie, to the emnitie, 
to the parentage,oz to any thing elſe whatſoeuer amongſt 
them: foz when they perceive any future p2ofit to ariſe, 
they fo2get all amitie, they quiet all diſdatne, and make 
ſmall account of any bzotherhod oz parentage, and do per- 
mit euery reſpec, ſoy therin may be found ſome ſmall co- 
lome of honeſtie ſufficient to ſalue þ apparent ſhew therof, 
E as a god Phiſition , when he hath to cure the 
330 Linfirmitie of any particular member, it is conuenient 
that he haue care that, that medicine be not hurtfull to an 
other member: Euen ſo a man of State ought alwaies to 
put his Pzince in memoꝛp of thoſe things which wil ſerue 
theCommon-wealth foz the pzeſernation therof. 
331 VV Vat great diuerſitie and difference there is betwixt 
thoſe deds that ſpꝛing of feare and of errour, and be- 
twixt thoſe that are moued of fraud and of cuill intent, is 
manifef to enery one. 
332 T Ve liberty of Citties do cheefely pleaſe God, foꝛ that in 
them moze then in any other ſozt of gouernment, com⸗ 
mon benefites are conſerued: wherein iuſtice is admint- 
ſtred moze without deſtinction, and much moꝛe kindles and 
inflames the mindes of the Citizens, to vile honourable 
and vertuous actions : and finally they haue moze reſpec 
to obſerue religion then other gonernments. 
333 HA E is an vnp2ofitable Citizen, that foz any occaſion 
doth withdzawe himſelfe to perſwade vnto others 
that which in himſelfe he doth feele to be the benefit ofthe 
Common wealth. 
334 PS: a man to moderate himſelfe and to ouertome thoſe 
pꝛoper deſires his hart couets: is fo much moze woꝛ⸗ 
thy ol pꝛaiſe, by how much it is a rare thing to be able to 
do it, t by how much the occaſions are moze iuſt wherwith⸗ 
all the anger and appetite of men is ſtirred vp and moued. 
335 | Ve ſilence of a Pzince giuen to demaundes and re- 
queſts: is tollerable, when it is not done o2 p2occedes 
in a deſpiſing maner: andmozeouer oftentimes doth ps 
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fo2 that the lawes,amities,and ſuch other like things, are 
nouriſhed in him: mozeouer, it doth helpe ouer · much whe 
a naughty ani were is fearde, and it is taken foz a deſpiſing 
ofthe Pꝛince, and if it be a juſt quarrell, armes is taken, 
and doth flie the fault, in that he hath not demaunded the 
thing, to abtaine it. | 

T He coniedures of all elections, the which depend of 

the fre will of many, is difficile andincertain : fozſo- 336 
much as nothing is moze difficile, then to penetrate and 
enter into the willes of men, altogether ſhut vp from all 
perſons,and open onely to God: and nothing moze vncer- 
taine, then to eſtabliſh and ſet downe,in ſo great a motion 
and revolution of mindes,vpon what thep wil ſettle their 
determinations : neuertheleſſe,ſo farre as mans wit may 
attaine vnto, a wiſe officer ought to indeuour himſelfe ſo 
much as he is able, to do his duetie, and not become terri⸗ 
fied with the greatnes of the ac, to the intent to make him 
ſelfe knowne foꝛ pꝛudent, the buſines taking effec : 02 of a 
willing minde oz diligence, by not abandoning any due 
meanes to obtaine the endofhis deſire. 
Ye opinions of men are ſo ſundꝛye and ſo contrarpe to 337 
things : And we hane beſides in vs a certaine neccſſity 

which doth foꝛce vs to attempte foꝛtune, althougtz we per⸗ 
ceiue that there reſt in vs a (mall foundation in demaun⸗ 
ding of the thing: neuerthelefe,dzawne by a tertame in⸗ 
ſpiration, we put our ſelues in perrill to demaunde thoſe 
benefites that we are not woꝛthy to obtaine. This thing 
beſides the examples of hiſtoꝛies, bath likewiſe his reaſon, 
if not thzough the iniurie of him that demaunds the ſame, 
to thoſe vnto whome the requeſts are made, thꝛough their 
nature, carrying a reſemblance of God: whoſe mercyc is 
poured vpon thoſe that ſ&k foz it: many times in our own 
demerites,in our own infelicities,in our miſeries, a cer⸗ 
taine ſpirit which is called of the antiquitie Genio, doth 
pꝛick vs fozward to attempt thinges contrarie to all hu- 
maine p2udence: And they fall out in ſuch ſozte as we are 


not 
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not able fo finde out the reaſon therof. 

T is no infamie to retire our ſelues, when it is done by 

pꝛudence, neither is if puſilanimitie when it is done to 
refuſe and ſhun to put in doubtfull tearmes,thoſe thinges 
that be certain: when as the appꝛoching end of the warres 
hath tothew to all the wozld, the mature ripenes of coun- 
ſell: fozſomuch as no victozie is moze pzofitable, moze fas 
mous,0z moze glozious, then that which is gained with⸗ 
out loſſe, and without ſhedding the blod of @Souldiours.. 


339 Een as the minde which comonly ought to be miſtreſle 


_ the body, ſhould become a Tirant oner the ſame : 
and knowing the ercellency of her ſelfe,ſhould onlpe think 
and care foz herſelfe, and would graunt no parcell of the 
time to the body, he would become weak and feeble : cuen 
ſo contrariwiſe, thoſe that make their bodies Lo2des over 
their mindes, in ſatiſtipng their appetites, not graunting 
any parte theredfto their minde: they can neuer become 
vertuous, neither haue any valour in them. 
340 [IE without doubt is a thing moze to be de⸗ 
teſted in a Pzince then in a pꝛiuate perſon, not onelye 
fo2 that hauing moze liberty to diſtribute, he doth depzine 
a man thereof, ſo muche the moze: but alſo,fo2 that, that 
which a pꝛiuat perſon hath, is all to his own vſe,and may 
be diſpoſed as it pleaſeth himſelfe, without the iuſt com- 
plaint of any perſon: but that which a Pꝛinte hath, is gi- 
uen him fo2 the ble and benefite of others. Therefoze if he 
retaine it foꝛ him ſelfe,he defraudeth men of that which he 
dotl owe vnto them. 


34.1 Te affaires of this wozlde are ſo variable, and depend 


vpon ſo many chaunces and accidents, that very hard⸗ 
lye, we ſhall be able to giue iudgement of that which is to 
come: and therfozeit is ſeene by experience, that almoſte 
alwaies the contectures of wiſe men are vain and fallible. 
Adonot therefoze commend the counſell of thoſe which 
leaue off the commoditie of a pꝛeſent benefite, although 
lefle fo; feare of a future euill although it be greater, vn- 
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lelle it be very ner and very certaine, ſoꝛ that, thoſe things 
not falling out oftentimes, which thou diddeſt doubt of 
thꝛough a vaine feare, it comes info thy memozpe, that 
thou haſt left off thoſe things that did pleaſe ther and ther⸗ 
foze that is a wiſe Pꝛouerb which ſaith: Di coſaraſce coſa 
et il Tempo le gouerna, Affaires ſpꝛing fo:th of affaires, and 
Time doth gouerne them. 


Hole which giue iudgement in matters of ſtate, A 3 


haue ſeen oftentimes toerre,fo2 that men do with rea» 
fon examine that which a Pzince hath to do, but not that 
which he will do. 
vw Ell ozdered Common wealths do not vſe to ſuffer 


2 


that their confederates, who together with them 373 


haue well plaide their partes in their occaſions, ſhould be 
abandoned in their neceſlities. 


VI Ighty Common wealths be accuſtomed not only to 344 


deſire and will that their confederafes and fr eendes 
do not loſe any thing: but p euerpe day they map encreaſe 
and make theinſelues greater in fauours, in mightines, 
and in honours. 
VV Ven a Pꝛince doth followe vertue, he doth merite 


to be pꝛailed: fo2 that Pzinces moze then any other 37 


perſons are inclined fo their appetites:foꝛſomuch, as they 

hauing beene nouriſhed with ſmall chaſtiſement in their 
Childehod, moſt men endenour themſelues to pleaſe the, 
and to follow them in their waies. 


* fo2 the moſt part are moze ſuſpitious the other 346 


men, foꝛ Þ they are giuen to vnderſtand ſundzy doubts 
and aduertiſements, and very often are flattered. 
TF Pat Pzince that can gaine perſons with well doing, 


beſides his being in the grace of God: he ſhewes that 347 


he is not blotted with the vice of pzide,the which pꝛocures 

hate to follow the vertues ofperſons, : 
VV Ven in a Common wealth any doth obfaine x take 
bpon him the name of Singuler in what matter 
foeuer (althoughtherein he be ignozant) it is a =y — 
22 5 


348 
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353 PJEthatis moſt vigilant in warres to marke and ob- 
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thing to remone that opinion, foz that men natarallye 
conceiue and become groſſe with the firſt impzeſſians, 
the which waxing olde, cannot ſo eaſilye be defined and 
plucked out. 


1 E that is ſent to entreate of peace, ought to be faith⸗ 
349 


full vnto his Pzince, and of a meane age: to pᷣ intent 
that his weakeneſſe induce him not to do things that are 
not fit, 02 at his returne to terrifie his Maiſter, moze then 
tsneceſſarie : and that man is rather to be imployed ther⸗ 
in, which hath receiued fauours andbenefits of his Pzincs 
then any other. | 
T® know the natures and diſſimulations of thoſe that 
are in election to haue great honozs, as it is a thing 
very caſie,ſo is it a thing very wiſe: therefo2c the inclina⸗ 
tions and the diſcourſes of ſuch perſons ougtt alwaies to 
be obſerued, hauing neuertheleſſe an eye, not ſo much to 
affedion as to common pꝛoſtt. 


351 V V Hen any perſons do departe from thy enempe to 


come to enter into thy ſeruice great p2ofit is rea⸗ 
ped by them, il they be faithfull: fo2 that the fozces of thy 
aduerſarte are diminiſhed much moꝛe with thoſe that flie 
from him, then by thoſe that are ſlaine: although p name 
of a fugitiue to the new freend be ſuſpitious, and to the old 
odious. 


352 | N warresfoz the moſt parte the god foztune of a vico- 


rious Paince is nothing elſe but the euill counfell+ baſs 
minde of his aduerſarie : and therfo2e very hardly map he 
be ouercome that can meaſure and knowe both his owne 
and his enemies fozces : beſides that, the valour and ver- 
tne ofthe Souldiours is of moze valewe, then the multi- 
tude: and the cituation of the ground doth ſomtimes moze 
help their valour and vertue. 


ſerue the determinations and plattes of the enemie, 

and can endure greateſt trauaile to exerciſe. his people: 

ſhallincurrs le aſt perriiles, and may W 
| 0; 
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tozie, but it is requiſite in warres to know how to diſcern 
occaſion, and to take hede of her, foz that ſhe dooth helpe 
moze then any other thing. | 
Be ambitianofhonog and glozy, is a thing commen- 
dable andp2ofitable to the wozlde, fo; that it gines 
men occaſion ta wok great and high eſfeas: but the am- 
bition af pawer and greatnes is not ſo, foz that the is ta- 
ken ol others fo; an Jdole, and will in anytaſe obfaine all 
things, either lawfullpe 02 vnlawfullys, and is the occaſi- 
onofmany euils : andtherefo:o we apparentlye percetne, 
that whoſoever doth poſſeſſe ambition to this ende, haue 
no _ of themſelues, and makes their life and their gods 
equall. 
E. Aterpꝛiſes and other affaires that aro to fall in decap, 
not thzough fury and fozce,bat are fir® toconſume th 5\) 
ſelues, dꝛaw out moze in length, then would haue ben re⸗ 
laued at the ſrſt: ſoʒ that when men growe obſtinate to 
ſuffer, thoy ſuffer and ſuppozte much moe then we would 
haue imagined. Therefoze we ſee, that any warres which 
is ta take end thzoughfamine, oꝛ though any other viſ- 
— out further in length then we would 
think. 


E that firit gaue vnto the people this woꝛd Popolo, 356 


would verily haue tearmde it vn Pazzo, A Fole, fo; 
that be is a monſter repleniſhed with conſuſion and er⸗ 
rours : fo:ſomuch as his opinions are ſo farre off from the 
trueth, as accozding to Tolome, the Eaſt Indies is from 


Spaine. . 
] Can neuer flatter my ſelfe,to make ſhew of thoſe things 


that are not ſo in effect; neuertheles, it ſhould be much 35 


moze p;ofitable to do the contrarye, foz it is an incredible 
thing to be ſpoken off, what benefit the repatation and the 
opinion that men haue that thou art great, will woozke, 
then foz that onely by the means of this rumonr they run 
after tha, without nading to clime to the height to make 


thowe of thy lelfe, 
P. The 
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358 To. libertie of a Common · wealth, is the adminiſtra⸗ 


tion of iuſtice, fog that the foundation therot is laide 
to no other end, but that the one be not oppꝛelled of the o⸗ 
ther: Zherefoze he that might he allured that in the tate 
of one alnoe, oꝛ af many, Jufice would be obſerued: ho d 
baue no accaſjon to deſire liberty, This was the occaſto 
wherfoze the wiſe men ofolde time did not pzaiſe the go- 
uernement ofthoſe that line in libertyamoze then the reſt: 
but thole in which there was bel p;outſion made foz tho 
pꝛeſeruation of the laives and lice. bl 416% 


359 | ©n.3ron,oner And W2ead, are + Binewes of the 


warres, but of theſe foure the firſte two are mot ne⸗ 
cellarye: foz that Men and Jron will be able to get mony 
and Bꝛead, but money and batad dw not pꝛouide ſo eaſily 
fo; Te and Aron. 


Ne w and ſoddaine thinges make afraive and terrific 
360 A 


mies, thoſe that are accuſtomed and fioe, are 
ſmallpe eſtæmed ot them, thercfoze a Generall ought to 
pꝛadiſe and make knowne to his Armp, with light 4 (mall 
encsunters, a newe enemy,befoze he come to a day of bats 
faile with him. 
or AR when he bath about him his familiares, doth 
diſtribute his fauours amongſt them that are moſt 
9 and molt confozmable to his honour,but when a 
time of neceſſitie and occaſion of affaires falles out: then 


the diuerſitie and difference that is among them is aps 
parently known. 


292 A perſonage,which hath the meanes to entertain 


ten thouſund Fotmen,is moꝛe to be feared and eltte⸗ 
med, Hen ten conſederates together, which haue euerpe 
one o 10 8 ſire —— that — — agretag 
neo 5 —.—— andditorſitie of ends: 
e one ha fe of the t is loſt 9 der de 
ſolue bpon any thing, 
_ 21 
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man would ſerne a great perſon let him rather choſe 
— t foʒ about a wiſe manthpere be 
many meanes to he found, by the which dis fancur is ob⸗ 
tapned, hut about one tyat is ignozant: there can no 
ms be found that is god, foz that be hath no vnderſtan⸗ 
ding. 
* note of the ruine of a Pꝛouinct, doth appeare 
when thoſe that oughe to vnite tdemſelues together, 
become denided amongſt themlelues, and do band them⸗ 
ſelues, to be abandoned. 


E that gaue this rule, that a wiſe man cannot com⸗ 


mit errour in ſpeaking, had no iudgement: foz that 365 


either becauſe he is affectioned to the matter which is ſpo⸗ 
ken off, either fo2 loue, either foz hate, 02 foz that he would 
becontrarte to another: and ſometimes thꝛough the in⸗ 
diſpoſition of his perſon, heis ſubiec to commit errours in 

bis woꝛds. 
He affaires of the woꝛld do not alwaies remain ſfa⸗ 


ble and firme: but are euer in continuall motion to 366 


go fo ward into that way and path into the which by rea⸗ 
ſon they are to goe, and where by their nature they are to 
take end: but oftentimes they make longer ſtape then we 
would beleue,fo; that we do meaſure them actoꝛding to 
our life, which is hozte: and not accoꝛzding to their time 
which is long, foz that their fate be moze ſloe then ours 
be, and fares ſloe themſelues by nature, foz although they 
moue, yet oftentimes we do not perceiue their motion, 
by meanes whereof it doth ariſe, that thoſe indgements, 
E make: fall very oftentunes to be falſe and fal- 
ible, 


1 matters of impoztance, he that doth not very well 367 


knowe all the perticulars, can giue no right indge- 

2 one circumſtance although it ſemo verꝝ lit 

tle. dooth change and varis. all the whole cauſe-that 

ought to be judged, pet 4 it true that ung; 
2 
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de mas cine gd indgement, that hath knowledge ofns 
N and knowing moe pertiau⸗ 
wWaxſetudgement, fozſomuch as he that hath 
not his bzaine very perfect; and cleane and tra from paſſi 
ons, vnderſtanding many particolars,vooty verye ceaſtlpe 
varie and confound himſelfe. 
68 Abm ought abdue alt thinges in this woꝛlde to deſire 
368 And ts attribute to his ownefelicitie;to ta his enemie 
fricken pzoſtrafe to the ground, and bought into ſuti 
fate, that he map vſe him at his diſcretion: but by how 
much the moze happie he is vnto whom this adufture doth 
befatl: by ſo much the moze ought he to make himſelfe glo⸗ 
rious, by vlingthe viaozie commendable, in pardoning 
and in vſing of clemencie: a thing pzoper and perticular to 
great and wozthy mindes. 
369 AN inferiour Pzince ought neuer to put his ſkate in ha⸗ 
zard of one battaile,foz if he onercome, he gaines no- 
thing but glozy, and if he loſe : he is ſpopled. 
Reat perſonages are often mach enclined to their 
370 own willes, without hauing any reſpec at all to rea⸗ 
ſon, and that which is weit. they are foz the moſt part en⸗ 
vironed with men that caſt their eres vpon nothing elſe, 
then to pꝛaiſe and congratalate their god and euill d&ds, 
whit her ſoeuer they be, and if there be any that would do 
the contrary,be findes him ſelfe deceined, 
T Vole Pzinces which are equalle in power, (although 
371 they be not young, foz at ſuch times they thinke onely 
vpon pleaſure) do not well to met and come to ſpeak perv 
ſonallp together, fozfomuch as, bcfides that they do not 
without perrill;eml wil doch (p;ing vp betwirt them, and 
cuniegrowes to be greater. | 
; Aer the ſuing and fallying forth of Sonidiers, 
37 —_ — . — — —— 
them much moꝛe to li ten ear thi it is to 
Fen without to loſe an hund ze. 0 
29 5 "It 
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— Holds dis Pune in tearmes of ſuſpition, and 
feare, with aduertiſements ſtuffed with feare and ſuſpi- 
tion: either will becoms to be moztallye hated of him, 
03 in the ende (hall fall into ſome other euill incon- 
— yeimiaonnretwrehend, foz that 
his ſubieas dw not meaſure exquiſitlie; that which de can 
do, but rather imagining his power ts be much moze then 
it is, p&ld to thoſe thinges vntd which the Pzinee can not 


tonſtraine idem. 20 
] T is to be difcerned in thoſe differences, that do ariſe 


[Tis mant thing to tuery ane, that he that dach al⸗ 373 


Ethat vofh polſely anthozitie and rule, maye like- 3 


with vzbanitie among Citizens, and in thoſe malici/ 375 


ous humours into which men do incurre, alwaies to haue 
recourſe to thoſe iudgements oz to thoſe remedies, that of 
the antiquitie haue been oꝛdained: fo that the ciuill lawes 
is nothing elſe, then Sentences ginen by the ancient laws 
giuers, the which being bzought info ozder, do inſtruc our 
pꝛeſent Lawyers how fo iudge: and Phiſicke likewiſe is 
nothing elſe, but the experience which hath bene made by 
auncient Phiſitions, vpon which the Phiſitions in theſe 
our daies do ground their judgements : neuerthelefle, in 
the oꝛdering of a Common-wealth,in the maintaining of 
States, in the gouernement of Kingdomes,in the milita- 
rie inſtitutions, in the adminiſtration of warfare,in iudg⸗ 
ing the Snbiecs, and in the encreaſing of the Empire 
and tate: There is to be found, neither Pꝛinte, neither 
Common-wealth, neither Generall 82 Captaine, nei⸗ 
ther Cittizen, that haue recourſe to the examples of the 
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Sunne and starres, the elements and men, were chas⸗ 
ged in their — —— — 
were in auntient time. TREE 


Min da bent their attaire;elther by noaMie iy by 

choiſe : and foz that it is ſcene, that vertue ig greater 
where choiſe hath leaſt authogitio; it is tu be conſidered, 
whither it ould be better to chaſe. a barrawne pigct-fa; 
the building ofa Cit tie, then a fertile; to the intent that 
men being tonſtrained by induſtrie, being leſſe ſubied to 
idleneſſe, may liue the moze vnited togeather, hauing by 
reaſon of the plate leſſe octaſion of diſcoꝛde: This eleuion 
02 choiſe might he accounted wiſe, if men would be con- 
tent to liue of their own,and would not goe about torom- 
maund ouer others: and fozfomuch as men cannot aſſure 
themſelnes but by power, it is neceſſary to ſhun thoſe bar⸗ 


rain places, and to plant our ſelues in a moſt fertile Cun- 


trie, where they mapbe able thzoughthe aboundance ot 
the ground, to enlarge their bounds and limits, to defend 
their bounds and limits, to defend themſelues from thoſe 
that aſſault them, and oppzeſſe them, whoſoeuer would 
withſtand and oppoſe themſelues againd their greatnes. 


Men do neuer agreæ to any ueine Lag, which bzing a 

newe oꝛder into the Cittie, if it be nat apparentiye 
wewed vnto them, that of neceſſitie it is requiſite i it hould 
be don: now then; that neceſſitie not being able to came 
. perrill; that Common · wealth doth eaſily runne 


ate hꝛought to wie 
Ari t oꝛder/ 93 23 3114895331 2081 g. n. 

Usn as amitie betwirt. ilar © emen is con 
.. : 55 
7 [| 
amitis is wzaught> sich 


aw of nature,0; thz0ug 


* 
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it falle out te their eum bitte to be rendes, oz eiſe 
thzough neceſſitie and F oꝛtune: which againſte their own 
wales, conſtraines them td-eomaine viit vnited. 
WL 11:073 016 211306311 od 891391007 ce 
endes bst 004005 egg 18 the woch Wg 
trend folldwors. Foz that thoſe 


e, 380 


——— lach as ati gon, Taithcuut, and full erco 


pen 

dzine awayfronrhimy the wh trapayiof thoſe men that 

are baſe of minde and body, een evo 
and ingratefulnes,. Audthoſe only remaine with vs: tha 
deſite to ſhowe bythe-vertde tnitvatour of thele we, 
— —— > 4 

2423 £03 11100033610 36431118377 Bf ute 30 
Al thoſe that: vifſcoarſe — — 
all Hit ozies ure fallofexampſes ! That be wßi 
bath the diſpoſing of a Common wealthe, and doth t 
daine.Lawes:in the ſame: it is ncceMurye thut he ppoſup⸗ 
pole, that all ach men as be withed will ever apply them - 
felues tobpmalignant;.(ooften agoccaionis offred) And 
when any nialignitze dwth remaine hid fo2'a time it det 
p2oce&d of (ine occaſſion, the which becauſe experionte hath 
not birne ſtene to be madeofthecontraryel comes not to 
r 
— mt wag 
Maurz naa — any 4110 welt vnleſs it 
tome thzough neceſſitie,foz where choiſe doth abound 

and that liberty may — — 


is filled 382 


but when that gon cultome doth laile, anmediatly lawes 

A j _ ; and 
—— ——u— 
Euen ſo in matter of State, it ia neceſlarye RING 
guide, and foz pzincipall aud chaeis foundation,the knows 


= 


ledge how to pearce into: the nature aud endes of 


;8., ] Vonatare of nontralitie in.@uch,that Hois moth 


wake apparent 
336 A N times unte Poinces ought to diſcauxſs of their 


| 2; bat; when thay are in tems and tines 


much moze nud WW 
; 
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quiet: foz that in theſe the greatues of his pꝛincipalitie 
doth gouerne and holde him vp, without mache trauaile 
and toyle : in the other they are enuironed with many 
perrilles,and ſuppoſed with infinite difficulties, from the 
which to defend and kepe themſclues, doth foz the moſt 
parte pꝛoctede of the rare and hye vertne of a pzudent 
Pꝛince, who can with a god and reſolute execution ſhunne 
the euill, and cleaue to that which is gad, dut no god exe⸗ 
cution can be made, without god pzouidence: neither that 
without a god reſolution,neither can reſolution be made 
without god counſell, the which is the head, fountain, a 

oziginall of all god operations. | 


A an ought not to departe from the firſt purpoſed plot 387 


and fozme of his life, without euident and moſt neceſſa- 
rye occaſions,as did Cato Vticenſes, who did rather choſe 
to kill himſelfe,then to fall into the hands of Cæſar, ther⸗ 
foze a wiſe Pꝛince ought to do the very ſame, holding al⸗ 
waies firme and faſt his firſt and dis god reſolution, 
"I Vat Ya2ince which doth remaine a neuter, euerpe one 


doth goe about to imbꝛate him: and to dzawe him to 388 


their partie, foz that the deſire they haue to haue him foz 
a frend,cauſeth eue ry one to make account of hum and to 
honoꝛ him, thinking to gaine him with benefites, and ſo 
by the meanes of nentralitie, he doth enjoy great ſeturi⸗ 
tie: wheras if he ſhould declare himſelfe, he Thould make 
one of them his manifeſt enemie, and ſhould thꝛuſt himſelf 
into expꝛeſſe perrilles. 

En do moze eaſily remember iniuries, then reteiued 
1VIveneſttes, therfoze that Pzinco which doth declare 
himſelfe, doth much moꝛe harme then helpe himſelfe, fo; 
that he with whome he doth confederate himſelle, is neuer 
ſo whot to defendhim,as he againſt whom he is declared, 
ſhall be redy to endamage and offendhim: it being a natu⸗ 
rall effecte that men ſhould become muche moze ſtirred vp 
and moued with iniories, then with bencfites: beſides 

that. in reteined benefites —_— doth attributethem 
| „ A parte 


389 
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a parte of his enemie, but injuries are all attributed to 
him that hath ben injurious; 
17 is a moſt certaine thing that warres dꝛaw after them 
390 © many difficulties, and moſt great expences, which are 
occaſions of many euils: in reſpea, that firlt of all it cmp- 
ties the pzinces purſſe,and makes him weake. Since mo- 
neye is not onely the ſinewes and ſtrength of the warres, 
but of all other humaine actions, next after it conftraines 
them, ſo much to oppꝛeſſe the people with new and ſharpe 
exacions, that it doth bz&ede them extreame hate: from 
which euery wiſe pzince ought to kerpe him ſelfe- Foz that 
SE of the people is the rote of that which bꝛinges ru- 
8 
[Tis diputevamongt ſome,whois moſt ambitions: et- 
91 Ither he that would maintaine, oꝛ he that would obtain: 
foz that both the one and the others appetite, mape be an 
occaſion of great Tumultes, and it is concluded that foꝛ 
the molt parte thoſe tumults are cauſed of them that poſ- 
ſeſſe, fo that the feare they haue ta loſe doth engender in 
them, the ſelfeſame will that is in thoſe which deſire to 
gaine : foʒ that men think they cannot ſurely poſſeſſe any 
thing, if they make no newe gaines: And mozeouer, by 
poſleſſing much, they maye with greater power and with 
greater motions and ſtirre make alterations and change: | 
beſides all this their cozrupt and ambitious behauiours, 
kindling vp in the bzeit of them that haue poſſeſſions, 
a will and deſire to poſſeſſe,and to renenge themſelues of 
them, by ſpopling them, makes them to be able alſo to en⸗ 
ter into thole riches and thofe honours, that they perteiue 
to be euill vſed of others. 


392 ] Nall humaine cauſes this is percetued(whoſoener doth 
examine it well) that we can neuer rate out one incon- 
uenience, but that an other doth follower: And therloꝛe if 

we deſtre to make a people to encreaſe to great numbers, 

and to be armed; to the intent to ſet vp a great _— 
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we make it of ſuch qualitie,as we ſhall not be able to ma- 
nage it after one diſcretion and maner: and if we main- 
taine it (mall and diſarmed,to the intent we may guide it 
the better: if we gaine any dominion, we are not able af 
terwards tokeepe it: oʒ elſe we ſhall become ſo vile, that 
we ſhall fal to be a ſpoile i pzay to whoſoeuer doth afſaulte 
vs. Therfoze in all our opinions and determinations, we 
ought to conſider, where the inconuentences are leaff, and 
to make choiſe of the beſt partie: fo2 that they be neuer 
found to be altogither cleare, altogither ſecure, and alto» 
gither without ſuſpition, 


Lis requiſite that thoſe that are pꝛintipall andpublicke 393 


Paieſtrates, haue thze things in them: One is, that 
they lone the Fate of their Cittie and Common-wealth, 
another is, that they haue authozitte as may be fufficient 
ifnede require to fozce men: the third is, that they be 
knowne foz perſons that be iuſt and full of valour,but it is 
neteſlarpe to haue in minde, that if ſuch as theſe would 
beare rule andcommaund, it behoues them whillte they 
are young, to learne to be gouerned and commaunded of 


thoſe that be olde. | | 


\V bilfe Pzinces are at holtilitie together, and ſpend 3 9.4 


out of all meaſure in their warres: he that re- 
maines nenter, maye gather together a great ſumme of 
monep, and ſtrengthen himſelfe in ſuch ſozt, that p warres 
being ended they ſhall become weake thzough many ex- 
ſpences, and be gall ant and mighty. The conſideration of 
which thing maye be an arbitrament of their difference 
and diſcentions, 


„ to remaine neuter is not a thing verye 39; 


free, pet at the leaſt it cannot be denped, but that 

the reſolution of the contrarye is verye daubtfull in t his 
taſe, the wiſeſt parte is foz vs not to moue at all, foʒ that 
when there ariſeth a doubt whither any ne w deliberation 
be god oz not: we cannot do better then followe the olde 
N 2 determi⸗ 
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determinations, and chefetye when the other are laund to 
be hurttul, in ſumme, the old and wonted way is rather to 
be followed, then the new and vnapꝛoued wap. 


396 VV YenaPameceisinfantly required to vnite himſelfe 


with the one of any two that makes warres, and 
that be makes relulall both to the one and the other: he 
enters into ſaſpition with them both, that he hath ſecret 
intelligence with ſome one of them : and eche of them both 
doth imagine 4 eſteeme him to be againſt humſelfe, In ſuch 
ſozt, that which ſoeuer of them doth overcome, makes a 
pay of the newter, wherupon it will ariſe, that be ſhall 
holde both of them foz ſuſpect, and neither of them foz 
frend, 


397 [ A that Pꝛince which doth declare himſelfe, it is conne- 


nient that one of theſe thz& thinges do followe : Either 
that he with whom he topnes himſelfe remaine vanqui⸗ 
ſher, oz that be loſe, 02 that the matter be managed in 
ſuchſozte,that he neither loſe noz winne: in the fürſt caſe 
he pꝛoctedes to expꝛeſſe gaine, by entring into parte of the 
vicozie, in the ſecond he encurres perrill to loſe, but pet 
therin is this difference, that at the leaſt he bath a friend 
fo2 his colligate and conſederate, who although de haue 
loſſe, his caſe is not ſuch, that he cannot oz that he ought 
not to miniſter helpe, and it followes not, that his foꝛtune 
may not riſe vp againe : in bete, it is better to hazardour 
foztune with a god friend, then to remaine in feare to be 
offended and iniuried of both of them: In the third caſe, 
moꝛe is to be gained then to be loſt: fo that we obtaine a 
god freend that may mach p2ofit vs: and he that we make 
our enempe, doth harme vs no moze then that he did 
him whilſte we remained neuter, although apt occaſion did 
offer it ſelte. 


298 IN all the reſolu tions of the woꝛld, both god and euill is 


mired amongſt them ozdained of God to the intent to 
ewe fo2th the imperfections ofhamaine cauſes, but pꝛu⸗ 
vent counſelies ought to compare the euill with the m 
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and counter peaſe them in equall ballance, and on that 
ſide where the leaſt euill is and the moſt gad, to cleane 
to that parte, 
En hauing fo2 finall end godnes, and the conſeruati⸗ 
on of their god, they cannot by any reaſon be called 399 
inconſfant:fo2 ſ@ much as when affaires do change, it is 
conuenient aiſo that a man do change bis thoughtes, ſoz 
all that fozeſeing the ſelfeſame finall end, euer remaines 
firme: And in this caſe it is neceſſary we imitate the god 
' gouernaur of a Ship, who ozderingand ſetting the ſaples 
after one ſozt, to bing him to a determined place, when 
afterwards the time dooth change, and contrary windes 
ariſe: he alſo dooth change his ürſte ozder, having al⸗ 
wates foz finall ende the good and the benefite of the 


Hat rule which is giuen to remaine neuter, to the in / 400 
tent to weaken other, and to ſtrengthen our (clues: foz 
the molt parte doth not fall out tobe true, fo2 that the 
vicozie of one of the parties doth dzaw with her ſo much 
reputation, ſo many partakers, and ſuch a train of fauou⸗ 
rers, that alwaies the onercommer ſhewes himſelfe to be 
| FfTrongand gallant, whereby he maye rather iniurye his 
| _ companion ,then that he ſhould be afraide of other mens 
| th:eatnings. 
| JT is euer god to iopne ; knit our ſelues with thoſe that 
haue the heauens benigne and fauozable vnto them, fo: 401 
that therbp a man doth alwaies perticipate of p qualitie 
of his companion, whither ſoeuer it be good a euill. 
F that humain affairs are almoſt all fubiec to chance wo 
and haue no aſſured ſtay in them: a wiſe man ought to 4 
cleaue to that which carries moſt apparent likelyhod, and 
therin to take oꝛder with all due meanes, fo2 that foz the 
mot part it mill tall out tobe well, and ſhalbe beſides ac- 
tounted pʒzudent, and it᷑ it ſhould have an vnlucky end: yet 
in ſuch a caſe it would appe are to wiſe men, that foztune 
had greater power therin, then pꝛudence. 
N 3 
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{ DO Dod Souldiers haue n&de of a god Generall Cap- 

taine,who may be their guide in all things, ofwhoſe 
actions doth depend foz the moſt parte, the exaltation and 
ruine of an Armte : therefoze the Breke P2ouerb did ſay, 
That an armie of Hartes that hath a Lyon to their Cap- 
taine, is moze terrible then an armie of Lyons which is 
guided with a Hart. But it is requiſite that in an Armye 
there be both god ſouldiers and a god Captain generall, 
to the intent p line may not be ſpoken therof,that Cæſat 
ſpake : who going againſt Pompc ſaide: he went againſt 
a Captaine without @ouldiers ; and afterwardes going 
againf Afranius in Spare, ſaide : that he went againſt an 
Armie without Captaines. 


M Dney without doubt is the nouriſhment of an army, 

the which gines meaſure to euery thing, and is con⸗ 
uerted into enery thing: therfoze that wiſe aunticnt man 
ſaide, the Captaines, the ſouldiers,their armes and wea⸗ 
pons, the inſtruements and engines of warre, the artille- 
rie: and excluding money, were hike vnto a bodye which 
had a head,armes,neck,bzeſt,legges,fet,but no belly,foz 
euen as the bellie giues nouriſhment to all the bodye: ſo 
mony doth giue ſubſtance to anArmye. And that A ing ot 
Sparta dib call it the ſinewes of warre, foꝛ euen as the @i- 
newes giues mouing to the bodye, ſo monye giueslife to 
an Armie. ; 


405 O doubt of the fanour and god grace. ot our Lozd 


and ]zince, although a man haue not faulted againit 
him, is a thing common to manye, neither is it neteſſarpe 
that, that feare which is had of gur Loꝛd t maiſter ſhould 
be attributed to baſenes of minde, neither much lefſe to the 
lightnes of nature, foʒ that the diuerſitie and crueltie of 
our defire cauſed thꝛough the diuerſitie of actidentes, 
(whilſte our wozkes and actions, doth manifeſt a cers 
taipe courage and conſtantie) ought either to be reputed 

fo; the ſigns of a bolde and conſtant perſon, a 
n 
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| ov opinion he hath no great reaſonto lament himſelf, 
that at any time hath bene contented to make hiniſelf c- 
quall to others, referring himſelfe tochaunce;jThe which 
foz no other reſpec, hath bene induced and bzought into a 
Commonwealth, but only to take away,all ſoz tes ofcon- 
currences & inequalities:and to content equally eucry one. 


Men dw very rarclycomplaine of themſedo es, but very 407 


often of others: and foz the moſt parte, do willingly 
rage againſt Chance, Foꝛſomuch as unte every dap there 
dw ſuccted ne we and ſtrange chauntes, and not vnderſlan⸗ 
ding the occaſion, neither the meanes by which they are 
wꝛought: @odainlie we giue the pꝛaiſe 02 the blame vnto 
Foztune- 
Ve Affaires of men being in renolution 4 moſion, and 


not beeingable to ſt and firm e ſtedfaſt: it is conuentent 408 


that they ariſe vp, and diſcend do wne. And to name things 
that reaſon doth not induce vs, neceſſitic doth induce vs: 
In ſuch ſ62te, that hauing oꝛdered and faſhiened a Com⸗ 
monwealth, apt tomaintaineit ſelfe without enlarging 
of it, and that if we were conſtrained, by necefſitie to cn- 
large it: at would come to paſſe, that we ſhould remmue 
our foundactons, and make the Common wealth ſoner to 
ruinate. ©0 on the other ſide, if the heauens were ſo bene⸗ 
lictall vnto vs, that our ſtate ſhould haue no neve to mate 
warres: It would enſue, that idlenes would either wozke 
deuiſion amongſt vs, oꝛ make vs effinate. The which two 
thinges together, oz either of them by her ſelle, would be 
an occaſion of our ruine. Therfoze ſince we cannot (as J 
bele&ue) ballance theſe thinges neither pꝛetiſely kepe the 
middle path: it is neceCary that in the directing ot a Com- 
monwealth, we ſhould think vpon the moſt honozable par⸗ 
tie, and oꝛder it in ſuch ſoꝛte: that when thꝛough neceſſitie 
we ſhould be bꝛought to enlarge it:we may be able to kp 
that which we haue gotten, 

He offence and damage of a pꝛiuate perſon againſte a 


pꝛiuate perſon: doth engender feare, feare ſ#kes ſu: 409 


defence, 
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defence, defence doth pꝛocure partakers.Andimmediatly 
parties and factions ariſe vp in a Citie oz ſkate, and ſuch 
partakings doth ruinate the ſame. 
* VV ven it apperes 02 is perteiued that foꝛrapne fozces 
4+ be called in by parte of thoſe men that line in one 
ſelfe Citie oz tate: It may be thought, that it ſpzingeth 
of the naughtie oꝛders therin vſed, fo; that there is no 03- 
ders that can (without extraozdinary meanes) extinguiſh 
thoſe malignant humours that ariſe in any perfon.Ther- 
koꝛe we ought to pꝛouide by the way of acculation, but as 
accuſations be p2ofitable to a Commonwealth: ſo detra⸗ 
«ions are damageable, 
1 8 — oz calumnies haue no nted of teſtimonies 
4 oꝛ any other perticuler circumſtances top2oue them, 
In ſuch ſozte that every one may be dcetraced of any: but 
not accuſed. Fozloftuch as accuſations haue nerd of pzofes 
and of circumſtances that may ſhowe the tructh of the ac- 
cuſation, : 
VV Ce ought to obſerue this generall rule, that neuer 
oꝛ very ſeldome it doth chaunce : That any Com⸗ 
mon weale oꝛ Bingdome, is at the firſt well inſtituted, oz 
at all, being made newe and refozmed out of the olde con- 
ſtituted Lawes, if it be not ſet in due rule and oꝛder by one 
alone. Therfoꝛe it is neteſſary that one alone, may be the 
man tyat may let downe the manner, and o whoſe minde 
| may depend what inſtitution 02 0zdinance ſoeuer. Foz a 
| pꝛudent commaunder ofa Common weale,which caries a 
minde to bonefit,not himſclfe but the comminaltie : ought 
fo endeuour himſelfe to ſwaie alone the whole Authozitie, 
anda wiſe man would neuer repꝛehend him, that to conſti⸗ 
| tute a kingdome oz Common weale: did vle any extraoz- 
| binary action, 
41 3 VV E ought torep2ehend him that is violent to ſpoyle, 
but not him that is violant and of a fozward nature 
to adozne and polich: Foz that the violence to adozne be 
comes* vertue, and to deſtrope; a viſe, 
Pen 
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|), ee erm largelye of themſelues, 
and of their paoper merites, and beholding tho ſuc- 
ceſſion of thinges as we de fnz the moſt parte, andſ&ing 
ſome aut of all expectation and peraduenturs without me⸗ 
rite, without reaſan, o2 at tis leaſt without pꝛopoꝛtion: 
and by contrary waies t pzoceedings, to bs placed in high 
degrees and effate : their hope doth awaken in ſuch ſozte, 
and they pzocede ſo far in their thoughts, that meaſuring 
with their eves the beight whither thoy determine to al⸗ 
cend, ſuddainle they five thither with their imagination, 


but afterwardes being entred into the troubleſome 4 cro⸗ 


and da place themſelues vpon the tipe and height thereof, 


414 


kedpath,and the way euery day encreaſing, they become | 


affliced,fall into lamentations, and ſometimes alſo di- 
ſpaire to be able to attain vnto the ſame, 


Jt onele the god being, but alls the fimple being of 41.4 


things doth pzincipally depend vpon the conſeruation 
of the fozme and (nail ends: and the one and the other is 
maintained in the Common weale by two means, that is 
to (ay, by the lates and by Pagiſtrates : And thercfo:e 
where theſe things arenct obſerued, and wheras in theſe 
caſes ſuch men as are not fit faz ſuch ike charges are vſed 
in maneging the ſame:it fallen out of necefſitie,that there 
muſt follow great alteration. 
———— and ſtaye themlelues 


in things pzeſent, as well foz that tuerye onedooth 41 


not pearce and enter with the epes of his diſcretion into 
the nature and future ſtate of things, as alſo fo; that the 
remedies of damages are not endowed with glozy, when 
they are neither doubtednoz knowne: and few there be to 
be found that in pablickcanſes wil recompfce their pꝛeſent 
trauailes with common commodities that are to come:oʒ 
rather which at the leaſt do not ſuffer themſelues to be de⸗ 
ceiued with the great and large hopes, which future acci- 
— +a The 


TheQuinzelcenteof Wu. 


— to tall wut in the body ol man, vnto 
—— minded appetite is an octaſion of diſoz3 
ders, wherafafter ſpzinginficmities,wity the travail and 

grefe of the bon and ot the minde together to it falles 
out, that a certaine ſenſualitye (to tearme it ſo) yathp20- 
duced and doch pꝛoduce many dele des in a Commons 


* T "Dgine without repatation, is a loſſe without gaine, 
+17 * it being eſtæmed a paiment that pꝛoca des of duetyo, 
and not a gift canuming ot curteſie: ſo that it rather giues 
courage to him that hath receined y ſame, till to demaund 
other * rather then to retompence thoſe de bath re 
ceiue 

418 VV Ben foz what. occaſion ſoeuer alterations 4s once 
made in the States,and that they rave aſide from 
their finall ends: infimt difficulties riſe dp fogither with 
the ſame, and alwates goes fozward,encreaſing amongſt 
the gouernements : Example hereof was giuen by the 
Coammon-wealthes of Cana and Sparta, which were ins 
ſtituted andinrucedin warrefareThevery ſame did the 
' Komane Common weale, who fo; the remedie of their 
troubleſome ſtate, were conf rained to goe abꝛoade contis 
nually ta make warres: to the intent that thoſe euill hu⸗ 
mours might be conſumed, that with reit did ſpꝛing vp a⸗ 
moogiithe Citizens: at the ende when they had no moze 
to ouertome, ouercomming and ruiniting themſelues: 
they reduced themlelues vnder another foznie of ſtate,fo2- 
ſomuch as the end being orice changed; it is an impoſſible 
thing to ſtand ſirme and — obſeruation of 20 meu 

and of the auntient inſtitutions - 
19 T Ve way how to mariago States althon pit ooght ” 
+2 A be fomrwhat the moꝛe open;deraileitts to tecriue tits 
to it the greater number of perſons, neuertheleſſe, in the 
beginning (foꝛ that much truſt is required) the entraunce 
* is verp an is much moze r ts 
90 2 sto 
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vs to be'called vnto the ſame, then pzeſumptuouſiye to in-s 
trude our ſelues therinto, i a man danot make pꝛoſeſſion 
therof,he is neither knowne no2 reputed foz ſuſtictent, and 
i he mike pꝛoleſſion therin,the ſame is on the one ſide odi⸗ 
ous, and the other ideis alſo hurtfull to his one indge⸗ 
ment: and he that makes this pzofefſion; doth oftentimes 
diſcourſe ſo much, that be doth over-patſe his bounds, and 
bath fozeſbewe many falſe pzopoſitions: aud finally is re 
puted of wiſe men, like vntothoſeſouldiersthatbzaucand 
bꝛagge it out in the time of peace. 

HS that doth ſerve a Pzince a farre off, bath very hard 


meanesto ſatiſfie-him ; foꝝ that thoſe errours which 420 
are committed are ofthe greater tmpoztance, and cannot 


be ſo eaſilye remedied : beſides that, in the managing ot 
them we cannot compzehend all the particuler adtons of 
the inſtrucions, by reafon that the ſtate ot thinges-do 
change vpon a foddaine: beſides that, this maner of being 
is alfe very full ot dijſtommoditics and pertiites. and leſſe 
niere vnto xe wmarꝭs the which be foz the matt part pꝛeuen · 
ted and obtained befoze hand of thoſe that temaine about 
the pꝛeſence of the P2ince. n 

= Ve way and path of the godneſſe and.bountye of. ex- 421 

emplare life, hath her difficulties; foz that it hath 
need of a firmandgreat ſtaieduts, and of one perpetuall 
loʒme and oꝛder: with bond of obligationto ſuſtain at all 
times and in all adions, one ſcife perſon: fozfoinuch as if 
a man be not vnfainedly god, he leads a troubleſome and 
an vnhapppe life aboue all others, doing ſo man thinges 
and abſtaining from ſomanye other; againſt their owne 
pꝛoper apetite: and to faine long is an impoſſible thing, 
fo y euen as a lame perſon by any equall encreace which 
be pzocureth to thoſe partes that are ſhozter then the reſt, 
oz thzough any other relcfe vſed to the ſame, can neuer co. 
uer the matter ſo cloſely, but that in going he ſhall diſco- 
uer his diffec : ſo thoſe perſons in their pꝛot exdinges, can - 
not go in (ach meaſare,but rr ſome mung 
ä D 2 
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they will ſhew their wants and inward lameneſle. 
422 Uery one that placeth himſelf to ſerue in Courte:ought 
* E-notiomuotrut his ee e eee 
ſame to be able to onercome eyerye aduerſitie. Neither ſo 
much neglect his atłaires, that be altogether comit himſelf 
to chaunce: but let him think Þ the ſame is a vopage vpon 
the den in the which although pzudencemay do much and 
makes the greateſt parte of the windes fanozable, neuer⸗ 
theleſſe, de cannot pꝛeſtribe any determined oz certaine 
time to ariue ſafe there, whither others haus direced their 
courſe, Fozſomuch as ſome in the mid of Mommer, in a 
gallant and well furniched ſhip, do ſunche, oz elſe fozſloe ve - 
ry much: othersin winter,in a wenhe 0 vnfurniſhed Bark 
goe ſpedily and ſafely. | 
Et which hath the onely authozitio: ought,to be lo er 
423 adly pzudent and vertuous: That, that authoꝛitie 
whichbe path obtained, be not left-vato another as an In- 
heritance, Son that men being moze pꝛone to ruill then to 
godnes, his ſuccefſo; may vie that ambitioulp, which was 
of him vſed vertuouſy. Beſides this, although one be apt 
to o2der the thinges inſtituted and ozdained, pet is it not 
- toendure long, when it doth remaine vpon the ſhoulders 
of one alone: but otherwiſe it falles out to be well, when it 
remaines vnder the care of many, and that it appertaines 
to manye- to maintaine the ſame. Foz that even as ma⸗ 
ny are apt to onder and rule one thing,foz that they do not 
knowe the godnes of the ſame: occaſioned though the ſun 
dꝛie opintons that are amongſt them: o when they once 
— — — eaſily — —— - 
a men are had on, 
= Ne — —— — the 
cherle heads and inſtitutoʒs of Religion. Nert vnto thele, 
thoſe that haue laide the foundacions of Common weales 
92 kingdoms. After thoſe, thoſe that haue enlarged them, 
and next vato them, thofe that be learned. Contrarywiſe, 
thoſe men are infamous and deteſtable, which haue bene 
; the 


T Vers was never 
amonglt any people, 


ſon, able to hows 
foze wiſe men that will takeatoay 
mit the whole to God, So didLicurgus,ſo did Solon, and ſo 
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did that molt holy and diuine Moſes. 


69 ——ůů— ů— god fo: 
tune, ſotune makes gam ſucreſſe tu ariſe in all enter⸗ 
pziſes, Lherfoze the obſeruing of devine honours and de⸗ 
uine wwzſhips: is the occaſion of the greatnes of the Com- 
mon wealth. And where the feare of God doth fayle : it is 
conuentent that, that kingdoms be ſultained with a Pzince 
that with fears may ſupplye that defect where there is no 


43 
the deſtroyers of Keligion, that hane difſouered kingdoms, 
und ars enemies to learning, vertue, and valour. 


any infituts; of extraozbinary lawes 
but that he made his refuge to ths 
helpe of God: Foz otherwile they ſhonldnot haue ben ac- 
cepfed,fozſomuch as of a pzudent perſon,many god tyings 
are knowne, who haue not in thomſeluts anp euident rea 

and perſwads the ſame toothers, Cher⸗ 
this difficultic, do re- 


425 


426 


I Vat people which is ved to line in bondage, baing let 429 


the firſt, that goes about to entrap 02 entangle hun. 


"I Dat common vtilitis that isdzawne oflining feare: As 
to enioy freely that which is our own without ſaſpicion 
not to dout of the honour of women and of our Childzen, 
not to be affraid of our ſelues, is not knowne of any whilſt 
that we poſſeſſe the ſame. Foz that there is no man that 
will ener confefſe fo be bound to him, that he doth not 
oy that takes in hand fo gouerne a multitade, either 
wapye of libertie, 2 wape of pꝛincipalitie 

95 


offend. 


at libertie: is like in all reſpeus to a ſanage Beaſt, the 
which hath bene nouriſhed in a grate oz cloſe plate. The 
which being by ehaunce afterwards ſet at libertie abzoad 
in the Faden not being ved to ſ@ke fo; his owne p2oui- 
ſton,not knowing whither to flie : he becomes the pꝛape of 


„and 
doth 
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doth not aſſure hunſelf of thaſe that do oppoſe themſelnes 
againlf this new ozder and inflitution:makes a ſtate of 
ſmall endurance. True it is, that A iudge thoſe. Pzinces 
vnhappie, that to aſſure their ſtate, are conſtrained to hold 
extraozdinary waies, bauing the multitude foz enemte,foz 
ſo much as he that hath fewe foz his enemies,eaſilye and 
with little ſcandale 'vwth;aCure himſelf; but he ̊ hath an 
vaiuerſall people fo his enemp.ſhail neuer be afſared: and 
by how much the moze he vleth cruritye, by ſo much the 
moze his pꝛincipalit ie becomes weake. 


V V Eemuſtweſuppeſe it to be a moſt true thing, that 
a cozrupted Citie which doth liue vnder a Pꝛinte, 
although that that Pzince with all his ſtack be exſtingui⸗ 
ſhed, cannot reduce it ſelt᷑ into liberty, but rather it is cons 
uenient that one Pꝛinte extinguiſh another, and without 
the creation ot a new Pzince it neuer ramaines in reſt: if 
alreadie the bauntie of tis one, together with his great 
vertue, do not kep it fre, but the liberty is to remaine ſo 
long as the life of him doth continue. 
VV Here the ground and ſubtect of the matter is not coz- 
rupted, tumultes and other ſcandales cannot bzing 
vs any damage i but where the ſubtect is cozrupted, there 
Lawes well inſtituted da not helpe, if it were not already 
ſet fozward by ſome per ton, that with extreame fozce did 
cauſe it ſo well to be obſerued, that the ſubiecs ſhould be⸗ 
come god : it is true, that this may fall out whilſte his life 
doth indure, but when he is dead, it returnes to his olde 
and foꝛmer ſtate, and the vertue and fozce of the vniuer⸗ 
ſail ſubied being alreadye cozrupted, we cannot ſuſtaine 
god ozders. 


432 5 cannot be ot ſo long a life,asſhalbe of ſufficient 


time to accuſtome to godnes, a Cittie that hath a 
loizg time bene accuſtomed to euill. And if a man that is 
of long life, oꝛ two vertuous ſucteſſions togither doth no: 
pꝛick them fozward, when one ol them begins to faile, it 
doth 
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doth ruinate, if that with many perrilles and much blad, 
he do not cauſe it to arile againe, ſoʒ that ſuch cozruption 
and ſo ſmall aptnes of fre ne, doth ſpding ol an inequali⸗ 
tie which is found in that Cittie oa Mate: and defiring to 
reduce it to cquali tearmes it is noceſtatis to vſe great tx⸗ 
r which ary Gorey dz will vie * 


V * 'Eought. topiaiſe allperſons modefllye, fo3 by 433 
how much infamie und daunders da oft tid 
thoſe againſt-whoine they be (ponens io mach mode dd the 
pꝛaiſing ot ny one (beſides thut we commend with great 
perrill to the iudgement and bountie of him ol whome we 
ſpeake) doth oftentimes ofendhim tlat doth heart the 
ſame : in reſpec that thzough the ſeifo toue that ' doth go; 
uerne vs, the gwd oz the euill that we hvare repvꝛted of 0- 
thers. is immediatly teuolued in our mindes, and is com- 
pared to aur ſelues: oherupon it ariſeth, that euere one 
that is of ſach defeds 02 merites, calles to memoꝛʒie, and is 
agreued that his pꝛaiſe is paſt ouer with ſilence, oz elſe 
doth feare that his defects be not diſtouered: and it often 
comes ta pale, that we offend man, onelp with tarrying 
leſſe reſpert to one of the ſame, bz one of greater quality, 
be —— that aſmuch oz perchaunce moze ſhalbe doone 


NV Ben a Paince hath foztified: tat with contede- 
rates, with godd Captains, With-valiantforiidicrs, 434 

with weapons, with money, and with ſtrong plates: it fol; 
lowes that he endeuour bimſelfe to weakenthe foꝛce, and 
to interrupt and bꝛeak aſunder the aduerſaries determi⸗ 
nations: the which thing may be perlourmed ſpedilye 8} 
late, ace wing as voctaſiot dall offer it ſelfe; che which Ws 
thefoafitatneand rei g\dzious aas. 


& gd eaſtomos to the tent they may be . 
4 ade of the lawes: ſo the lawes in reſpec they 435 
» may 
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may be obſerued, haue ned of god cuſfomes, 
inffitations and lawes that were made in a 
minen-weale, in the beginning thereof when men 
were god d do not ſerue after to the purpoſe, when they 
Are once become picked: and iflawes dm varrie in a Cit⸗ 
tie accozding to the atcidents, the inſtitutions thereof do 
ſildome oꝛ neuer varie: the which thing makes that the 
newe lawes dw not ſyffiſe,by reaſan that the inſtitutions 
that ſtand Srwme, da bzeak them. | 
A Ponall the Kavuanea the chefell degrees of the Cit- 
tie were nat giuen but te thoſe which did demaund 
them: this ozder at the beginning was gd, fo2 that none 
did demaund them hut theſe Citizens which were iudged 
wozthie : and to haue the repulſe was an ignominious 
thing, wherupon it did ariie, that ta the intent they might 
be indged god, euervt ana did perfourme god adions. 
| B the inſtitutian of a Cttie os State to a politicke life. 
pzeluppoſe in your mina a god man. And to become a 
Paince by violence, pꝛeſuppoſe in your minde a wicked 
man: By this meanes you ſhall Gildoine finde that it falles 
out that a god man becomes a Pzince by wicked meanes 
although the end were gos: and that one that is wicked 
being become a Paince, will perfozme god actions, t that 
it will fall at any time into his minde to ble the authozi- 
tie well, which he hath by euill meanes obtained. 
Ne that ſuccas in ſtate. although he be not of ſa great 
valeur and vertue as his pzedeceſſour, pet mape he 
maintaine the ſaide ſtate thzough the fo2co and vortue af 
him that governed the ſame befoze him, and maygentoye 
the fruites of his trauailes: but if it ſhould coma fo paſſe 
that he were nat af a ſous life, 92 that after him there did 
not ſpꝛing vp another, which doth put upon hin the va⸗ 
lour and vextue of thefiyſt,that Kingdome is canfratned 
to fall into ruine: Do incontrary ſozte, if enery one after 
tbe other, are of great vertue, it oftentimes appeares, 
that they accompliſh great things and that — 
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with their fame euen ts the higheſt hoanens. 


]Ewathiugmottcertaing, that if whete Were be men 40 


there be ne Bonldors :it duth | fault of 
the Pute, and not thzough the defect 0) anywant in na⸗ 
ture, ꝙ of the ſcituativn of the Countrie i fox that, a wiſe 
Pꝛince dath vſe in time 
mintarit aiſeipine. 1 2 TP Li * 
J Vers be two ſoztes of atterie;thefirTaciſethora nia⸗ 


" licious craft : the ſerond of an veiaccuſiomed vis in cons! 


nerſation : the fit wit purpoſe to pot, is p2icked fo2- 
ward artificialipzanv do vie ait kadie to deceius: the ſe- 
cond, hath foz higpurpoſed end, a cart andfeare not to/of- 
fend, and therfoze doth vnwillingly follew the ether, who 
fo; all that becomes his guide, but yet he is dzawne by her 
as thaughit were by fee, with putting in oblinton ccr- 
taine humilitie, certaim ſeruilo reſpeus and mott vaine ti⸗ 
tles, which are made pzoper and itt, and ſuch as are requi- 
red of all ſoʒts and qualitie ot perſons. in ſuch ſoꝛt, as they 
cannot be ſhunned wen ol vertuous men, and fach as re- 
maine wzitten in then tearmes of vſe. 
T was neuer tudgeda waſs reſolution, to put in perrill 
all thy foꝛtune t nat all thy fozces : thoſs do fal into this 
inconuentence, which determine when p enemie comes, to 
defend ß difficile plates, i to kepe the paſſages : fozſomnch 
as it is n thing of great damages, it in that difficilplace we 
cannot comodioufly place all our fozces : and in Þ caſe we 
ought to take that reſolution, but if the plate be rough and 
ragged,and ſo ſtrait that we cinot plant al our ſtrengths: 
dur reſolution is navght: therefoze if Weloſe that paſſage 
which we did pzeſuppoſe to kap, and in the which the peo- 
ple andour armie did put their confidence: there doth en- 
ter foz the moſt parte into the people, and into all the reſt 
of the armie ſo great terrour, that without making triall 
oz experience of their valour and vertue, do giue ouer the- 
ſelues to loſe all. And ſo it comes to paſſe that we foꝛgoe 
all — parte oł our 5 — 
| . 0 


ol peate the odersof warfare and 
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O well oꝛdered Common wealth doth afany time 


. — — 
ed withont anx reſpect of his god deeds, los that if vnto 
citizenthat bath perfozmedand done any famous thin 
1915 Cittie, be toyned(beſtdes the reputation that ſa 
a one hath gained) a certaine audacitie,confidence + truſt, 
to be able without feare todo any thing that is not god: 
be will in time become ſo inſolent, mann diſſolue all 
the 020er of cini life, | | 


ä that wouldrefozme the ate of a Cittie, deſiring! 
to haue that refozmation accepted, and to haue it 
+++ Ukewiſe maintained with the ſafiſfaction of enery ene: It 
is neceſſary that be retaine at the leaſt the ſhado we of the 
auntient cuſtomes, tothe intent that it may not appeare 
to the people that be hath changed the olde oꝛders and in⸗ 
ſtitutions, although in effects the oꝛdinances were newe, 
and altogither alienated from thoſe that were beloze: foz 
that the vniuerſall mindes ol men is ſo fed with that out- 
ward ſhew which it ſemes to carrie, as it it were the very 
ſame indade, ſo that they are muche moꝛe mwned with 
thoſe things of outward appearance, th with that which 
they are ineffec, 


4.45 Te vice of ingratitude doth ſpꝛing either ofcouetouſ- 


nes oz ot ſuſped, fo2 that, when any people oz any 
Dꝛince do ſend fwzth any Generall oz Captaine , into 
what impoztanate expedition ſoeuer, where he gaines 
ſufficient glozye: that Pzince oz people is afterwardes 
bound to rewarde him, and il in change they diſhonour oz 
endamage him, moned thereunto by touetouſnes: they 
commit an errour which cãnot be ercuſed, but rather thoy 
loade their backs with a perpetuall infamie. The 
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F'Vonaturevf men is ful of ambition and ſuſpition,and 46 
-y canngt giue an ſtape oz meant to none of their Foꝛ⸗ 
tunes: therfoze it is anunpoſſible thing but that, that ſu- 
ſpition which dath ariis in a Pzince immediatip after the 
vidozie of his Captaine Generall: ſhould be cauſed by the 
encreaſe of ſome maner oz faſhion of behaniour vſed info- 
lentlp in the (aid Captaine: ſo that a Paince can enter in⸗ 
to no other thought,then how to aſſure himſelſe, either by 
putting him ta death,oz by taking from him his repatatis/ 
on, 92 to make ſhe we with all induſtrie, that that viaozie 
did ariſe not by his valour and vertue, but by Foztune, oz 
thzough the vile balenes of his enemie, 02 by the pzu- 
"_ of ſome other of his Captaines, that were in that 
n. 
QUſpition is ſonaturall in Pzinces,that they cannot dee / 44 
fend theruſolues ſrom the (ame: wherupon it is inno- 
Gble that they ſhould ſhew gratefulnes to thoſe that haut 
under their Enſignes gained vicozie, and that which a 
Pꝛinte cannot bimſelfe from: it is no miracle al- 
though the da not-defend thiſelues from : fo2 that a 
Citie which haus lawen free, hauing two finaliendes, the 
one ta ſettle tammadities, and the other to maintain their 
tradome; it falles. out of neceſmtie, that though ouer⸗ 
— they ſhould erre both in the one and the o⸗ 
tale. 


T but optang hid gg, beten, 
ceſaris that he- do ane of theſe; two thinges: either #4 
that immediatly after the vicozie he put al into the hands 
of ＋ T oꝛthat he kepe himſelle from committing 
4 — 
couragiouſlye 


ac, to the intent that the 
== {al 298 meaureyſo make thets (hinges that 


2 map haue no 
gained, hisowne-  / 


any but 
be 12 eve buſt 
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Latterie is ch&@felye foumdin Courtes, Pallaces, and 


449 L houſes, and alſo in Common-wealthes, — 


459 A toſap :either foꝛce, either rłcomp 


plate, touching the perſon ot hum that doth flatter; and or 
him that is flattered i the flatfererhath nede 02 defirs-of 
ſomething the whith may be fo; his gaine, oz elle tocdn- 
ſerue, to obłaine, oꝛ not toloſs, by the meanes of hum that 
be doth flatker? fo:ſomuch as the perſon that is flattered 
is alwaies-mo2e might ye chen he that Halters, 02 at the 
leaſt tuch a one as in ſome tefpecs may fauour him: Ani 
tyer te it is vied in Common weales amongſt thoſe that 
be equalles, and alſo of the faperiours towards the infe- 
riours: only it reli. that fhoſe that be miſerable and baſe 
men, which are not thought te be able in any caſeeither 
to harme oz 1 do not flatter and in line ſozte as well 
tholethat are endowed with magranininitie, and are in 
happie tte, as thofe that ve pꝛeſu and thoſe 
that content chemlelues with theirs kate, te, be not flat- 


terers. | 
En to obtaine theirintents bſe Helrqeenes that is 
eres ors 
wills of others: the two ürſt do not fo Hatte⸗ 
rors tfoz, he that will ble fozce; dꝛ cine duk recompence, 
dooth neuer flatter : beſides that, fo2ce befonges to the 
mighty, where flattery appertains moe fo the weakned; 
Andrecompences makes men, at the leaſt in thatd;es 
quall —.  themſelues.Where flatterie makes them 
| temaines, the Which th bene- 
— ani rickithined wikh?rienvihip, 0? with the ll 
„ erent Angus yo ane 
reputation ng , 
1 tue t vatour of mixgnifietice;of ffunies ee ok 
. tuſtomes, 
ron the kate wherein a 


tyar togither they ere not futre feperatedfromthat 

— — thing vngde ke br al⸗ 
waies ran the eyes of enten. zus well foxthat 
111 $011 ma 
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may nenerborepatod viſwaozthie, as alio ſoa that he ne- 

ner come fo borſuſpectedothat ti i nat apt 2 become * 

Maieſtrate. 

1133 —— onght toronſider be · 5 
foze adaerfe times do chaunte, that be maye haue 4 

after this conſideration to liue 


needecfſundzpuemen.aud 
among? them in inch ſazte;that he hallindge — 


cames vpon hi 
benefites:he isdiſcetaed,fa; hecannot only,not aſſure hun 
ſelle, but doth rather yaſten his ruine. 
VV Ven any inconnenience doth artie in a Common⸗ 453 
{| 7 weale,cauſetbyinward;o; outward;o2 fo vain oc- 
caſions, is vecome fogreat, that it hegins tu ſtriue feare 
in the hartes of euer one: it is a mopeſtirereſolution, to 
tempoꝛiſe þ ſame, th to attempt ta exſtinguich it, ſoꝛ that 
tpoſe that goe about to choake and tui it, do almoſt al- 
watesmake the fozces therof greater, and W that 
ſpectebof theſame:; - : 
Fj there be lane to:ariſzina Common-weate, a noble 454 
perſon, that hath extraozdinarie vertues, the eyes of the 
Citizens turning their fight vpon him, do concurre and 
rums without any reſpect to honour him, in ſuch ſozt.that 
if there be in himanp ambition at all, thoſe fauours that 
aature and theſe actidentes haue amen him, being vnited 
together,comes immediatty in place: that when the Citi⸗ 
dens porteiue their ervour;they haue ſmall remedye to rt⸗ 
fifk the lame wand going about todo fo, they perfozme 
. 
| and to take v- 
pon hun urtrasistaabpe authozitie! it is requiũte he 455 
hanemanypaieymoquattuehid eee haue, 
in a Common weale not d: foz that it is neteſſa⸗ 
ſafficient ſt oe ok per⸗ 
ede — prord x 122 haue _ _ 
1 es 
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lawes ars obſerued,andalthough he had, vet ſuch men are 
1 that thoſe tr ifattoars de not — m | 
456 W Pen the aumtitent goueruours dfwtate; ml the 
Common / we ale quiet and in gwdrate;they-did al- 
waies finde out ſome thing although ſeinenip to the intent 
the Citizens might be afraive : cu that vy this feare they 
might ariſe to bemozecarefuil;and the m matehſul fog 
the pꝛeſeruation of theiy ſafetie: fopfamach as thofe wile 
aun tent fathers did ner well ano that i vwnitierſatlves 
fect of men, is willing to become idle and negligent, enev 
uer by their god wils to apply them ſelurs in aue p is in 
duſtrious, but only wogen neteſſitie tonſtraines them. 
457 12 are accuſtamed not to endure long. whoſe 
fozce andfury is at the beginning :therfaze it neceila 
rily talles out, that they take in pand — that en / 
dure buf a ſmalt tine. 

ſou a manifeſt thing that the toxteatLeagran cots 
53 lin their heate,dw ſwne variſh away: fozthatimmediat- 
ly ſuſpition makes entry, which doth cole and diflalue the, 
and as atone infant they areviſſeuered: (0 they cannot 

be knit againe togither, without a long ſpace of time 
459 . — of ſo mightye power in the bꝛeſt of men, 
that it neuer doth abandon them: the occaſton is, ſoꝛ 
that nature hath created men, that they mape dere all 
thinges, but not obtaineall thinges: in ſuch ſozte, that als 
wales our deſires being greater then our pawer to obtain: 
it doth turne to the euill confentation and ſmall ſatiſfactt» 
on of him that dath poſſeſſe.Df this doth ariſe the varying 
and changing of foztune, foz that-men-deſiring, ſome to 
haue moꝛe, and ſpine fearing to loſe that theyhawealrody 
gotten,fall out to vie iniuries, and naa warres, wharoĩ 
the n wn anabyeeralfation of 
ano if 
inte in themmeging bi dis uttate, dothnot onel ye 
460 — — 
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are future, and ta pꝛauide fi the ſane with all induſtrye, 
faz that poouiuins foz the ſame a far off,he maꝝ eafilye re⸗ 
medie them, but expecting vntiil the æuiit daawe nære: the 
in time, ſamuth an ndt being known, 
it both growes olde and to be without cure. 5 | 
Y vena pzinc would maintain his fatein a P- 461 
.. . .- Nince,diſagreeing.in cuſtomes andlawes,from 
nature: finding therin much difficuitic;it is requifite. that 
be haue great fas tune and great induũry but the moft aſ⸗ 
fared way is: that he goe to remaine there in perſon, to 
che intent p poſſeſſion maꝝ be aſſured, and thoſe diſoꝛders 
maye be dilcerned; vnto-which reme dye maye be ginen, be- 
fides that, the ſabiegs having their Paince nere at hand, 
and carrying willing mindes to be god, they haut greater 
cauſs to loue him, and being the contrarp to feare him: and 
be that goes about to aſſault him, all remaine moꝛe 
doubt fult, and although he determine to da ſo, pet he ouer- 
comes with greater difficultie; n 
He that is in a Pꝛouiuce with his regiments oꝛ colonies 
that conſiſt of many ſ@tmen,and ofmany inhabitours 
therin ; ought tomake himſelſe the head and defendour of 
bis neighbours that are ofleſſe power then he is himſelfe, 
02 rather to indeugur humſelfe to weaken the moſt mighty 
ol them, and he ought to haus care and regarde that foz no 
accident no Strangers do enter into his ſlate, fozſomuch 
as they arx euer hunted afterofthoſe ̊ aremal-contents 
in that Pzonince, either th2ough onergreat ambition, 0; 
th:0ugh oner-great pouertie. 
2222 a mia btye Stranger is entered into a 


do ioyne themſe mes vnto him, maued thꝛougb the enuye 
that they haue had againſt hun that hath bene mighty a- 
gainſt them, by ceaſon that in reſpecof theſe ſmall pow⸗ 
ers, the ſtranger hath little tranail to gain þ ſame, that aſ- 
ſemble thifelnes incontinftly about him, he hath only this 
to thinke bpon, that they take not 9 
REL 20 ozce, 


P2omnuce,all thoſe that are of meaneſt power in þ ſame, 


464 


1 great and mighty Kozthern peng which hove 
466 


- gtozte be ioyntu, withoat all doubt they etalte very much 
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fozce,0z ouermuch authozitie,the which he map eadiꝑ do, 


— he bath gotten . g » 75% 

"ep dw not Wandesse ene deep (he 
wen they arenoetaidedanfaceoyred;. tune derate 
themſelues with otherf = due rater thuſe ut Y öde n 
fuccours to them with whdene thep bane winderfiuention 
and are in tonſoʒte. And he merites ad dn who becauſs 
he will not fall into perrillas that ve ext ding great, caſſes 
his eyes with diligence vpon thoſe things chat are p;ofita- 
ble vnto him: rather the vntathole, wpichlporhermens 
mann. a es 


A_ man knoweseadily the 4 incthnation bf 
any aation, and the anions therof de ing public: it is 
neceſſarte that the ſame ſhe woperfozceHer minds and T6 
ſires; fwzth df-which-afterwars are dꝛatune perticulur yes 
terminations-eitherozr.opleeaccozding to the rapici- 
tie ot that wiſe man: whith dap age te panne min be- 
pher the ſame. 


many Childzen, carriealwaics their mitides apt and 
pzone to mate wares: as woll nreſpen efylo;p,as als 
to obtame itate fo; thetr duden, and to detives their 
owne Ri thoſe diſturbations;whithko; the 
molt parte, the firſt begotten among@ man byethzen, 4s 
accutomed to bing, and if vnfo theſe reſpects woath and 


that aingdome wich atro din to their imagination is 
moſt eaſte tobe commuted : m tiuthe which they haue ſome 
cullour oz pietente igt; to te intent they may in eche 
caſe that doth chanacr eicher of Leages, either towardes 
F 
rance thereof to the woods. 351 
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— the Emperour of the Turkes ſaide, that Pꝛiu⸗ 
ces oughenot to vie the helpand aids ot a Sernant ofts 
ner then once: foꝛſomuch as, in that iſ fac his deſire tua 
odtains the god grace of þis Pyince : and the greatnes of 


to requeſt him, pe thunkes n maze of the faucar akeadye 
obtained, but aoth unagae to make fre himſelie, with the 
perritl of his zinoe, and to adumuntage bimiriit by fore 
meanes;to the damage oftentunes of his Paince, and the 
faifing of his ama faith. 

| T oftentimes comes to paſſe, that when we demaand a 


467 


thing and art not able to obtain it: fa; that we have not 468 


in a readines the reaſons that may be oppaſed, we loſe re- 
putation,and he that doth deny the (ame:beſines that, be 
doth repute vs foz pꝛeſumptuous and impzudent,imagi- 
ning that be hath offended vs, by reaſon! of his deniall: 

and grawes ti hate vs. Hrerof it avifeth, that gate is 


Wiſe Officer oz ſeruaunt ought after the maner al 
an — Phiſition,fozeſ& that which he may hope 


his-indgement in he 
ring hin tobe exalted though hope,neither fall _ 8 


tea⸗46 9 


— — —— — — 


470 


471 


472 
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the ground thꝛough leare and ſo affaires are handled with 

tome to paſſe to his honoꝛ, that doth negoti⸗ 
ate foʒ the pꝛoſit of his Maſter. 

Pen Pꝛinces de not graunt, oz are coꝛreſpondent to 
ether mens demannds, it growes vpon theſe octaſi⸗ 
ons; either that their Mtence/giues them time to reſolue v- 
pon ſanie thing that is doubtfull, oz elſe with their ſilence 
they deny the ſame ; iudging the demaund to be vniuſt, oz 
elſe-thep deſpiſe him hath made the demaund,although 
it 'be vnutt, either elſe deſpiſe the leruaunt that doth de- 
maund p ſame, oꝛ elſe exſpecs new aduertiſements, þ bet⸗ 
ter to reſolue himſelfe, 02 otherwiſe in this caſe gine god 
wozds to their Seruants ; therfoze the pzudent negotia- 
four ought to make his conſiderations,in which eſtate of 
theſe fozeſaide caſes,he dooth finde himſelfe, and takes his 

expedition in hand with the better deuberation. 8 


2 would haue the duetpe of a god Citizen ta conſiſt 
in theſe fo wer thinges, foz the benefite of the commons 
weale: that is, that he be pꝛudent in diſcearning thoſe 
things that be pꝛeſent, and pꝛeuent thoſe that are to come: 
tuft in diſtributing toicuerye one accoꝛding to dis deme⸗ 
rites, ſtroug to ouer-come ſcares, which are an impedi⸗ 
ment to the Wee — and A in 
our deuires. 144745 enz zun 
el; 43 4 «it; 

|# we: votes to —.— Rcretivoud fareive in in any 

State? - there is nothing moze neceCarie then to haut 


knowledge of thedeterminations and deſignes of: great 


Pzinces : and in what ſozte they ars of- adilitie to he exe- 
tuted: fo that a man mape pzeſerue himſelle in time ot 
peace, which wholoenet he imagineth map aids oz pzofit 
him thzough/thetr amitiv, and mape pꝛoaide himtelte 
in caſe of: anp AY to the ons to auolvs 
harme. 

The 
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FT Þo knowledge of matters of ſtate, ia lifted aut of Þ2zin- 473 
ces by ſundꝛie meanes. Fozlomuch, as ſome pzoture to 
knowe- the ſame. by way of repoate; ſome by way of dil-. 
courſe, ſome by the meanes of eſpialls, ſome by {tipendary 
intelligencers, and ſome by the dilpoſition af this man, and 
ſome byy man. But there ia no ma fo curtain nas by the 
meanen af Ambaſladours, g eſpetiaile ai thoſe; that xithet 
though the great ves of their inte, ua by his awne p20- 
per vertue is in reputation: luz that dealing aliuaies with 
— and ponde ring diligently, their cuſtomes, 
their wonda, their connſell, the balour. the maner of euery 
one and of the Pzince himſelf they may with a moze-ſurer 
grounded foundacion, then thoſe that wyite Cronicles : 
knowe by repozte, thinges that are paſt: neither line explo⸗ 
ratoures,reſt onely vpon the conſideration of thinges pꝛe⸗ 
lent: But with a certain and aſſured confiteracand2awne 
foꝛth of theſe, and thoſe thwges :make ludgament of that 
which is to come. 1 87 eee 
7 vVoſe Comnan weales — tnditures; 8 474 
,uing out Futhozitie any long time, appoxated vato 
the ſame certaine guardes and watch mem that the wic- 
kedvnto whome (ach authozatie did belonge-ſhould not be 
able to vſe it naughtily : and in this caſe, it hetpes not _ 
the matter and ſubſtancs <0ujauot he cmrupted. Fo? 
an abſolute Authozitie,. doth toꝛrupte in Gozte time 
matter and ſubſtance, and makes them partakers and 
freendes, And to ſuch a perſon it hurtes not that be is poze, 
oz that he hath no kinſ-folkeg, Foz that riches and other 
fauours, do run ——ů— ahn, 


Common weale, Ky have: age conflvence in a 

Citizen, that from a highe degrer, deſcendes to go⸗ 475 
uerne one that is loſſe: then in him, that from a ſmall 
degre& aſcends to mg pam this — 
cann 
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cannot be credited, if ho haus not god men about him, who 


peares that eithor he mado not ich pzepurations/ as won 
ſukkicient, oz that de thought of no parte ot thein befoze 


hand. 
D defire to take away a diſozder ſpzung vy in a Com- 
dad Ta make a Lawe wat 
may lake a great time backward, is no-ged reſolution : 
lea that we pzocure naught elſe but haden Mat euill vnto 
which thix diſozder-doth condna and loade bs, dut by tem⸗ 
dene eee tare) td moꝛe ſlolye 
rr erdingul⸗ 
i i 
Ter work quits hats woake Common-weae can 
dane, in tu be irveſdlute, fo2-that all the reſolutions 
they take,they take th by fozce, and if they dw any fhing 
that is gad,they doit byfozce and not by pꝛudenct, fazfo- 
much as their weakenes,willnener feffer them to confult 
where there is any doubt; i that doubt be not cancels 
led, by ſome violenee that doth pꝛi cke it fozward: they 
hang alwaies in(adpition. - 
„12 — ad dinilion of the peſſtick inffice, 
ute — —— — 
dero ing to the quali of 
— otherwiſe it is no iuſtice. As foz example it 
appeares, 


478 
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appearta, that puniſhment by infamie is a fnall punſh- 
—— — a nouie per ſanage 
it is — -Therlvze thoſe Dfficers and mis 
anddiſfauours,in 


whole wozlde de changed: do nt vaverſiand the ſame as 
if ought to be: fo; that the nobilitie: 


the nobilitie:rt Makes them become infolent. 
T Ve lozces of Pzinces,if they de not gouerned withrea- 
ſon, and with god counſell: do not onely become weak 


and vaine; but fo; the moſt parte are damageabie to thoſe 47 9 


that poſſeſſe them: but if they be ruled by pzudence and 
wozke meruailous effects, and giue 
into our ſramus hope and ſecuritie, and bzinges vnto our 
enemies confuſion andfeare. 

"TW He reputation and credit of a well ozdered conmon- 
weale,is pzeſerued with neutralitie, with abſtaining 
from entring into league with any Pzince, with remai- +7 ? 
ning in amitie with all, and by k@ping all Pzinces in hope 
dy Channing all occaſions to ſuffer damage 92 iniusy of any 
whoſoeaer, by entertaining many Captaines of valour 
— — and fozceable paepara- 
cons of warfare by Land: and by not abandoning with 
negligence his Hauit fog the Seas, by keeping and main- 

tainung the and fidelitie,and 


people in loue bygining vnto 
the Nobility honours, to thoſe py be of baſe degree many 
commodities: an dual by giaing vnto enery cnc ſetu- 
vitie nie, haning <&fc care that all men obſerue, 
— ——_ 1 
3 
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T is eaſilye knowne by thoſe that confider well, thoſe 
tyinges that are pzeſent, and.thoſe things that are paſt 
in auntient time: how that in All Cities and amongſt all 
people, the ſame vefires and the iame honours, that euer 
were amongſt them da fill remaine :in ſuch ſoꝛte that it 
is a veryeaſte thing to him that doth well and dilgentiy 
examine things paſt, t fozeſeetna Common- mene thoſe 
thinges that are to come a and to vſe thol remedios that 
of the antiquitie were ved, as nat finding thoſe that haue 
ben vſed to think upon new,th;ough the ſimilitade of the 
Atcidents : but foz theſe conſiderations, are either neglec / 
ted oz not vaderſtade of thoſe that read, 02 if they:be wy 
derſtode, they are not knowneofthem that gonerne, nei⸗ 
ther are they followed, foz that the ſelfefame mn 
are to be found in all s. , 


as W Ven the people are bzought into this errourytogine 

reputation to one ſole perſon, which doth rujaate 
and reuenge himſelle againſt thofe he hates, and that the 
ſame man be not wiſe: it will euer chaunte, that he being 
become a Tirant, will endenour hunſelfe together with 
the fauour of the people, to rote out and exſtinguiſhe the 
Nobilitie: neither will he euer turne himſelfe to oppꝛeſſe 
the people, but when he hath deſtroved all the Hobi. 
lutpe. 

A Lihough thoſe that be noble deſire to be Tirants,ne- 

432 7 \nertheleſle that parte of the nobility whichkepthem 
ſelues fw2th of the path of tirannie, are. alwaies enemies 
to a Tirant, who tan neuer gaine to his parte all the na - 
bility, thꝛougb the ambition & great couetouſnes which 
remaines in him: fozfomnch as the Tirant is nut able to 
haue ſuch froze ot riches. and ſo many honours, as would 
ſatiffiz all the whole members ol them. Whereupon it 
comes to paſſe, that thoſe Tirants which haue to their 
rendes the vniuerſall multitude of the people, and fu e- 
nemies 
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nemies thoſe that be great perſonages, are moze ſecure, 
foz that their violence is ſuſtapned with a greater fozce 

then thoſe be that haue the people to their enemies, and 
the Nobilitie to their frends, 


HE that in ſhewe hath appeared fo2 god a certaine 
time, and will at his fantaſie and pleaſure become 483 
naught : mult p;ocede in the ſame with due mranes, and 
guide himſelfe in ach ſozt with occaſion, that befoze the 
change of his nature,take away from hun his old fauours; 
be map bauc obtained ſo many new, that his autho2itie be 
nothing deminilhed at al, other wiſe when he is dilcouered 
and without freends, he runnes into ruin + is ouerthꝛobon. 


1* is hurtfull to a Common-weale , with continuall 
barmes and damages, to holde and kerpe the mindes of 45+ 
the Subiens in continuall feare and ſaſpence : fo2 that 
thoſe men that begin to doubt that they hall incurre any 
euill, de in any caſe allure themſelues from thoſe perrils, , 
and become to carry leſſe relpe& and to beof moze-gudacts 
tie ta attempt newe things: therfoze it is either neceGary 
neuer to hurt oz offend any perſon, 02 to vſe al our harmes 

at oneinſtant,and afterwards aſſure thoſe men, and giue 
them occaſion to quiet their mindes. | 

A Common: weale in her inſtitutions ando2ders ought 

to be watchfull that the Citizens wader the ſhadowe of 485 
god, do not wozke cuill ; and that they carye and haue 

that reputation, which may belpe and not harme the li- 


A Paudent man ought neuer fo refule the popular indg- 486 
ments, in particular things about the diſtribution of 
degrees and dignities, foz that in this onelye the people do 
not deceive themſelues: and if they be deceiued, it 15 cares 
1p: but thoſe that be fewe in number, which haue to make 
ſuch diſtributions, do much moze deceiue . 


487 —*— —u—U— — 


485 


490 


Wir. 
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make great inctouſe, and pzocied muth moꝛe foꝛward 
then thoſe that line i flanory and bowbiige. Fon that in a 
fre ſtate is found greater ſtoze of people, betauit marine 
amongſt them are moꝛe free and moze deſired of men: foʒ⸗ 
ſomuch as enery one doth willingly beget thoſe Chitvzen, 
which they think them ſelues adle do nourid e not douting 


they are dome ſrw and het ants, 
means of their ver tue and dalour derem 


koꝛce, by — ——— 1 
dabitants of them to dwell in their dw | 

A TCUvake and man Common woalecanet mower und 
vttupp neicher cite 
und greater then ib leite. and it o kNthat de ddmunde 


vꝛanches with greut edle er auktile: e l wind 

dort dend the ſame. a wy | 

F Otane che charge aadeure to guuern Alete with bio 
lente ett fely thole which ate teceuſfortwdto iabferw!ts 

a difficile and troubleſome thing, and if webe nt ty 

in armes :e can 
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s D obtaine empire and not fozce : agri weil together, . 
and he that obtaines Empire and not koꝛte both to-. 
gether, it comes of neceſſitie, that be muſt fall in ru⸗ 
ine. And he cannot obtaine fozce, that is impoueriſhed by 
warres, although be be vico21us ; foz that be dath diſvurſſe 
moze then he receiues in by the gaine therof. 
A Pꝛince 02 a Common-weale: ought firlt to take eue 4 93 
rye other reſolution, then to haue recourſe to conduct 
and bung into his tate fo; his defence, Fozraine ſuccours, 
although it is neceſſary foz him to put confidence in them, 
foz that any parte, 02 any connention that he makes with 
the enemie: wilbe lighter vnto him, the any ſuch reſolution, 
A N ambitious Pzifice oꝛ Common-weale,can haue no 494 
greater occaſion to inuade any Citie 02 Pzouince: the 
to be requeſted to ſend his army to the defence therof, 
Hat perſon that is ſo ambitious, that not onely to dc - 
fend himſelfe,but alſo to offend others: calles vnto him 495 
like coadiutours and helpes, goes about to obtaine that 
which he cannot holde, and that the ſame which already he 
bath gotten: map be eaſily taken from him. 
3 Hoſe Cities which are vſed to liue fre, oꝛ accuſtomed 496 
to gouerne themſe lues by their Pꝛouincialls: remaine 
content (together with other quiet) vnder a Dominione 
which they ſer not, rather then vnder that which they ſc e⸗ 
uery day: M herin it ſames that their bondage apercs al- 
wapes befoze their epes. 
A $ongt all thoſe States that are full of infelicifie and 
4 3infoztunate: the ſtate of a Pzince oz Common weale 49 
is molt vnhappp,wbich are reduced into ſuch tearmes,that 
they can neuer receiue peace,no; ſuſtaine warres. Unto 
which tearmes, thoſe are reduced that be ouermuch enda⸗ 
maged with the conditions of the peace, and on the other 
ſide, when they would make warres : it behoues them ei⸗ 
ther to make themſelues apay to thoſe that help them: oz 
ae eee eee | The 
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4.98 T Ve eettate of a gouernment is no other, then to rule thy 


ſubieds in ſuch ſozte, that neither they tan, oꝛ by reaſon 
ought to hurt oz offend the. This is done by this meanes 
either by aſſuring thy ſelle ſufticiently in all thinges, cut⸗ 
ting off all thole wayes wherby they might harme ther: oz 
elſe to benefite them ſo much, that they cannot by any rea- 
ſon be moze to deſire to change Foꝛtune. 


4.99 VV Ven weareto Judge mightie Cities that are accus 


ſtomed to liue fra: it is conuenient either toertin- 
guiſh them, oz curteouſly to imbzace them, other wiſe euery 
iudgement will fall out to be vaine, and we muſt altoge⸗ 
ther ſhunne the meane waye, loz that it is pernitious. 


T © vle wozdes againlte the Enemye, of (mall honour : 
ſpꝛing foz the molt part af an inſolencie that gines vnto 
men either vicozie oz a falſe hope of bidoꝛie. The which 
falſe hope doth not onely cauſe men to erre in wozdes, but 
alſo in dedes, foz that this hope makes a man to paſſe his 
boundes, and cauſeth him often times to loſe the occaſion 
be hath to obtaine an aſſured god, hoping to haue a better 
which is vncertaine. 
P Rinces that are afſapled (when the aſſanlte is made 
For 4 by men that are moze mightie then they) can commit 
no greater crrour, then to refuſe any agreement, chafely 
when it is offred vnto them. Foz that there tan neuer any 
ſuch bo ſe condition be offced : but that in ſome parte of the 
ſame there is contapned,the benefite and god beeing of him 
that _o accept the ſame : and therein ſhall be parte ofþis 
victozie. 
] Fa greate perſonage be greatly offended oz endamaged, 
502 J with the publike Cate, oz with anye pꝛiuate perſon, and 
bath not reuenged him ſelfe actoꝛding to his own ſatiſfaci- 
on, if he liue in a Common-weale: he doth goe about with 
the ruine therof to reuenge himlelfe. Jf he line vnder a 
p2ince,and haue within him any generoſitie and cozage: he 
| neuer 
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neuer doth quiet him ſelfe, vntill ſuch time that in ſome 
ſozte, he doth revenge him ſelfe againſt him, although be 
perteiue his owne pꝛoper damage ſhoulde fall out in the 


lame, 
En may alwayes followe Foztune,but neuer oppoſe 


them ſelnes againſt Foꝛtune. They may weaue the 503 


web therof, but not bzeake the ſame. They ought neuer to 
abandon Foztune, fo; that not knowing the end therok: 
and beſides that ſhe alwaies goes thzough vaknowne and 
croked pathes, we ought alwaies to liue in hope of her, and 
hoping not to abandon our ſelues, in whatſoeuer Foꝛtune 
oz in whatſoeuer trauaile we do finde our ſelues. 


Aena thoſe Signes whereby we knowe the power 


and might of a State: the one is, to beholde how ſhe 59+ 


liues with her neighbours. Fo2 that when ſhe gouernes 
her ſelfe in ſuch ſoꝛt, that her neighbours to haue her their 
frende do make them ſelues her Pencionares, then is it 
a certaine ſigne that, that State is mightie. But when the 
ſaide Neighboures (although inferiour vnto her) dzawe 
money of her: then it is a greate ſigne of her weaknes. 


] F thou be a Mal- content againſte any Pzince: meaſure 
and ballance thy fozces, and it thou be ſo mightye, that 525 
thou art able to diſtouer thy ſelfe to be his Enemie, and to 
make warres againſt him openly : enter into this path, as 
leaſt perilous and molt honourable: bu t if thy foꝛces be 
not ſufficient, indeuour thy ſelf with all induſtrie,to make 
him thy freend, and enter into the path that thou dot 
indge to be neceſſarie, following his pleaſures, and mas 
king ſhowe that thoſe thinges pleaſe the , which thou 
ſereſt delightes him: foz that this domeſficke familias 
ritie makes to liue ſecure, and without feare of any 
perrill make thee to enioye and be pertaker of dis 
god foztune, and bzinges vnto thee all god meanes and 
R2 commo⸗ 
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commodities foz this to ſatiffie thy minde. 


506 WO ongbt not to remaine ſo nore vnto Pzinces, that 


their ruine onerwhelme vs: neither ſo farre diſtant 
off, that being ouerthzowne, we maye be able to ariue in 
time to leape bpon the ruine. | 


507 Too Pꝛinces begin then to loſe their ſtate, when they 


begin to bzeake the Lawes, the maners, and thoſe cus 
ſomes that be of antiquitie: and vnder the which men 
haue lined a long time, ſoꝛ that theſe do want commodity: 
thoſe do abandon them, and their willes and deſires is as 
like, foz that the defire ofdominion,is as great o2 greater 
then is the deſire of reuenge. 


509 TY greateſt enemy that a Pꝛince hath, is conſpiracy, 
foʒ that whenſoeuer it is made, either it doth deſtroy 
him oz defame him. If they take effec: he dyes, if they be 
diſcouered,and that he doth kill the conſpiratours: it will 
alwaies be thought to haue been the inuention of þ pꝛince, 
toſatiſſie his couetous deſire, oꝛ to aſſwage his crueltie in 
the blod and gods of them which he bath executed and put 
to death, 
. WV. Hen a Pꝛince doth diſcouer any conſpiracye,let him 
vſe all endeuours to vnderſt and the qualitie thereof: 
and to meaſure well the condition and nature ofthe con⸗ 
ſpiratour, and of his owne: and when he doth finde them 
great and mightpe, let him not diſconer them, ik firſte he 
be not pꝛepared with ſafficient fozces to oppꝛeſſe them. 
Foz it he do otherwiſe, he diſcouers his owne ruine. 
N 4 En fo2 the moſt parte in their pꝛoceedings, and much 
511 LY Lmozeintheir actons of impoꝛtante, ought to conſi⸗ 
der and to accommodate thẽſelues to the time. And thoſe 
which by making naughty elections, oꝛ by natural inclina- 
tions diſagree from the time:line fo: the molt parte vnfoz- 
tunatelp, and me operations haue a naughty ay” 
man 
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A Pan may begin with his pzactiſes i with bis naughty 512 


onder to coʒrupt the people of any Cittie, but it is an 
unpoſſible thing that the life of one alone ſhould be ſuffict- 
ent to cozrupt it in ſach ſozte,that he himſeiſe may be able 
fo reape fruite thereof: and althoagh be did perfozme it 
th2ough the long pꝛogreſſe and dzawing out of time, yet it 
is impoſſible in reſpect of the pzocading of men that are im⸗ 
patient, and cannot long deferre their paſſions. 


H E that will take vpon him authoꝛitie in a Common: 51 z 


Aweale, and to plant therein naughty oꝛders: it is re- 
quiſite that he finde the ſubſtante and matter therof diſo2- 
dered by time, and that by little and little, and that from 
generations to generations, it be bꝛought into diſozder: 
the which of neceſſitie falles out to be bꝛought ſo, when 
the is not oftentimes refreſhed and ſupplyed with god cx- 
amples,o2 with newe lawes dꝛawing towardes her firſte 
pꝛinciples. 
Toe Citizens which in a Common - wealt make any en- 

terpꝛiſe in fauour of libertpe, 02 in fauour of tirannie: 
ought to conſider the ſubie d they haue, and therby to iudge 
the difficultie of their enterpꝛiſe, foz it is as hard and os 
perrillous to make fre any people that would liue in ſerui⸗ 
tude, as it is to make a people bound that would line free, 


IJ Be cauſe ot the god oꝛ of the enill foꝛtune of a man, is 


in his 02der of pzoceding to match and light right with Jr5 


Time, Foz that it appeares that men in their actions and 
dedespzocod,ſome with cxtremitie, ſome with reſpeces, 
and ſome with cautions: andfoz that in the one and the o⸗ 
ther oꝛder they paſſs their convenient tearmes, not being 
able to obſerue the true wap: they erre in the one and the 
other, but he doth commit leaſt errour, and hath moſt pꝛo⸗ 
ſperous ſoʒtune, that doth entou uter and match the tune 


with his oꝛder of pꝛocend ing. KD 
R 3 A Pꝛince 
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516 APzince that hath an army together, and doth perceine 


that th2ough the want of money 02 freends, he cannot 
long hold the ſame together : is of (mall diſcretion if be do 
not attempt and make triall of foʒtune befoze the armie 
be dillolued, foz ik he tarry andexſpecthe is ſure to loſe,but 
if he attempt the ſame: he may ouercome, and if he loſe, 
vet he doth obtaine glozy : foz moze glozie it is to be ouer⸗ 
come by fazce, then by anpother inconuenience, which 
may caule the toloſe. 
E that deſires to haue a Cittie to defend it ſelfe obſti- 
natelp, oꝛ that would haue an armie in the feldes ob- 
ſkinately and reſolutely fight: he ought aboue all things ta 
indeuour himſelf to pꝛint in the mindes of thoſe that muſt 
fight,neceſſitie, 
513 55 Generall that goes about to winne 4 erpugne 
any Cittie, he ought to meaſure the facilitie and diffi- 
cultie that he ſhall haue to winne the ſame, by knowing 
and conſidering what neceſſitie doth tonſtraine the inha⸗ 
bitours thereof to defend themſelues: and when he findes 
ſafficient neteſſitie that conſtraines them to defend them⸗ 
ſelues:let him iudge p erpugnation fo difficile, otherwiſe: 
let him holde it foꝛ moſt eaſe. 
519 '] Dwnes and Citties after their rebellion, are moze dif- 
| ficile to be obtained, then they are at their firſte wins 
ning: fo2 that in their beginning hauing no occaſion to 
feare any puniſhment,fo2 that they haue made no offence, 
they do cafily peeld themſelues: but after rebellion, they 
indging them(clues to haue offended,and therfoze fearing 
puniſhment, are moſt difficile to be expugned, 


$20 O Rders are not ſo much neceſſarie foz an armie to be 
able to fight in due oꝛder, as they be: fo2 that euerpe 

ſmall accident, ould not diſo2der them, foz the populare 
multitude, are not vnp2ofitable in warres foz any other 
cauſe ; but foꝛ that euery rumour,euery won and ſound, 
and 
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and euerye nopſe doth amaze them and makes them to 
fire, 
2 Generall, amongf other things, ought to ap⸗ 
point which thoſe be which mult receine his woꝛdes 
and carric them to others : accuſtome his Souldiers that 
they beleue none, but only tyoſe Cheeftains and officers, 
that ſpeake o2 appoint nothing but that which is com⸗ 
maunded by him: foz that if this parte be not well obſer- 
ued, it is oftentimes ſence, that diſoꝛders of great impozs 
tance hath followed, 
F very wiſe Denerall ought to indeuour himſelfc to 
cauſe ſome newe thing to appeare whilſte the Armies 
are in fighting, to the intent he therby may giue aid to his 
owne,andtake the ſame away fromhis enemie: the which 
accident maye be verpe effecuall to giue him the vicozie. 
And beſides theſe aduertiſements, he ought to do two 
things, the one to make p:ofe with newe inuentions to 
amaſe the euempe, the other to ſtand pꝛepared, that if ths 
ſame be p2aciſed of the enemye againſt him, he both 
maye be able and knowe how to dilcouer and make fru⸗ 
ſtrate the ſame. 
| T is much better to ſend into an expedition, a man a⸗ 
lone that is of oꝛdinary pꝛudente, ſen two wozthy per⸗ 
ſonages together, with the very authozitie. 
HE that commaunds ener ſubie as, ta the intent they 
map not become inſolent, and that thzough thy ouer- 
great felicitie, do ſpurne at tha: thou ought rather to ap- 
pipe thy ſelſe to puniſhe then to execute: but neuerthelefſe 
with ſuch moderation, that thou maiſt hunne that hate 
which euer Pzince ought tokeep him from, 
Ometimes an act that is repleniſhed and full of chari⸗ 
tie,both wozke greater effect in the minde of a man, 
then one that is cruell and violent. And it comes often- 
times to paſſe, that, that Pꝛouince and that Cittie, 
that the weapons, the warlicke inſtruements and _ 
other 
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other fozce hath not biene able to open, one example of hu⸗ 
manitie oz of pietie, of chaſfitie,oz of ſuch other vertues, 
bath ben able not onely to open, but alſo to make ſubtea. 


HC that deſires ouermuch to be bcloued: euerpe (mall 
526 * "ſtep wherby de ſtraies out of the true wap, makes him 
deſpiſed, and be that defires onermuch to be reſpected and 
feared, cuery% leaſt parte wherein he excedes ths meane, 
makes hun odious ; and to kepe the meane and middle 
way, cannot be iuſtly perſourmed, foz that our nature 
doth not conſent vnto it: wherfoze it is neceſſarie to miti⸗ 
gate both the one and the other with an exceſſiue vertue. 


527 VV Hoſoeuer defires to be obeyed, it is neceCarie he 


| know how to commaund, and thoſe know how to 
commaund,that make compariſon of their own qualities, 
with that of thoſe ouer whome they are to commaund:but 
when they perceiue they are out of pꝛopoꝛtion and frame 
they abſtame: and if they commaund oucr-hard and vio- 
lent thinges, it is conuenient with violence and hardines 
to cauſe them to be obſerued, other wile he wall finde hum⸗ 
ſelfe deceined. 
528 1 O aepea Common-weale with violence, it is con- 
uenient that there be a pzopoztion of bum that foz⸗ 
ceth the lame, with that which is fozced : and ſome tunes 
there is ſuch a maner of pꝛapoztion, y it map be thought, 
that, that violence may endure, but when he that is ſoꝛced 
is fronger then he that fozceth him: it is to be doubted 
that this violence will ceaſe euerye dap. 


529 O commaund ouer ſtrong thinges,it is contenient to 


be ſtrong · and he that is of this fozce, and that dooth 
tom naund them, cannot afterwards with gentienes and 
curteſte.cauſe the ſame ta be obſerued, but be that is not 

of this foztituve of minde,ought to keep himſelſe from ex⸗ 
traozdinary rule and commaundings ; and in thoſe _ 
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inary mar vie h hunmnitir : foz that aminatpe pu- 
$;aye not immmtedita tb battathelawes 
and to the ater inſtitutions of Ke 


] F we deſire that an armie thall-ouercome any battaile: F30 


it is neceſſary to make it enter into ſuchanopinionof aſs 
ſurance: that they may belceuei that iu an caſe they (hall 
quercoime. And to make them arid it isaccefſarye; to 
arme them and to make them 92ders, 
and wazke (0 that, they may! haue:perfect hase dge and 
counter-ſignes one of an other. And this aGurarice and 03- 
der cannot ariſe, but amongſte thoſe @ouldiers, that are 
bonne and haue liued together, It isiconuentent alſo, that 
the Captaine Generall be eſtanmd of qualitir} that they 
truſt in dis pzudencg':and ther u alwayes truft in him, 
when they ſee hunrazaer to decarefull, bolde, 
and that doth hold wel and with great reputation · the ma⸗ 
ieſtie of his degree: the which he hall always maintaine, 
wbenbe doth puniſh them of their errours, and dath nat 
tople as trauaile them in vaine : and that he ob@rue vnto 
them bis pzomi@e, and ſhawe them, that the waye tu ouet 
tum is very enſia: aud to pe ſecrets hid, and mae me⸗ 
ry in ſuch maner as may ſhow that the perrills are rents; 
ued. The which thinge being well obſerued: they are a 
great occaſion that the armye ſhould enter into an opini- 
qu of aſſurance; and being aſſured: to obtain the vicozie, 


Euer Painca that 

los bis beginning: and pzofit fo2 his finall end. Neither 
wat can be repated a p;ofitable warre : which doth obtain 
State oz money. J haue made mention of honour and pꝛo⸗ 
ite. Foz that although many times honour maues Pzin- 
tes ta make warres: pet foz al that,foz the moſt parte, his 
Tate is gayied,that againſt reaſon bath ſhowed him ſelſe 
thy Enemye. And that warre wherein there is as muche 
WW 


makes warres,ought to take honour 531 
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, P@tbatdeterntines Woubtaint the-degre.of a WPutgls 
state. det hum iu te ſuppote the hate am 
euill will of mans mottt dim agace imagius to become 
alig: ve with ang ona any thing that ſhall chaunce un⸗ 

in tyngainſt him tuen ofthoſtityat be hath: holden fo2 
malt frœndiꝑe, neither let huneaupef ſo linhtipe, by tea- 


the ficlt, the which art artu ſtumer to be made, neithet᷑ ul 

fers himſalf total into maniteſt ouerthꝛou, either thzough 

w2atho2 duer much halt: mave hape to ũnde many good 

octaſtons tu fanaut diam αννj.-u) [101270 απ e t 

333 —y— —— — 
olde age 


nours, that dethrarru with it oꝛinari - 
o bape ol G0ozthife;vetitid trua that alte age is nut (iffis 
tient, but it is neceſſarie withallto haue uthet qualitios, 
and the firft is baunty:ſoꝛſomuth as men are uruer © wics 
ked ma ky admiration ſo vntiuill, that they can altagit her 
ſuppꝛeſſe the deſire of god things;/ that nature hath.giuen 
taguerye one, wherupon it doth mu, — god by-h0- 
nozed evenof the wicked 
T thinges dy the which men art toned to faubur 
53+.;4 any one, to obtaine the degree of a Pagiltrate, /{t:is 
neceſſarte that they be encreaſed in all their operatioria 03 
at leaſt wiſe not deminiſhed from the fauourite : and let 
him belteue that continually the eyes of cuerp one 16-bpoi 
him, x that bt. is to make itndgement ofeuvry little thing, 
of his will and deſtre. o ſomuch as the ſelfe-ſame ſrunds; 
will faile him in affection, when they difcouer the —— 
ok that which they haue imagined uf him. 3, 
T ve people when they beginne togineanve degter 16:43 
nye Citizen, greahdaig themfelacs vpdatys tame v 
von opinion and vponhis wwzkes : make no eaitfoundds 
An when afterwards > 
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many add derdes makes him better knowne: ther ground 
it — in ſuch caſs they are neuer deteined. 
People in the election of maieſtrates, indge acc .. - 
=p to thoſe counterſignes, that men do holde fog 5 
moſte true: and when they may be — 2 
are, they erre leſſe then N ntos do. And that Citizen w 
ich will beginne to get the fanqur of the prople: ovght to 
gaine the ſame with ſome notable fac. 
 Voſothat gine counſelt to a Common-weale a2 unto $37 
a ines: are ſat amongſt theſe : ſiunites, that iſ they 
gina 09 zeunſcla te th. Git bi e 
p2ofitable, either foz the Citie 02 on Mine, without 


— Wie WT INEIUNES 
counſatie:s they enter inta pecrull of —— 
nate, all | tale, te indas the 


7 — ——ů— counſailes by the end, 


— — 


— tty poten orSbſane ) 
modeffie, in ſuch ſarte tad the (Gee tha ed an 


willingly, and that it ſame — he be e 
dau — One, 


vntso the god, there i df 
ther with the ſame godnes)dotbeaſil 
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$41 A Lthoughtfo vle fraude in any action, is defeſfable:ne- 
aertheleſle in the managing of warres, it is a laudable 

and glozious thing: and he is aſwell commended that o⸗ 
me mere progeny doth overcome 


— is alfogither to be made tou⸗ 
542 VV wenn ie of our Covntrie, we ought not fo 
tall into any conſideration either ol iuſt o2 vniuſt, of piti⸗ 
—— of laudable,anvignomie: but hauing ſet a- 

eee ought to follow altogither that 


N nehme dur lies on ſafetie, and. 
ID MN 0 

— thin{ tui out; tet bin confiver. 

5⁴³ Tease e in this wozive;; 

dnl ses, bunt hems owes ther den a. amn 
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the which medeocritie doth ſpꝛing partely foz feare of the 
aduerſaries that haue the lawes to benefite *hem: partely 
thzough the incrudelitie of men, which do not giue place 
to any new thing, vnleſſe they do ſ& firme experiente. 


He that doth bel&ue that ne we denefites doth make 547 
great perſonages ſoꝛget olde iniuries, is deteiued: 

and iniuries ought to be made altogither, to the intent 

that taſting leſſe,they may offend lee: but benefits ought 

fo be made by little and little, to the intent they may ſmell 

:A Pzince onght to have no other obiec,no2 any other 548 

* . thought,neither take anꝝ ather thing foz his art, then 
warres, ozders, and lames, and the diſcipline of them: foz 
that is the only art that is to de required oſ him that com- 
maundes, and is of ſuch great vertue, that it doth not on⸗ 
lee maintaine thoſe that are bone Pzinces, but often- 
fumes,” makes men of pziuate foztune to ariſe vnto that 
T is apparentiyſene; that when we make any reſolutjs , , % 
on, either with oner great haſte,o2 with ouer great affee- 
tion, it doth auer fall out ta be euill: foz(amuch as the one 
gines us no time to finde ont thoſe thinges, that ought to 
behadinconſeration,befoze concluſian be made: the a- 
ther, duith occupye our mindes in fuch ſo:te, that it doth 
not ſaffer vs to knowe any other, ſane onlye thaſe which 
plealure oz ditpleaſure,doth moue vs moze which 550 
dene in dur pꝛeſent action, then thoſe great bene- 
fites that dane bene done in times paſt: ſo fo; the moſt 
parts the ſence ofthingespzeſeut, doth wozke moze in 
the memyꝝꝝ of things paſt;oz the pꝛouidente of 
cha art ta cams. NN a 9 
——— ſatiſfaction of the 551 

mine ol enerpe one ; foz that euerye one doth recount 
$i} 23 willingly 


thut is dilarmen;thert is 
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* willingly the merits 02 demerits of their fraends, and that 
which our aduerſaries can da, oz cannot do: ſo that we 
will hane patience to giue care,the which patience 1s the 
foundation fo2 vs todweuery thing well. And he that hath 
greater deſtre fo ſpeake then to gine eare: dooth inſtruc 
much mo2e then he doth learne. 
52 VV Ven any thing will not take effect, it is neceſſarie to 
conſider whither that did ariſe of their owne diſoz- 
der, oꝛ of the enemies abilitie oz power, if they ſpzing of 
diſo2ders,that may be amended, we ought to do it: if f: 
that the enemy p2oceedes in god oꝛder, it is requiſite ws 
ſhould change opinon,anddw that which is leaſt ecalk: the 
which will come to palle, when there doth aduaunte any 
ſmall time in the conſideration df our owne State, and ii 
that he will dilcerd r compoſitions 
and partes. Q 3 640 n 
A Pong the manye ocrifions of enill,that being diſays 
553 © med dothbzingvuto Pines une in, that it canſeth 
him to be diſpiſed:foz ol one that is armed, in reſpec vfigns 
no pdopdꝛtion: andrraſo dosth 
not᷑ require that he which is armen, ſhoald willungtye v⸗ 
bey to him that is diſarmed, and that ths difarmedhents 
remains ſecure amongſt arme ſeruitours, chat hu 
in the one there remaineth diſdam and intheetherſatubuti 
—.— 1 — — and matrh well 


C1 11:1 33% a7 er 8G mn ort 
Wh 


m_— which hath no vinverlanding4n/Utartetre 
beſides his infeticiti6,he tim neither beefts 
Souldiers, neither put any confidence in them eh 
roꝛe ought to orerciſe himſelfe moꝛe in the time ti penci 
then in the time ol warrt, twa waies: Theont in aden; 
the other with his minde rin action, vy keeping bin p 
well oꝛdered and well exerciſed, almates tovſe !himfelſs 
to the chaſe, and by the means therof, to accuſtame his bas 
7 FIT CRE 
f 01:3 5 7 is 
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the nature ofthe fcitaations, With his minde to read the 
biltoztes, and in the ta conſider the excellent acts of men, 
to begolde how they did gouerne themſelues in warre, ex⸗ 
amine the occaſion of the vicozie, and of the loſſe thereof: 
to the intent that the one maye be ſhunned and anoyded, 
and, the other imitated: and aboue all thinges, to imi⸗ 
_— that befoze him wereglozions and of wozthye 
p | v * 
Hs that doth leaue off that which he doth, foz that 556 
which he ought to do, doth rather learne his ruine, 
then his pꝛeſeruation, foz a man that in all reſpects will 
pexfozine the pꝛoleſſion ot a god man, it falles out ofneceſs 
lit ie, that he be ruinated amongſt ſo many god men. 


Tbat Pzince that cannot vie liberalitie without his da⸗ 


mage, in ſuch ſoꝛt that it come to knowledge:he ought 5537 


if he be pꝛudent, not to care foz the name of miſerable, fo2 
that in time he ſhall be alwaies accounted moze liberal, 
porceiuing that by his ſpare, bis reuene we ſhall beſo ſuffi 
dent, tdat he maye be able to defend himſelfe, againſt any 
that makes him warres, that he may take enterpꝛiſes in 
band without oppzeſſing the people: whereupon it will 
come to paſſe, that he ſhall. vſe libertye to all thoſe from 
whome he takes nothing, which are infinite: and be mi- 
—— io all thoſe to whom be giues nothing, which are 
thing doth moze conſume it ſelfe then liberality,the 558 
which whillte thou dot vſe it, thou loſeſt the meanes 
to vſe it, and thou ſhalt become either po2e,cither vile, o: 
elle to ſhunne pouerty: rauenous 02 odious. 
1 * greater; wiſdome to kepe the name of miſera- 
ble, then to bzing foozth an inſamie without hate, fo 
to deſire the name of liberall, is to incurre of neceſſitie 
— of rauenous, which bzings infamie toyned with 


A Pzince 


563 VV Venthe Pzince is abzoade with-an arimie, and 
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560 Aim ought not to take care to be atcounted eruel. 
X ſo that be may maintaine his ſubicas in fivelitte and 
conco2d: foʒ that with afewe examples he is moze pitifull 
then thoſe that thzough ouermuch pittie, ſafferviſozder to 
enſue : whereby (pzing vp rapines and laughters: foz that 
theſe arc accuſtomed to endamage the vniuerſal ſtate, and 
thoſe execations which pzoceede from the Pyince, de hurt 
but one perticuler perſon, and it is altogither impoſſible 
foz anewe P3zince to auoide the name of cruell, foz newe 
ſtates are full ofperrilles. | 
A Pace ought to be owe in beleening,andſlowe to be 
diſpleaſed, neither ought he to make a terrour of him 
ſelfe, bat to pꝛocade in ſach a temperate ſozte with pꝛu⸗ 
dence and humanitie, that his oner great confidence do not 
make him vnwarie, and his ouer great diſtruſt doo not 
bzing him to be intollerable. FRED | 
Yr relpect to offend one that makes him- - 
ſelle to be beloued, then one that makes bimſelf fo be 
feared and redoubted:foz that loue is holden with a bond 
oz obligation, the which fo2 that men be wicked, fall out 
to be bzoken: as enery occaſion of our own pꝛoper p;ofit, 
but feare is maintained with the terrour ofpuniſhment, 
which neuer dpth abandon it. 


bathin gouernment a multitudeof Souldiours,he 
* ought not to care to be named cruell.foz that without this 


name an Armie is not holden together dnited, neither apt 


56.4 Men do vniaerſallye indge moze by their eye then by 


their hand, fo2 that it falles out to be enery ones lot 

to ſee, but to fewe to touch,euerye one doth ſo What thou 
ſames to ba, fewe do fale what thou art: and thoſe fewe 
dart not oppoſe themſelues againſt the spinion of many oz 
which haue the maieſteoſthe ſtate to defend them, and in 
the . 
no 
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—— vnto which they may appeale, beware of 
end. ü ä 
P being fozced of neceſſitie to know how ta ma⸗ 565 
; nags bealts: ought amongſt the to make choiſe of y Fox 
and the Lyon:in refpec that the Lyon doth nat defend him 
ſelle from (Mares : noz the For doth not detende hum · ſelfe 
from wolfes. Therſoze it is neceſſary io be a For, to know 
bow to diſcypher ſnares : and a Lon, ſo make the wolfes 


affraide., INT: 1 b 12-31 
A Newe Prince, cannot obſerue all tyoſe thinges by the 566 
which men areaccounted gad: b olten times dꝛi⸗ 


uen to neteſſities, to maintain his ſtate, to wincke againſt 
his (ed faith, ag ainſt charitie,agamſt humanitie and 
ſuch like vertues. And therefoze it is neceſſary he 

bane a mind ready to turn it ſelfe,accozding as the windes 

and the varping of Foztune dath comaund: but he ought 

not to departe from that whichis god (if he be able) but to 

— — into that which is euill, when he is 

enkoz ced. 

„ —— ende uour him - fe lie how to line 

4 Kand to maintaine his state, and ths meane is ener 367 

wdged honozable and commendable of all men. Foz that 

the common Uulgar people are taken with that which ap- 

peres, and with the event of thinges. And in the Wozlde 

there be none but ſach as be Uulgar: And thoſe that be 

lewe haue place, when thoſe that aremany haue no where 

to ſettle them ſelues. 

A Pzince ought to poſſeſſe two feares, one at home in 568 
relpect of his Subiectes: the other abꝛoade, in reſpec 

of fozraine Potentates, From thele he may defende him- 

with — weapons and with god Frtendes, and 


APzince 


The Quinteſcence of Wu. 


A Punce ought not to make eſtimation of 
569 when the people is benevolent, but when they be his 
enemies and hate him, he ought to be afraide of enerpe 
thing and of euerye one,how ſimple ſoeuer he be, fo; there 
is na man ofſuch pouertie, that he wants a knife. 
570 'ﬀN Pꝛinte that would maintaine his ſkate, is conſtrai⸗ 
ned oftentimes not to be god,foz that when the peo- 
ple, the Souldiours, oꝛ other great Perlonages,be cozrup- 
ted, ot whome in his iudgement he hath nave to maintain 
hunſelfe: it is requiſite that he follow their humours and 
that he ſatiſfie them and then his god wozkes, are his 
enemies. 
571 V \ Ven occaſion doth pzeſent her ſelf vnto thee, of any 
thing thou dof deſire, take holde of her without 
loſing time: foʒ that the affaires of this woꝛld do ſo ſone 
varie and change, that we cannot aſſure our ſelues to haue 
any thing. vntil ſuch time as we haue it in our hands, who 
when therfoze any thing is pꝛopounded and offered vnto 
the that doth diſpleaſe the, deferre it ſo long as thou art 
able, foz that it is often ſene, that time bzings ſoꝛth acti⸗ 
dents, that will carrie the out of thoſe difficulties. = 
5 VV Hen a Paince is moze afraide of his owne ſubiectes 
J7 then of fozraine foꝛtes, let him make foztifications: 
but he that is moze afraide of fozraine nations then of his 
owne people, let him caſt thoſe at his backe, but to the 
intent he need not to be in doubt, but rather ta make him- 
ſelfe eſteemed: nothing is better then to take in hand great 
enterpꝛiſes, and giue knowledge to the wozld ol his nota- 
ble examples. 
73 WV Eneuer goe about to ſhunne one intonnenience, but 
93 that we incurre another, but pꝛudente dooth conũiſt 
in knowing how to diſcearn the qualitie of the intonueni⸗ 
ences, and not in taking a nangty courſe foz a god. 
$7 4 1. Pꝛinte ought alwaies to receine connſell when 
be will, andnot when others will ; but when = 


—_— 
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not wile of him ſeife: be cannot rereine god connſell; if he 
do not remit whole to the chance of one alane (which may 
gouerne all ) and ſuch a one as — pudent 
man. Batgwd counſeils from home ſoener ther tome, 
it is requiſite that they ariſe th2zough the pꝛunente of the 
— —— ——— 


FJ© that wil negotiate, ought not tote himſelfe to 575 
be taken out of poffeCion: foz that of one thing doth as 
found in negotiation. Unto 


whichporpole this Pꝛouerbe 
may be applyed. D. Cos n= gar yl this Bron 
doth gouerne 


thinges : thinges ariſe, and time them. 
Wente une with diigne, thinges paſt: fo; 
that the x giue light to thoſe that are to come, ſozſo- 57 6 
much as the Wozlde was alwayes one, and all that wh- 
ich is at this pzeſent and (hall be, hath ben at other times. 
Foz that the ſelfe ſame thinges returne vnder diners ſun- 
die names aud cuttours; they are not knowne 
but of thoſe: that) are «and that conlider them with * 


greate diligence. - 
TVo pode a batter time in this Moꝛlde, a longer 
life, and after atertaine ſoꝛte a mozr happy, which ars 57 7 
of a baſe and meaus wit t then theſe. bye and ſcrutinous 
wittes. Foz that a Noble wit is fog the molte parte a tra- 
uaile to him that hathit. Neuertheles tle one in pꝛadiſing 
doth participate moze of a bʒute creature then of a man, 
the other aſcending abous the degree af man: doth apzoche 
—— dork yroyeed like the ture of pꝛi 
is nature - 
* — perſones, that is, to — —— 578 
in degree, moze then they are ofthem ſelues: Therfoze be 
is wile, that denyes anys thinge befoze they demaunde 
6. Foz Che doo graunts 1 ro not age (hom, 
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but doth inflame them to vemaumd moze, and with grea- 
—— on ng ep TT gen 


mne great. 
———— B29 
— — —— _dath apply 
to de Awaies poelent defoze his oves, fo; that oc- 
— do ariſe from time to time, to commit ſome af- 
faires to doth a, onto thoſe 
are nereſt him: which if ye did lane fo; os lake foz, 


minde that it is requiſite ] ould fir make head with 05 
thers, and loz the moſt parte with fwles and with malig- 
nant perſons, which neither can keep ſecret, neither know 
how to perfourme any thing, rr 
and ſhunne moze then this 
Ele that wouldppocure in any accivent, a wilo man to 
judge the effects that would come, and wzite his indgs 
ment: he ſhould finde (returning to ſie the pzogreſſe'of 
tunes) fewe thinges verified, fo that thoaſuires of the 


wozlde are euer variable and fault of change. 
92 Te hat sconnerſant with great pts thoald not 
5 ſuffer dimſelle to be ſet on hozſe-dack, wittz curte eus 
embꝛaſements, oz with 


ſuperficial demonſtrationa, whers 
withall they make men daunce as they lift : foz that by 
how much moze is it difficile fo vs to abſtaine from this; 
ſo much the moze ought we to reſtrains our @hues by kees 
nnn 


583 A GedCitizenthatlones his Countris, onght not onoly 

to terapoziſe and maintain himſetle in the god grace of 
4 Tirant fs: his ſeruritie, lozthatheisinperetiizwben ts 
++ 4 C wel u 
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is holden in ſuſped: dat alio ian the 9 Cittie, 
fo2 that gonerning of himlelfe,after this ſazt,he ſhal haue 
occaſion to temat with conſe} and with baus, mung god 


men, and diſfanour many wicksd. 

[& £2000! wel pleaed with are one indeyour thy 3 
elle io much as thai art able, that he do not perteius it: 9 + 

fa; that he death ſoddainly allenate humſelfe, and foz that 

in time manye occaſions do fall out,” that maye ferue thy 

turne, and they will ſerue the if then bat uot loſt them by 

mp pn — bun (3 


Ecce peng hiſto bf god lack ano 58; 
nate, may weaue the webbe of his enterp2iſes with ) ? 
greater courage t bat let him knawe, that chaunce & luck 
be not only fram time to time ful of change, but allo in one 
felfe tune and in ane ſeille thing, and whoſceuer will ob- 
ſerne the ſame, ſhall fiade many that haue bene ſoꝛtunate 
nnn kinde haue been vn- 


[vane ard ns other men have: pꝛaſit and honoz, and 686 
my dzaught bath alwaies ſuccade, neuertheleſſe, when 
A haue obtained what J would: J baue not found in the 
fame any of thoſe ſatiffagions Jimagined befoze, whech 
thing if it be well conſidered,ought to ſaffiſe to exſtinguiſh 
mach ofthat thirftte humour that men haus of honours, 


Dorne eur, bpon that thing which thou haſt 58 y 
not, neither ſpend vpon any future gaines: foz that 
many tunes they do not ſucc&de,and thou findelt thy (elfe 
entangley. And it is oftentimes (ane, that great Per- 
chants ds faile,when that vnder the hope of a greater fu- 
ture gain, theꝝ enter nts exchange,the multiplying wher- 
o is certaine, and hath a perfired time,vut q gaines which 
he loked foz,oftentinies do not came, os elſe dzawe out in 
— — — in 2 — 
5 27 3 1 
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. emer Adee his pyolit, fallout 
be damageable. 


588 . of warte, fo;teno-yerhrute 
moze then in any other humaineacnions,fozfomuch as e-' 

nery arte that hath his (abiec changeable, is in ſome ſoꝛte 
ſubiect to the occurrente ol channee : but moſt of al the art 

the great difficulties, bzought by the va- 

dfchaunces, which are and fall vut v⸗ 

in ttituations of groands,in ſeaſons,” in the 
of the aire, 1 monp, in vicuails, 


i in initnatien, in 
in the munition, in artillerie, in the bagage, in the ſpyes, in 
the 3 — prinripeicofiicers, 
and in thepzoper Docilviours: - 
389 VV Arrefarerannot be wied fo; anarte,bot ofn commons 
weale, oz of aP;ince : and the oneund the other of 
theſe when they are well oQdered,wil nauer tonſent that 
any Citizen 92 ſabieahall vſe the ſame fo; art. 
Mell oꝛdered Cittie ought toveſtrethat the ſtudie of 
590 ©” warrefare be vſed in time of peate ſoʒ an exerciſe: but 
in the time of warrs , ſoꝛ neceliitie voꝛgloꝛp, ſuffering the 
fame to be vſed fo2 art, oalpe ol publick e common · weale· 
591 TVere is no ſozte ot Douldiers to de found ſo perrilous, 
as thoſe which are compounded of them that make 
warres an art, fo2 thou ſhalt be fozced either alwaties tu 
make warres,02 to aue them alwaies in papa: oi ella tu 
ſtand in perrill that they do not take away thy kingdome 
fromthe, but if a King will line in ſecuritie, he ought ke 
| : haue his fokmen and ſouldiours compounded ofſuch men 
W.. that whe time to make warres:they wil willing⸗ 
|| lye foꝛ his loue god vnts the lame, and when afterwardes 
peace doth fall out, cher dw moſt dome to 
their houles, foꝛſomuch as the endut him that will make 
warres, is to dente ebnen the keelde, 
and to winne the battaile. 
put in the hands of Citizens 02 ſubieus by 
the lawes oz any — .. 


592." 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 69 


but are alivaies pꝛoũtable, and maintaine the Citie moze 
immaculate by means of theſe weapons tben wout them. 
. of the ſes. which is actuſtomed to fight with 593 
the windes, with p waters, and with men, will moze 
eaſily become a captain on land, where we fight only with 
men: then a captain ofp land become a captain on the ſea, 
Aua thoſe which attribute all to vertue 02 all to 
pzudence, ble their ende uours to exclude foztune: pet 594 
can they not deny that it is a great chaunte to be bozne in 
fome one time, oʒ to pzactiſe in thoſe occaſions in the which 
thoſe partes oz vertues,be doth feele himſelfe to be of va- 
lour and abilitie, are in eſtimation, 
* Ve officers and fayourites of the Pzince,are bound if _ 
they be wiſe,tomaintaine their maiſter in loue e cha- \? 
ritie with other Pꝛinces, and to molifie with their wozds 
their ire, when it will fall out to be hurtfull, not onelpe to 
themſelues, but alſo to the people: foz that they being fo2 
the moſt part headlong & violent in their wills, ſo much the 
moze they become furious, by how much they are inflamed 
with ire, by thoſe that ought to reconcile and aſſwage the: 
and he that doth otherwiſe, is no other then a naughtye 
ſeruant, and vnwiſe officer, | 
E Weryouldiour and every man,although he be valiant _ 
and ſtrong,doth only defend himſelfe and his owne life, 59 
but a Pzince whilſte he ſhewes himſelfe iuſt benigne to 
all. is moze ententiue about other mens ſafety the his own 
and let bimknow that the ſafetie of his people is his own 
ſecurify,and therfoze he ought iovfully to take holde of all 
thoſe remedies that foztune and occaſſon doth yelde him. 
WO donot only gain glozy by ouerchming that enemy 597 
which doth fall armed in y feelde, but alſo it is a much 
moze glozious vidoy which is obtained without ſound of 
trumpet:and in the which thy enemy is made thy pziſoner 


wi p. 
T'© fer (which very rarelye 02 never doth ſave a man) 597 
doth ſhew oy 
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dimſelle in the hazard and perrilles of warreſare. 
98 7 Ve greataes of ſtata is vniuerſaly deſired of eusey one, 
fo2 that all the gadnesthereof doth appeare outward- 
lp, but the euill remaines hid within the ſame, the which if 
it wers ſ@ne, we ſhould hane no ſuch great deſire thereof, 
foz that without doubt it is full of perrilles, of (uſpitions, 
of trauailes and of toples, but that which doth canſe a 
well purged minde to deſire the (ame, is the appetite that 
men haue to become ſuperiours oner others: the which 
thing is truely a godly andbleſſed thing,conſidering that 
in thisca(c they reſemble Ood. 
Exe one that is foʒced of neceſlitie, doth require belpe 
599 Lofothers,where there is no bond of benefites receined 
o2 ſtraite knotte of freendſhip: it is a iuſt and reaſonable 
thing » be ſhowe in what ſozt his requeſt aboue all things 
is of great pꝛoſit, o2 at the leaſt doth bzing in damage to 
any perſon,ifthe ſame be freely graunted vnto him, and af- 
ter make manifeſt that he hall be euer bound vnto him: 
and where demonſtrations can be made of none of theſe 
fozeſaid thinges: he ought to be difpleaſed ifhe do not ob- 
taine that which he demaunds. 
600 | N all thinges it is neceſaryfirlt to aide our ſelues with 
reaſon, and then with fozce : and therefozeinmatters of 
warrefare, it is much better to entrappe others, then to 
defend our ſelues from the factions of others: not ſuſfe- 
ring thꝛough our baſenes of courage the enemiesfv2ces to 
be encreaſed with thoſe things that weought to ſerus our 
turnes withall : foz that by how much moze a man vooth 
vphold himſelf with reaſon in any thing, io much the gre 
ter p2ofit will follow, 
Eura in natural things the maltitudeofperticular 
601 4—caulcs are knit vp in fewe,by aſcending vptoy height 
and from fewe, ſo long vntili chey end in one alons: even 
ſo like wiſe the maltitude of thoſe, that do handle public ' 


aCaires,aroreflrayued andiatlt W 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 70 


ons and waies,intofewe bodies and (ces,and thoſe into 
other fewe, vntill ſuch time as they conſpire and be incoz - 
rupted, whither it be by chaunce oz of purpole, in one onely 
body and head. 
— may by education and by elcuion, make them- 

ſelues god voluntary, wherin their pzoper conſcience, 
oz at the leaſt ſhame may do that in them that the lawes 
cannot do in a fre (tate and power, but when the lawes 
do ſerue vnto a well compounded minde,not foza ſpur, dut 
fo; a bzidle:that perſon truely is woꝛthꝝ of all honour, and 
ought to be reputed extellent. | 
]\ {| nan rat eee Shen eng Tneng is don them, 60; 

againſt reaſon, then when violence is vſed againſt 

them by fozce, fo2 that the wzong makes ſbewe, that he 
that doth doo iniurie, and be that is inturted de equal, but 
foꝛte is a token, that he that doth fo2ce is of greater pow- 
er then he that is fozced, 
E= as ſtmilitude enclines the maiſter to ett teme deer ⸗ 

ly ot his ſeruant, and to giue him aide, and to admitte 50 4 
him into his grace : enen ſo confinuation almaſt againſt 
the will of the maiſter, doth in ende onercome and open 
the paflage, thꝛouah thoſe occaſions which neceſſarilye do 
occurre, aſwell thzough the indiſpoſition, as by the abſence 
of han, which either thzough auncient ſeruice, oz th2ough 
the fauour of his mailer, being aſſured of his grace, doth 
leaue offhis diligence : and doth attend about ſome of his 
ome commodities. the which if it gor any time fozward, 
it is an eaſte thing. ſoʒ that the nem ſernant ina ſmai time 
to mae him ſeife mme efteemed of his maiſter, then the 
auntient: fozſomuch as the new doth ſtudy alwaies to ob- 
taine his gwd grace, and honour him moze then the other, 
as he that perchaunce hath not known him in wurfſe fo2- 
tune oz df tefle age, whereas the auntient ſerununt many 
times by thoſe reaſons that are contrarye to theſe, and by 
6 an odious 8 

| a 
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at the leaſt do not ſerue with ſuch a renerence and reſpect, 


605 P Ublicke and perticular accuſations mape caſilye be ex⸗ 


ſtinguiſhed: but an vniuerſall warre,taken in hand by 
all at the inſtance of ſome perticulars, (they not knowing 
what ſhall be the iſſue thercof) cannot eaſily abandon the 
ſame with their honour, 

V Ven we prepare our ſelues againſt ourencmies,we 

.4. ought to think and imagine that their diſpleaſure is 
like vnto ours, and we ought to apply our ſelues to deedes 
and not to wozdes: not putting any trult at all in the er⸗ 
rours which our enemies conmut, but rather let vs pze- 
ſuppoſe that alwaies they being of ſound iudgement, haue 
aſwell pꝛouided foz their affaires, as we foꝛ ours. 


607 A Wile man 6ffght not to kepe ſecret any god connſell 


that is pzofitable foz his Countrye, fo; doubt that the 
ſame thould be putin effec : foʒ that the end will cauſe o⸗ 
ther mens temeritie and folly to be knowne : andlikewiſe 
will cauſe the bounty and pꝛudence to appeare of him that 
bath giuen ther counſell. 


508 — — ag ib ments remaine in peace, not 


being moleſted with other mens iniuries, but towards 
men of valour (being offended)it is conuonient to take no⸗ 
tice thereof, making his recourſe from peace to warres, 
and if things do ſucceed towards them p;oſperouſiye: they 
ought to returne to peace,and not become p2oud thzough 
the happy ſucceſſe of warres: oʒ ratherenioving the reſt of 
peace, ſuffer thiſeluesto be iniared. Fozfomuch as he that 
though the delight of peace is Nloe if he remaine quiet, in a 
(mall ſpace of time he is depꝛiued of the delight of that idle 
reſt which made him ſloe. And he that thzough the happp 
ſucceſſe of warres becomes pzoude, death not perceiue 
that his is raiſed vp with an vntert ain audacitie: f02that 
many things naughtily determined, tncountred bythe o 
nemy moꝛe foliſhipe counſelled then he, haue had happye 
EN 
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be determined, cõtrariwiſe haue had vnhappy ſucceſſe, Foz 
ſo much as things are very ſildome erecuted acco2ding to 
the ir dzaught,but euery one with a certaine ſecuritie, do 
tudge of future things, and after in the action faile. 

V Arres very ſeldoms fall out in luch ſoꝛt as the plot is 


jet down, foz that ſhe findes of her ſelſe many thinges $29 


beſides the occurrants: and therfoze he that is couragious 
in the ſa me, pꝛoues to be ſecure, but he that is fearefull in 
the ſame, commits græuous errours. 


Toe falling out and iſſue of things are accuſtamed-to be 610 


fallible,no leſſe th humain determinations, «4 though 
that occaſion, when there doth come vpon vs any diſgrace 
at vna wares: we bie to burden foztune with the kalte 


* 


there | 
JM En ſubmit themſelnes vnto ſeruitade it ſelf, veelding 


obedience in (mall things, vnto which they ſhould be 611 


ſubiec, being obedient in great things. 
A armie vpon the Deas, is artificiallye handled like 


vnto the other, in the which it is not neceſſarie with ,-,, 


floth once oz twice to exertiſe our ſelues: but he that will 


+ entirelye learne it, it is requiſite that he continually make 


pzofeſſion of nothing elſe: foziomuch as the iCues of warre 
be doubtfull, and from (mail thinges they come to great, 
and many aſſaults are made thzongh ire and rage. and the 
leſſe multitude fearing, hath oftentimes ouercome þ grea⸗ 
ter number, who not eſtaming the enemp, haue made no 
account of ozder. 

T is neceſſarie that all thoſe that do enter into other 613 
Imens territozies:to be ready and pzompte of minde, and 
firme and ſtaid in their deeds, foz that in ſuch ſoꝛt þ ſouldi- 
ours become molt valiant togine the aſſault, and moze aſ- 
ſured in reſiſtance, alwaies imagining pᷣ they do not fight 
againſt a citie y is impotent and weak of defence, but fur- 
niſhed with all thinges neceſſary: wherfoze they ought to 
paeſuppole,that the —_—_ miete them in the — 
— | 2 no 
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ik not at that pꝛeſent at the leaſt, when they ſ@ that they 
are entred into their Countrie, beginning to deſtroy and 
toruinate the ſame, | | 


cg OO WAS damage to be 


615 


their p2oper eyes: art moued by the ſame 
immediatily vnto diſdaine and ire, and dung (mall reaſon, 
p2icked greatly fozward with fury and anger, enfozce thi- 
ſelues to vie blowes. 
M ©nye is gathered and kept to ſpend honourably, and 
that, is the vie and finall ende thereof: therefoze a 
wife Pzince ought not to gine himſelfe to gather the ſame 
together, to ſerue his turne withall: but to make warres, 
foꝛſomuch as in warres money is not ſpent in vain, when 
there is hope of greater gain: and although the people art 
very vawillingly made contribufarye: notwithſtanding, 
when they know that it is don foz the common lafetye, 
they ſuppoꝛte it peaceably. 


6 Mi Any times we ſe created of purpoſe in Commons 


— 
=p 
61, 


weales, the ſutteſſour differing in nature to his pzedi- 
ceſſours, and this is done :fozſomuch as the qualitie ofthe 
firſte (how god ſoeuer he be) thzough a certaine naturall 
gluttmg ol mens appetites, doth diſpleaſe: and ſo much 
the moze, by how much there is nothing found in this 
wozlde, that is altogither god, and which hath not in it 
ſome parte of euill, thꝛough the hate wherof, we go about 
to ſet vp one of contrarye tuſtomes, whoſe oꝛder of liſs and 
wozking, may be almoſt direclye oppoſite to his p2edicefs 
ſour, aſwell foꝛ that he is one alone of the number of them 
that iudge after this ſozt,and is reputed fo; ſuch of others: 
as fo2 that he can do nothing mo2e acceptable then the 
contrary of that which a little befoze was hated, neither 
any thing moze apparent oz glozious, then that which is 


ntere vnkso perrill. 


J Hoſe things that may appeare vnto many litfle and of 
final moment: be like vnto the fignes, by the which 
Phiſitions 
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Phiſitions do fozeſee plagues, and @aylers the tempeſts 
at the ea: but rather vnto the gad, and thoſe of vnder⸗ 
ſtanding, they are peraduenture of greater imposztante, 
then oftentimes are the demiſtrations of greater things: 
koz that as a certain wiſe man ſaith, in ſmall things wher 
in men vle not to faine,and de not vie ſtudis of apparencs, 
neither are afraide tobe punched: the habite of vertue is 
eaſily c ompꝛehended together, with the ſecret inclination 
and diſpoſition that a man hath tewards vices,fo:lomuch 
as hauing at that tune not any exe and care to pleaſe vni⸗ 
uerſally, but himſelfe: he remembers himſelfe(dzawn by 
bis particular humour) of that errour into the which be 
may runne, but to ſatiſſie his appetite. 
[_Faratreciu men do fudge, that he is wozthie of 
repʒehenſion, who thzough tunozolitie doth faile in the 
glozie, which at that pzeſent dee doth poſſeiſe, enen as 
they likewiſe iudge him to be wezthie of euill will, who 
doth raſhly ſeek fo2 that, which neither is connenient, noz 
doth not appertaine vnto him. 

(ny foz the moſt parte doth ariſe of an vnho- 519 
ped foʒ aduenture,and may likewiſe be in a timerous 
perſon, but an aſſured firmenes appertaines onely to him, 
who knowes certainly,that he by the counſell which is in 
our ſelke is to auertome his aduerſarie: and pzudence 
which ſpzingeth of the greatnes of our courage in equal 
foztune,doth make him that hath audacitie, moꝛe ſecure, 
not putting his truſt in hope, whoſe power is fallible: but 
in that counſeil which is taken vpon thinges pzeſent, the 

foꝛe · ſæing of which is moe fable, 
"© be ennied, and tobe dee seat of nec to 


uerns over others: and euerye one that in great thinges 
dothobtain hate, he is well connſelled : foz that hate en- 
dures but a ſmail tame,but the pzeſent fame and the glozie 
ta come, ſhail remaine perpetually. 

Ma U 3 In 


be in all them, who thinkthemleines wonthye to go- 20 
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621 A perrills where there is no courage: no art doth help, 
foz feare makes men to fozget knowledge and Science: 
and pꝛactiſe without generoſitie, dooth bzing with it no 
p2ofit at all. Let therfoze an Army be couragious although 
it be but ſmall : foz that, that Armye which is greate, and 
doth truſt moze in their number then in their counſell and 
in their courage :it may be ſaid that the ſame Army is full 
of feles. And let him knowe that oꝛder and ſilence, whilſt 
Armpes are in fight : are great helpes to obtaine vidozies. 
And that thoſe which be once ouercome in any enterpziſe, 
finding them ſelues againe in the ſame perrill: ars not ve- 
rye allured. 
A Pong? pꝛiuate perſons there is no ſtable amitie, new - 
ther amongſt Cities confederations of any moment : 
if there be not betwirt the one andthe other an interchan- 
geable opinion of ſinceritie, and if in other thinges, they be 
not of like cuſtomes: fo2 where mens mindes diſagree,lik- 
wile their operations diſagree, 


623 VV Ee ought to pꝛaile moderatelye, fo; by how muche 
moꝛe ignominies offend him, againſt whom they are 
ſpoken: by ſo much moꝛe the manifolde pꝛaiſes oftentimes 
offend him that doth heare them, beſides that, the pꝛaile⸗ 
er runnes into the pertill of the indgement and of his 
bountie which is leſſe; fo2 ſo muth as thzough'his pꝛoper 
loue that doth gouerne him, the god and the euil which is 
ſpoken of others, is ſodainlye reuolued and enters into 
compariſon with our ſelues: where-vpon, euery one that 
dooth feele in him ſelfe ſuch merites oz defectes ; either is 
greeued that his pzayſes are kepte ſecrete, oz elſe dooth 
feare that his defectes ſhoulde be diſconered, And it often- 
times comes to paſſe, that we may offende a perſon onlye 
with bearing greater reſpec vnto an other of the ſame oz 
of a greater qualtitpe, the ſame perſon indging, that as 
much, oz perchance woe ſhall be done to him, 8 
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En of groſſe and ſlowe wittes,do gonern a Citie bet- 624 
ter, then thoſe that be of aquicke and craftie baaine, 
foz wile men will ſhowe, that they know moze of lawes, 
and be ſuperiours in eloquence to others, of things deter⸗ 
ned in commune,as thoſe,that cannot make demonſtrati⸗ 
on ol their pꝛudente in greater matters: wherupon often- 
times they bzing great damage to the Cittie, but thoſe 
that put no confidence in their pzudence: eſtæme thfſclues 
of the leaſt in the lawe,and not being ſufficient to obiect a⸗ 
gainſt the ſpceche ol him that doth diſcourſe,but rather be⸗ 
ing better wdges then many of thoſe that ſpeake like ceri⸗ 
monies,foz the moſt parte ds with great felicitie gonerne 
their Cittie, | 
V V Venthole that haue reteiued any offence dw p20- 625 
long the time of reuenge : they cozrec the offen- 

dours with much moze modeſtie , but when revenge is 
immediatly made after a receiued imury: thoſe that haue 
bene the offendours,receine due chaſtiſement. 
15 Common - weales, god things ſo ſon as they are told 626 

abꝛoad, engender ſuſpect, no lefle the thole as be naught: 
Therfoze it is neceſſarie, that he which will perſwade any 
thing that is bartfull, let him maue the multitude therein 
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dath greatly pꝛick vs foz ward: the one going befo2e, and 
the other following alter: and the one deſpiſing deceites, 
and the other pzopounding vnto vs the pꝛoſperitie of foz- 
tune: do bzing great damage. 
{ appertains to Pzinces and Common-weales,to take 
628 Icare that their Captains Generals do nat fall in ſaſpec, 
and if the-ſame de chaunce:they ought by cutting the oc- 
caſion ſperdilpe off, to pꝛouide and pꝛepare fo2 thoſe da- 
mages, and fo; ane therby might hang ouer 
their tate. 
629 — hikng'vþ feenetimes in our mindes, ei⸗ 
of thole thinges that be likely, oꝛ of any violence - 
that yath falne out. oz elſe thzough a certaine folly and ig⸗ 
| nozance ofmen : that which doth ariſe oflikely-hods, it is 
| neceſarie to examine it well, fozſomuch as it behoues to 
| haue jaſtification,and he that doth iaſtifie himſeIfe, dooth 
| merite no puniſhment. That whichdoth- ariſc of any vio⸗ 
lence that is don v3 that is to be don :onght not fo ſtrickt⸗ 
ly to be examined, foz that already it is rather an offence, 
then a ſuſpition: e offences ought to be puniched · The laſt 
which dath ariſe of ſollxe and (gnozance, ought not to be 
admitted of any n 
left aparte. . 195 In! 
N —— 
630 VALE 


* 
— — — ene ne >_< — 


ago: pos — 
Pont 215 t 2: AiF K | 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 74. 


moꝛe ſpadie and perrilous effects foz Pꝛintas. 
Men that are ſtrong and of magnanimit ie, are 
not to be afraide of their gloxous enterpeiſes: 
but rather ought to account death fo: mot glovions, whe 
either fo2 the benefite or their Cuntry, 02 foz their unte, 
the ſame ſhouldchaunce in forne weozthee and hantye en- 
— defiring rather to bye glozzonſiys, then ts line 
Ps | 
though the anions of ms12rs grounded met onolye 
vpon donour, done ſty o iufl irt, but alfo vpen ür 
and ſtable faith, wherewithalt they arvppicked fo;wardto 
put things in action,in fuch tote, that they mn de ayp;0- 
ued and found god, by the conſent of all: and ta the intent 
when they be den, we growe not to repent vo, fozſomuch 
as by repentance what adion ſoeuer, although it be well 
done: is ſpoyled and defamed. | 
| earns isfruely the ſuppoꝛtation of great thinges, 6 
wherein there is perrill of death, but not in reſpec t 
himſelfe alone, that doth put bimſelfe into-theſame, but 
' tnreſpect of the vninerſall and publick benefit either ol his 
country oꝛ of his inte whome he doth ſerne, + 
"] Rueſozfifude, is to moderate feare and audacitie,and p 
-» tobe not abletobecaercome with trauailes ſt out and 35 
ſtrong in perrilies, ſeacre againſt pie aſures, and to be an 
enemye to courtonſnes: is pzoper to a man that poſſeſſeth 
right foztitude. And tu be ſuch a one to defend our country 
andour Pzince from barberous inuations, and at home 
the weak and not able, with weapons: oz abzoad. his com- 
pamon from thencs, oz the hye wayefromrapines; is as 
I baue ſaide fo accompliſhe an ampte and falliuſtice. 
T Vefdztitydeofminde is knownetwo waies, the one 636 
is when being in perrils, he dothno otherwiſe eil me 
and repute of the partes of the body, bub as ſuperfluous 
9 — —— — to 
i * ACE” 
P} 


32 


Xe 


658 Tele thinges which are vniuerſallye deſired, do (l- 


of god | 
640 "PPE god men, and men of iudgement, 
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pꝛiſe, and in them goes fozward ſtill purſaing of honour, 
andfoilowing that which dothleade tothe true and honeſt 
way, with an vnſpotted and excellent intent and minde, 
vatili ſuch time as he hath obtained the effec, oz the deſi 
red end. 


637 12 Foꝛtitude do p2incipaliy appertaine vnto man as bis 


p20per due: and the pzincipall partes t dueties — 
tude, is not to be afraid of death neither of greefe. 
heuer deſires tobe aman, ought likewiſe to conſider well 
of the true pzoperties of a man, and to haue inmemozye, 
that to ſuſfer himlelfe to be poſſeſſed with feare, to be o⸗ 
uertome by his owne will andpleaſures, 02 dzawne by a 
couetous deũre to gaine money and riches: be partes of 
lightnes and inſtabilitie, contrarpe to all foztituve, 


dome come fo paſſe, the reaſon is: foz that there 
be fewe that giue beginning o2 motion to thoſe thinges: 
at the ende whereof there be ſundzy contrarye, to the ap- 
petites of many, 


639 Tb arteof clemencye and of pardoning, although foz 


the molt parte it benefites ; neuertheleſſe, ſometimes 
——— but this cames to paſſe, 
when thou doſf pardon a perticular perſon, equall 93 
like vnto thy ſelfe, whereas to pardon oz to ble clemencie 
towards a multitude, foz the moſte parte dooth benefite, 
fo2 that it is almoſt impoſſible that a multitude which 
hath receiued any benefite, ſhould all of them be willing 
to be malignant 02 ingratefull, whereas a perticular per- 
ſon, either thzough his euill nature, oz though ſome o⸗ 
ther vareaſonable deſire, dath oftentimes fall into this 
vice of ingratitude. 


ought neuer to be other then to endeuour themſelues 
to obtaine fame, glozys and honour, W 
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foz that all perrilles, toples, frauailes, diſcommodities 
and grafes, which we beare in the exerciſe, oz in the mas 
naging of great cauſes, is done with this pꝛincipall ins 
tent, to benefite ſo many as we can 02 are abie, and to be 
hurtfull to none. 
A Wiſe man ought to conſider, that he is bozne not ſo⸗ 641 
much foz himlelfe, as to-henefite others, and by how 
much he findes himſelf in greater degree then others,02 by 
how much he knowes himſelfe to haue moze hnowledge, 
moze vertue,oz moze gifts of God then others: by ſo much 
he ought to iudge that God hath graunted him the ſame, 
to the intent he may imparte the ſame to the benefite of o⸗ 
thers,and in this we ought infinitely to reiopce, that be 
bath opened vato him ſo large.ſo plaine, and ſo apparent a 
wap, to make him ſelfeimmoztall. 


Dddaine defermitations, when as commoditie is not 6.4.2 
left to tonſulte, they dzawe perrilles oftentimes after 
them; andoftentimes alſo when a man foz feare ofa great 
perrill doth turne himĩelle towardes deſperation, they if- 
ſue foozth of thoſe grafes and tranailes wherein they 
linde themſelnes intangled: fozſomuch as the conuerting 
offeare into deſperation, makes men furious and bolde: 
: — r 


by foztune. 
12 7 | Cities where feare and renowne is entered 643 
into the mindes of the vniuerſall people, that is to ſay: 

of all the Citizens, 02 into the minde of any particular 
perſon, when it is vninerſally it cauſeth two effecs,cither 
— ——— — — 
oz elſe doth taks them ſytedily and deſperatelpe. When 
they take their reſolution llolye, it ariſeth ſoʒ ihat a mul⸗ 
titade can veryehardiye perſwade themſelues, that any 
other can lo ſpeedily harms them: and to reſolue deſperate⸗ 
lye and ſpirdilpe, dooth ſpzing G 
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damage, o much rather thzougy the pzelent harmes, and 
— re re TT —ää—ͤ—d— 
perſon, when he is mighty doth oftentimes 
So Cittie into partes, and doth diſ-vnite the 


To. He feare of a greater euill doth ſometimes deliner a 
644+ J manfromthe care and the thoughtes of a leſſe euill: 
fozſomach as thoſe things that appeare moze terrible do 
cauſe vs vpon a ſodaine to fozget the leſſe terrible, and 
© ſetting aparte all care of the one, makes vs applye our 
ſelnes to the other, 
645 A Pan that is ofa re and of a god minde, ought to con- 
fider that iuſtice is maintained, that the fauitpe are 
chaſtiſed, and the god rewarded, foz no other occaſion but 
only by ſo doing it is god and iuſt. 


646 8 by the 
Kea —ů— — waye 
aſcend vp to honozable degrees: if is a 
8028 of great impoztance to knowe how to defend our 
ſelnesfrom-ennie, foz that there is nothing that can ſw- 
4 — cauſe them to fall downe from their 
degree, wozthy of compaſſion then en⸗ 
—— — in parti⸗ 
cular to be conuerſant with men of the common ſozte : to; 
that great men perſwading themſclues that they are to be 
in Courte, in Pallaces,in the ftreetes, and in enery place, 
holden of greateft reputation, in þ lame maner they were, 
when they did manage armies, oz fates, oz publicke af- 
faires i there is nothing — em — 
free Citties, but allo in thoſe that are ſubiett ti Pyinces,if 
— . 
do lone and debaſe ſuch great perſons, becauſe 


not (@ then — maze hououred 0z of gre- 
ter reputatian then they be. 
N {| © of vertur androputationhave nothing bat 
moze helpe to mamtaine their greatnes and reputa- 
tion, and to aucide enuis: then to remaine ſeperated and 
withdzawen from the conuerſation oz traffique with the 
common ſozte, 
| Tis not tobe doubted but that enuye doth not onelye 
gurt thoſe that are enuied, but oftentimes blinding and 
debaſing the vertue of thoſe men that are ofgreat counſel, 
of valour, and of Pzudence: do kape them ſoꝛ a certaine 
time hid andnot exerciſed, whereby thoſe that are mighty 
and the Common- wealss very often do ſuffer detriment 
in their occurrences. 
] Tis the parte of pzudent and great tounſellours, ta pz0- 
aide ſo much as they art able, that thoſe that be vertu- 
ous and gam, he not with enuye: and to wozke 
. fofarrefawzth as their abilitie will Eretch,oz is permitted, 
that enuie be extinguiſhed and rwted out in their Cittie. 
\\/ Penothers are ta be found ſuperiour- in vertue and 
knowledge:we ought in no reſpec to gius place and 
permit thoſe perſons that art not wozthy ſhould be admit 
ted oz enter into d gouernment of publick cauſes,and that 
the chirle affaires of impoztance, ſhould be put info the 
bandes of Citizens that are not capable, ſoz when thoſe 
Citizens that be o greater tounſell and bounty, and moze 
p2ofitable to their Countrye, be afraide either of the au⸗ 
dacitio of troubleſome and ambitions Citizens, 02 are in 
doubt ofenuye, oz are terrified in the trauaile of great 


themſelues back:a large 
way is opened to negtigence and lloath, 
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647 


648 


649 


650 


Ee ana usbter era nnn un mach a8 he is a- 651 
tþzough (ome 


ie ſrom enuy,and if fo; allthat acadent 
a man cannot defond tinmfiliet let him imagine that it is 
AE TIN to 
; ers, 
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others,foz that enuie is nothing elſe but a grefe and a ſoʒ⸗ 
rowe taken to ſe the god hap ant glozy of others. 
62 fu rms that doth moze eaſily turne bp-ſide 
52 J down Comon-weales and fates: then to vie change 
in the gouernment ol them, at eaery beck and deſire of the 
vulgar people. As though they were voide of people, they 
doo abhozre and flie alwaies, without ener taking reſt 
as it dooth chaunce to the Sea, when it is in ſubiection to 
ſundzye windes, 
653 Y Yee ought nener to pat any hope in the vulgar peo- 
| ple,fo2 that there is no ſtapednes, firme mindes, oʒ 
remembꝛante of receined benefits ; but rather do euer turn 
them ſelues fo2 euery little and ſodaine accident, applying 
alwates their minde,from that which from hower to hows 
er, dooth pzeſent it ſelle befoze them, as a thing pꝛoũtable 
o2 delightfull: haning neither reſpect to that which is paſt 
oz that which is to come. But like an vnreaſonable beaſt, 
doth kolllowe that onely appearance of p:ofite,thatineue- 
| ry inſtant 02 moment of time, acco2ding to the neceſſities 
| o willes which appere befoze their eyes, oꝛ in what other 
ſence they will. 
T ve perticuler Citizens oz officers of a Common weale, 
| 654 do not onlye ſuffer damage oz ſhame, by meanes of the 
| inſtabilitie of the vulgar t common ſozte: but Pzinces alſo 
when though any neceſſitye they are bꝛought to make ex- 
periente of the amitie q ſt abilitie of the vniuerſall (ozte.A 
thing which enery Paince ought greatly to haue in memo- 
| ry t take care of, that iftt be pzofitable and gad, to be belo- 
| nedof the people: yet it is athing not only pertayning to a 
p2udent x wiſe Pꝛinte, not td haue occaſion to make expe⸗ 
rience therof,but aſſuredly necefſarie, to him ̊ will main 
tain his ſtate and eſtabliche it fo2 his ſucteſours, to be pꝛe⸗ 
ared in ſuch ſoꝛt, that beſides the lone of þ people he may 
monep, all ſozts of pzoniflons and be 
able mozeouer to defend himlelfe by fozce, 


Thols 
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Tia which lone andhole which hate libewiſe,are ac 65; 
cuſtomed to honour t reuerence their Pztnce, but the 
one thzough loue x naturall fauour: and the other thzough 
feare and terrour. Therfoze a wile Pzince ought to apply 
bis indeuoars to pꝛocure vnto himlſeife,not by any of thoſe 
wates, Titles, Aatures, honours and dignities, which the 
people would attribute vnto him without merite : but ap- 
ply himſelfe to thoſe actions, that truly are woztby of true 
pꝛaiſe and of great honours, which are to be attributed to 
bim, not of the vnſkilfull and light multitude: but of ver⸗ 
tuous men that haue conſideration of his quallitie, 4 that 
do not change (as fo; the moſte parte the multitude dooth, 
following after the fouours of Foztune) fo2 that true ver⸗ 
tue is that which doth confirme and effabliſh States: by 
the which Foztune being overcome, is conſtrained in the 
end to goe with him in companye, 


Tis neceſſary that he that will rule, do not put any con- 556 


— muititude: but in his pꝛoper vertue, and in 
bis owne pzudence and fozce, oz elſe depoſing himſelfe of 
his dignitie and @cepter : he ſpoyle himlelfe of all the po⸗ 
pular fanours,and retire himleife to quistnes and reſt, con 
tent with that glozye he hath gotten, by doing lo greate a 
benefite fo; his Countrye. 


*T Velinewes of Pzudence isnot fo belitue fondely and 


ſpeedily: Therfoze befoze we beleæue, we ought to conſi- 657 


der well, the circumffances of the thing, the accidentes,the 
perſon and the cauſe. The which whoſoeuer will examine 
well ſhall not ſo eaſtly fall into the errour to beleue oner 
-\ 7 Kinerſall things is the mother and oziginall of per- 

ticular thinges, and euerye perticular thing is to be 
found in kde vninerſall, as part in all, And the true know⸗ 
ledge in vninerſalities,dooth make vs moze eaſlly reſolne 
in our iudgement of perticularities. via 
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659 Ea in peace do not ſappozte iniories, and 


although 

manpe times they fozget them: it ſeidome falles out, 

but that when occaſion ſerues, the diſpleaſure of reteiued 

imuries: dooth awaken and quicken againe within their 

mindes. And few are to be ſound, that although they know 

they are in the wzong, and that, that puntthment that foz 

ſome of their offences is put vpon them: they repute it as 
though it were iuſt. 5 


660 — — a man doth neuer accuſe him ſelfe, oꝛ 


662 W Hit we goe abont to pꝛadiſe peace: — 


neuer doth perſwade himſelt to merite any puniſhment 
and chaſtiſement, but rather reputing himſelfe fog god: 
doth holde it fo; an aſſured thing that iniuries is dam vnto 
him, when he is accaſed. The which belerle very rarelye 0; 
neuer is cancelled out of his minde;but alwaies remaines 
watchfull,apt to bzing fwzth effects af enery occaGon that 
doth offer it ſelf when they are able to ſtand them in trad, 
661 1 Here is nothing that is moze hurt full to a Pꝛinte . eꝛ to 
: thoſe enterpziſes that are fo be accompliſhed: the to be- 
leeue ouer eaſity,and lpecially to belevethoſe,that fayning 
them ſelues to be efcaped from our enemies: endeuour th 
ſelues with their fittions to deteiue vs. Foz the truthe of 
the thing is hid from that man that gives credit vnto ſuch 
kinde of perſones : which ia the capitail enemye Mat thoſe 
haue, that de fre that their enterpꝛiſes Goulv ſuctunn into 
= attoꝛ dinge to their dzanghtes, determinations and 
es. 


we be vigilant and carefull, and uno we ho to kap 
our felues from the detrites which the enemvpe may (ct a⸗ 
bꝛoche and p2actiſe againſte vs. And this is to be abſerned 
not ſo much of thoſe. that beſeige others: aw it is fo; thoſe 


that be befeiged. 
W. Pzinces can not put truſt one in ar other, the 
_ > ä — mine ned the right maner of 
TOA 
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that they vie the fozce of armes, and indeusur themſo lues 
to ſhewe their errour one to the other : either to veuenge 


| promatle 
thowngd tho recine inaries dy mennef te fith 6 
hen towards him, he ſhatioſe al his reputation and credit 
Tu the pꝛopertie of aman 1 — 664 
rene hc ht have failed-in faith — — 


in minde 665 


— — Omneralbhoue 
2 ndinow,thadheaonotlomath ndke dis: 
ablernectdeir faith towards htingJas alſo how to hnowe to 


— —— | | 
Poecinta dilvaine,and their viſeains to hats? ahit-itits- 
ming into them, that they are puniſhed: fo, that; Which 


they vvght to be rewarded fag: they ſake meanes fo ve 


nenge themſelues, #heirfaith-agatnf®-their ſu - 
periours, of whom tdeꝝ ſet 3 
2 1 ,. fnce. 
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Seren eee eee 
A their trauaites. 
6667 T veiualeno of how that mone ary warres,is to 1 
rich theuilelyes, and toe mpoueriſh the enemp:neither 
on anꝑ other ottaſion, nimtoꝛie is ſo much ſought alter, nei 
ther tha gaming and conquett of thinges is defiredfoz any 
other end, then to make aur ſelues might and the aduer⸗ 
(aries we ale: wher-vpon it fallowes, that ſametimes ei⸗ 
ther the viaczie dooth impoueriſhe the, oz thy tonqueſt 
make thee weake2 it ĩalles out ofneceſlitie, that either he 
\doth ouer - paſſe, 02 doth not; arrius to thoſe tearmes and 
ends. foz the which the warres are made: but thatpzinte 
2 Common weale is made —— —— 
eihich de ltrope the anemys 2 and became Logds 9s 

ner the ſyoxles, taxes, aninaſtan i ſhuſe 
ed 02166; that althoughhe dur rrame cannot 
deſtroys the cnenwes: and that the ſpovies and the taxa⸗ 
to his zare,but appertainta bis ſouldiours: 


ine anything) 
to aſſault with pꝛaiera, with vequeſta, with rewardea, 
amd with menaces, to the inteut theymay bemoued to vo 
eee, tu out regnet, 
ö mere i pitie.othꝛaugh pzofit oz theough 
leapp: vu v thace ſoꝛeſain waies hauing no plate amongit 
r © 
371; e 
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the wp That torioa tral thaw wins] Y 


T gov Citagartnotmae which tr — 2 
againts the ambttion df nn. 
— art much moze vnhiappye; p; a 
date them [Uues with ehe.mmrrenarys and 
— — 


Teraz that a Common ett e 
enttreiy vnitedꝛare 


true it is that ſome deniſtons do durmea Common weale 
and ſome dw benefite; Thoſe which do huarme i bw-ariſe of ' 
fattfons and of partners, banved i vurtevtogether. Thoſe 
do beneſſte: that without facions. and without partials 
tiss and pirteners do maintaine themifelues, Thetoſo;e ' 
the ura inaitutton ot a Commoniweale;not haing able 18 
pꝛouide but that there will be diſcozdes and enmities ma 
Citie: he tealttuiſe to piduide that there be no 
factions: And therfoze he ought to knowe-how Citizens do 
obtain reputation two mũner of wates in a Citie, either by 
—— 02 by pʒiuate mramen. Pablikiythepliare - 
obrained by-onercomming a battaile, by wuming a Cite, 
by accompliſhinge an Amdalſags with care and with pus = 
dence,and by counſelling the Common-weale;wiſelte and 
happilye. By pziuatomeanes it is obtained, by boni ſiting 
theſe and thole other Citizens by defendng them ſrom ſe⸗ 
ueritie of Phgiltrates; relauing them with money ad⸗ 
nuaneing idem vndeſerued y to handurs; and with feaſtes * 
and wirſ publ ne gifts to gratiſſe the people, By this ma · 
— — vp factions and partners; and by 
how much reputation, gained in this ioꝛte doth offende: 
nnr T 


that hope, 662 
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with factions,fo>that it is gruunden upon « common hit+ 
neſſte, and not-byou a piuateibenefite, and although that 
amougſt (ach Citizens we caunot. by any meanes-(s pꝛo⸗ 
uide,but that there will ariſe greuous hates, neuere 
— — — 
do him, they cannot 


they turne t 
— . —— — — 
e e 


80 1 wouldmoke his Souldioursob ti 
7 . A EE een 
— {poyles: 0; 
riches, oꝛ to lau them vp in am place: to the intent ther 
may vnderſtand, that if fiying.away do ſaue their lues, 
pet will it not ſaue their goda, the lone whereof no ſeſſe 
then that mne ane 


defence, . 
Tis very eaſle to perſivade02 dilſwadeauething to fowy” 
471 2 — ſuffice, we may vie authozitiez 
but the difficultie is to remoue from amultitude any ſini⸗ 
ſter opnion which is — — > 


De ſpaaches of a Generall-02.of A Captaine, to bin 
Sonldiours. deth take away, feare, dooth. woke dp!: 


„5 K 
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erſtinguiched oꝛ ant kindled tn. Tyerefoze — Pamnce 


DIETS 
his @onldioars become reiatute ann cvitinate in light! 673 
is to:take away fron them u hope — — 


pons ö 

had ofthe Captaine,doth cauſe and coafirme in them ron 

fidence i nature doth doxede in them theJone of theur Cans 

trie, vertue moze themany other benefit, that ot the Cap- 

taine alſo there map be many ſ(ozts of neceſſities, but that 

is ſtrongeſt which doth conftraine them either to ouers - 

come 93 to de. | 

7 — without the ſame,togither with, 574 
counterfcarpes and other Trengthes,behigher then 

the waltes of the Citfie: that Towne is moſt weake, fo; 

that thoſe become dul markes to the enempe that duch ai 

ſalt them : and doth not hinder him to endamage them, ſoz 

n and giue place to his ar⸗ 


A Diving doth one mozrope ts the em tobe abl * 
to mad a Cittie, then to imo that the ſane is nut 
accuſtomed to ſe the enemy! fo; that manꝝ times aun 
feare onely without experience of fozce, Citties are loſÞ . 


pans :foxifthefir@ attempt dotbv! 
ade mindes ol the — 
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isfoaced to overcompthdſethat are withinthetawn, with: 
vatorfr,vertde,ammepatution{}! 21 t 215992 -110 1224613 £0 
and ; USgeraltes waCaptdines fo; two renſunn art cams? 
7 mended and paiſev< the ne ta, that haue with an 

arunia 'grea 


woah ern kn oth, with hel lc ers 


3 0105,27.1634 64 205 12 0; 


mies, eithet by mak ing hin fouldionrs ſuipene d dt him, in 
whom he truſtes and puts confidence;o; tu giue him occas 
ſion to ſeperate dis people, and by this meayesfo become 


meme, 336911 1 
678 *P'pat whicyovoueatothr thingarps amor vt 
together: is the reputation oftheGenerall,zthe which! 


both only ariſe vf his vertus: foo that neither ind, nei ⸗ 
ther authoxitie — giue it him without valour. 
sls | 8 1 27002* ; 
679 T vet firſte thing that a Generall muſt lot eto perfozine,. 
mis to hap his Souldisirepimiſhedand patdes ug luhen 
they want their pnpe, it talles out of neteſlitie; that they 
muſt want puniſhment;foz that a Souldier cannot be coꝛ⸗ 
recded vnleſſe he he paied, neither ik the Souldier deſire to 
liae, ca he abTaine fromrobbing and ſpoyle, but if hs pay 
——— the. Sov ldiour becontes in e⸗ 
erp reſpect inſolent: and the Generall grawes to be of : 
ſmall eſtimation ; the which being ſo, he cannot maintain 
the dignitie of his degrie: and not maintaining the ſame, . 
„ which are 
the ruineof an m. 177577201 —_ 
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Won either hanger oz am other natural neceſſitye, 680 
oꝛ humaine paſſton,doth bzing the enemy to his taſt 
neuron — pꝛicbed fozward- with ue. lame, dooth 


in thetodgings at hin can, aud is muh dis m ps h 
2 to flee and Donne the charge andencougtey: of vat 
a 225 rn 7 5 SN | 
eee 681 
— tpaten deth bagm to nie his 
fir#repatation; the which being tuſt, it mauen his other 
. tefſcand dethu? 
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ein in mathe, tight, and lodge:aciddf un; Amie 682 
doth: marchen lageand ght in gad codtr, 
nnn. 
rr | Jong i 508 nal 


10 o 2161631! 1 1910 1:1; 


ell; be hath learned 
| 48 fncizth.c 0. 1333 202J0g 1% 
wid du ig af) gi ad el dn: 0 Num iq ( arg od 


amo 1 on Oat ern m nnn 
number 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 


number that ſuſfer diſcommoditie thaaugh the burdens of 
pꝛodigalitie, then thoſe that receiue — — 
litie the reafanis, that among ſt mau hae is at greater 
faxe. ten fame, ann thole be of atrater number that hope 
er (ls hands, chen thoſe that fare to 


on FE that hath lining, poſſeſlions, 02 gods in his owne 
\Conntrie,anlits fubiecttogblody: 


tyElrant, fame rules tan de giuen to — 
mam arckyt to take 2 bat when the tirant 
—— necufſitye, Tooth gu- 
uerne with reſpec: amanthatis weitqualited, ovght/ to 
indenour himſelf to be accounted of many not couragious, 
but of a quiet nature: aribnotdeſiroug-ofatterations ifhe 


'  bauatfozcedſherunto; Foz chat v the firant 


him, und will not gvo ut to giue him 

make noueltiea, the which thing de would nat dw, 

wheir he doth knowe him vnquiet, dan thatthen de thinks 

in any caſe he will not remaine firme, and is conſtrained of 

- Keceſſitietoerfinguiſhandveſtrophinr 5 7141 7 
E is an hondveablpthing to u man, not to 


686 6 thing, but that phinhhe will perfauratis v 
thoſe fo whom Jenna 


oviiifatiſfics:fozthat mini not ſuſferttun s be 
gauekured by reaſdu- Thocoutrarythauncethtobinthat 
they are not conſtrained to 
he hath pzomiſed : and ſo he dooth fatiſfie him with bis 
e iy Arno atmeer quiver — want 


enfertaine 0; tempoziſe ſomewhat with * 
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and full of god hopes, but not in ſuch ſozte as they may 
hunde the parctzely,' 721 
Lu acoovnendable thing. that gadandvaitnt ſouldi- 
ours in haughtze and hard cnterpales, and mwfficuie pa- 8 
ſſagea, ſyould exhozt one another to da well: to the intent 
that their not oncrcomming thzough their negligence and 
paſſing their tune with eaſe, and not making vue onely ex - 
perienes againft the ir enemies of their vettue and valour: 
ſhould be reputc to them foꝛ a ſhame. And ther efvꝛs they 
onghtnot to expect p thetr fame ſhould be deſumed, neither 
their pzoſperous foztune turnt to a contrarpe tourſe: but 
rather hoyſſe vp their ſayles-accozding toy fre&ndly winde 
that blowes. EN, 
hs He Stratagems and avuertiſements of an olde Cap⸗ 688 
tame, when they are effeauatiye perfearrmed of his 
Souldionrs: are as hurttull to his enempes, as the wea- 
pons which do kill them. 
is neceſſary that thoſe which conſider of porrilles: de 689 
firfte of all compare them amongſt them ſelues, and afs 
ferwards make choiſe of rhe leaſte: And he that gmes fay 
— it is requiſite that he haue that conſideration in all 
ges. 
VV Ven a people de remaine without head: and dw 690 
line of them-ſelues ; they become leſſe apte fo2 the 
warres. And if after. they returne vnder a head: they are 
made leſſe obedient, foz that they were once free, and moze 
apt to diſtoꝛdes amongſt them, doth fozſlotve his vido:ie, 
and often times doth loſe his ſtate. 
YJhincipalities when they are inffituted by olde men, 
baue alwayes had ſmall continuance;fb9 that foz the © 9! 
molt parte elde men betauſe they line but a (mall time, ei- 
ther do not furniſh out the planting of their plat, oz if they 
do plant it,they leaue it with ſo ſmall x wean hat 
when that vertue i: fozce which did cullum it doch laile: 
the ir winde doth 8 — 10 
a, re, 
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6 92 Tr 
oz in a well oꝛdered Common weale, neither moze 
p2ofitable foz a Mouinteꝛ then to builde and ediſie a newe 
Towne, whether men maye redute them ſelues thzongh 
the commoditie of defence oz benefite of the fertill ground. 
Foz that it makes theCountrye that is ouertome, moze 
ſecure to the vanquiſhour : and dath fill with inhabitants 
voide places, and maintaines men well diſtributed and. 
diſpearced in a Pzouince, fazſomuch as the inhabitours 
multiplying.they be moze pzompt and readyt n 
fences,and mozs ſecure in their defences, ja! 


jEn do neuer maintain themlelues in auy difficultie 
if they be not maintained thzough a neceſſitie: in 
ſuch ſoꝛt as where the feare of warres doth conſtrain them 
toinhapit willing in rough andfrong places, that fears 
being ceaſed, and being called vpon by commoditye: they 
do inhabite moze willingiy,in eaſe and domeſttcall plas 
ces, 
Toe greeuous and naturall diſcoꝛdes which are amon git 
694 the populare ſozte and the noble, beingcauſedfoz that 
the one partie would commaund, and the other foz that 
they would not obay,are the occaſions ofmany enils that 
ariſe in a Citie,foz that thzough this diuerſitie of honours, 
all thoſe other thinges that dillurbe the-Commey- -weale, 
take their nouriſhment. 
695 1 would maintain it telle rather with 
factions then with Lawes, when any one faction doth 
remaine in the ſame without any that oppoſe themſelues: 
it is connenient ol neceſſitie, that the ſame devide-it ſelfe 
within it ſelfe, foꝛ that itcannot defend it:(cife, from theſe 
F the which the ſame to his ſafety had 


696 Wart man dos ere, none are cozreced,ſinall faces 
. and greeuous are py 
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and when manye do ſaffer : fewe do goe about to revenge 
them lelue to that vmuerſall injuries are ſuppozted with 
groater patience then thoſe that are perticula. 
Frau. mote parte all tbale that attaine to riches and 
ghoat power, either with frauve, either with fozce, do 
at taine vnta the ſame And after they haue either with vi⸗ 
olencs oz with deceite yſurped [thoſe thinges; to hide the 
filthynes of their getting: they de make honeſt tho ſame 
vadoy a faile tytis of gaine; And thoſe that thzough lack of 
pꝛudenteʒoꝛ thzough fotly,'*vwthun and fie theſe meanes: 
are alwaies ouer-whelmed in ſlauerye and pouertie. F02 
chat faithfull ſeruants are alwaies conſerned, and god 
men alwaies are pe, and none there be that at any time 
do iſſue out of ſeruitude, but thoſe that be vafaithfull and 
ſhameleſſe-hardye and fozth of pouertie but thoſe that are 
rauenous and fraudulent :foznature hath placed all the 
foztane of men in the midſt of them, the which are ſudieae 
and expoſed mo2e ta rapine then to induſtrie, and moze to 
the wicked then the god. error it pꝛoceedes, that men cate 
one an other, and he that may leaſt:goes to the woꝛſf. 
\/ \/vere nete ſſitie contraryes, audacitie is indged 
p2udence, and couragivus men neuer make ac- 
count of perrill in greate matters: fo2 that alwapes thoſe 
enterpꝛiſes that beg in with perru, do end with rewarde, 
and fw2th of one perrill we can neuer iſſue without an o⸗ 
ther perrill. 


697 


6 98 


\YY Elo2dered Citien, that are adminiffred vnderþname 69 


bf Common weales:dooftentimes varie and change 
their gouermnentes and their ſtates, not by the meanes 
of libertye and ſeruitude as manye thinke: but by the 
meanes ofſeruitude and licence. Fo2 of libertie the name 
of the miniſters of licence, which are the people is te⸗ 
tebzafed, and that of ſeruitude, which are the Nobilt- 
tye: is celebzated, euerpe one of thoſe deſire not to 
be ſible, neither to the. Tow neither vnto — 
cg a 2 rue 
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True it is, that when fo all tbat it channceth, that when 
though the god faztune of the Citie, there doth ariſe in 
the ſame, a wiſe, god, and mightye Cittizen; by: whome 
RLawes are inſututed, h nom theſe bwnours of the.no- 
bilitie and of the poputare ſoʒte are quieted, aʒ are reſtrai⸗ 
ned in ſuch ſo2t;that they tannat manns an euiil: then it 
comes to paſſe that this Citie may be cailed fra, and that 
ſtate maye be calle ſtable and firme, foz being grounded 
vpon goad lawes and:goodo2ders, it hath us ſuch neteiſſi⸗ 
tie of the-vertue of one man, as the others haue that da 
maintaine the ſame, manye auntient Common-weales 
were endowed with lite lawes and oꝛders: allthoſe that 
often iu their gouernement haue changed and do change 
from a tiranicall ſtate to a licentious ſtate, and from the 
one to the other, haus fatled in this: and fo2 that in them 
thzongb the mightye enemies that euerye one bath, there 
neither is noz tan be any ffabilitie, foz that the one dooth 
not pleaſe good men, the other doth diſpleaſe wiſe men: the 
one may eaſily doo euill, the other may doo good but with 
great difficultie, in the one inſolent men haue quer · great 
authoꝛitte, in the other thoſe that be fooliſh. And it is cons 
venient that both the one and the other be maintained by 
one man thzongh vertue and foztune, which either 
thzough death maye become leſſe, oꝛ by trauaile become 
vnp2ofitable, 


GOO ACID man ought euer little to cſtecme, to liue ina Ci⸗ 


tie where lawes are ot leſſe account then men: fo2 4 
Country is to be deſtred, in the which we may lafelpe c n⸗ 
tope our ſubſtaunce and gur frands, not that where other 
men map eafilp take from vs that which is ours, aud our 
frends, fo2 feare oftheir pꝛoper ſtate, do adanden nn 
our moſt neceſſitte. - 

801 | gs cen foz the molt parte are necnſlomes un the 
8 chaunges they make , from oer ta came to diſoz⸗ 
den, ond afterwacds again "from 'diſopver c paſſe 10 
ozders: 
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92ders: foz that the aFaires of this wo2lde being not firme 
by nature, where they arrive at their laſt p;oteſſion, not 
denina wher-vpanto.aſcendibigher: it failes out ofneceſſi- 
cia dhat tbep deſcend, and after they. bo diltended, and be · 
ing come dy-dilozzer to the lat ep, mat being able of rece- 
ne tea dilcendlower : it is comuenient that they clunbe vp 
Againe, and ſa alwaies from the gad we diſcend to euill, 
and from the euill we aſcend to gd: ſoz that warres 
inge quietnen, qnietnes boings ivlencs,idlencs enger- 
ders difo2der,deſozder doth ruauete vs,andlikewiſe ot ru⸗ 
ine doth ſpꝛing oꝛdera, ofozders come vertue,of vertue a- 
riſeth glozye, and god foztune: wherefoze of pʒudent per- 
ſons it is obſerued, as letters tome after weapous, and 
that in Pꝛouinces and Cities, Captaines are bozne be- 
fate Philo ſophers, far that the good and well oꝛdered we⸗ 
pons hauing bzonghtfozth vicozies,and victozies mauaht 
quietnes:the foztituve and ſtrength of armed mindescan- 
not be co22upted with a moze honeſt idlenes, then which 
that ofletters, neither can idlenes enter into a well ozde- 
redCitie, with a greater oz moze perrilous deceite then by 
letters: ]P;onincestherefozecome by theſe meanes to ru- 
ine, whereinto being arrined, men by blowes being made 
wiſe returne to oꝛders, if that alreadye thzough ertraoz- 
dinarpe fozces they remaine not choked and deuoured, 
TP Vere isnot any thing moze hard then that obedience * 
the which we tall the denying of our ſclues, wherupon / ©* 
I cannot ſee the occaſion wherfoze we ſlæ from perſoꝛming 
towards God that. whichdooth-carrie dur health, and pꝛo⸗ 
cure our ſelnes to do it towards men, in things which doth 
pꝛomiſe vncertaine and ſmall benefites,if we will not ſaye 
that this comes to paſſe thꝛough the commonoccaſion of al 
euils;that is thzough our great ignozance ; malice, which 
doth e ſteeme of nothing but thefe pzeſent and theſe carthly 
gods,bicyonvall meaſure, and together with the pleaſure 
that many take to deccine * but thzough whatloe- 
| a, 3 uer 
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Crus it is, that when foz all that it channceth, that when 
thzough the god faztune of the Catie, there doth ariſe in 
the ſame, a wiſe, god, and mightye 'Cittizen; by: whos 
Lawes are institute, by:whom theſe bwnours of the no- 
bilitie and of the populare (o2te are quteted, ozarerefrats 
nedin ſuch ſo2t;that they tannat vamzke any euiil: then it 
comes to paſſethat this Citie may be catled fre, and that 
tate maye be calle ſtable and firme, fo2 being grounded 
vpon goad lawes and good aadera, it hath no ſuch neceiſſi⸗ 
tie of the vertue of one man, as the others haue that do 
maintaine the ſame, manye auntient Common -weales 
were endowed with lite lawes and oꝛders: all thoſe that 
often in their gouernement haue changed and do change 
from a tiranicall ſtate to a licentious ſtate, and from the 
one to the other, haus failed in this: and foz that in them 
thzongh the mightyeenemies that euerye one hath, there 
neither is nozcanbe any ſtabilitie, foz that the one dooth 
not pleaſe good men, the other doth diſpleaſe wiſe men; the 
one may eaſily doo euill, the other may doo good but with 
great difficultie, in the one inſolent men haue auer · great 
authoꝛitte, in the other thoſe that be fooliſh. And it is cons 
venient that both the one and the other be maintained by 
one man thꝛough vertue and fo:ztune, which either 
tyzough death mape become leſſe, oz by trauaile become 
vnpꝛofttable. 


GOO AED man ought cucrliftle to cſtetme, to liue in a Ci⸗ 


tie where lawes are of leſſe acrount then men: fo2 t 
Country is to be deſtred, in the which we may lafelpe t 
tope our ſubſtaunce and gur frands, not that where other 
men may eaũlp take from vs that which is ours, aud our 
frends, foz feare oftheir p2oper ſtate, do adanden ns n 
our moſt neceſſitte. - 

801 | me ern fo: the molt parte are — un thr 

chuunges they make , from :ower- ta came to diſoz⸗ 
den, und afterwacds againe, "from diſogde r ts paſſe 10 
Ozders: 
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92ders: ſoʒ that the atfaires of this woz2lde being not ſirme 
by nature, where they arrive at their laſt p;oteſſion, not 
haniag'wher-vpento.aſcoud/bigher: it failes out ofncceſſi- 
big that they waſcend; and after they.bo diis ende d, and be- 
ing come dy-diſozder to the laſt ſten, not being able of nece⸗ 
ſ1e;(o-dilceadlower: it is conuenieut that they clumbe vp 
againe, and ſa alwaies from the gad we diſcend to euill, 
and from the eaill we aſcend to god: ſoz that warres 
qmietnes wings inte nes, idienes engen⸗ 
r,diſozder doth ruinte vs.and libe wiſe of ru⸗ 
o2ders, ofozders come vertue, ot vertue a⸗ 
and god foztune: wherefoze of pꝛudent per- 
d, as letters tome after weapous, and 
nces and Cities, Captaines are bozne be- 
bie foz'that the good and well oꝛdered we⸗ 
pons hauing vicozies,and victozies bzought 
quietnes:the foztitude and ſfrength of armed mindescan- 
not be coꝛzupted with a moze honeſt idlenes, then which 
that of letters, neither can idlenes enter into a well ozde- 
red Citie, with a greater oz moze perrilous deceite then by 
letters: jP;onincestherefozecome by theſe meanestoru- 
ine, whereinto being arrined, men by blowes being made 
wiſe returne to oꝛders, if that alreadye thꝛaugh extraoz⸗ 
dinarpe fo:ces they remaine not choked and devoured, 
TP Vere isnot any thing moze hard then that obedience 


the which we tall the denying of our ſelues,wherupon / ©* 


I cannot ſee the occaſion wherfoze we fie from perfozming 
towards God that which dooth-carrie dur health, and pꝛo⸗ 
cure our ſelues to do it towards men, in things which doth 
pꝛomiſe vncertaine and ſmall benefites,if we will not ſave 
that this comes to paſſe thzough the commonoccaſion of al 
euils that is thzough aur great ignozance j malice, which 


doth efteeme ofnothing but thefe pzeſent and theſe carthly 

geds,bcyonvall meaſure, and together with the ple alure 

_ 2 but thzough I 
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that many take to deteine o 
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tation, 
705 AA Hed, vue tho townes being vangurithen, 


704 | ne ens dr attempt to defend a think 
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uer ottaſion it dooth riſe, it is a great ename to repu⸗ 
i0 13334 f «£19340 vi! 


the Armye entire: the warres beginto be moze hotto; i623 
ſomuch as that Armie which is entire, maye retouot the 
Townes, the which when they holde in their handes, the 
warres is not onercome. 31170 


that in any tale is to be toff,he may with telle infamy 
and with leſſe damage, loſe any ſt ate alone, then to loſe 
both the ſtate and his monpe. 


705 T Yereisnoman ſo pꝛudent, neither any man ſo learned 


706 


vpon the earth, but that the greateſt part of that which 
he knowes is not lefſe then that which lyes hid vnto him, 
barofit ſpꝛinges, that if we haue otcaſion to built, we 
cal vnto vs cunning wozkmen and architecours:if we are 
to ſaile vpon the Seas, we demaund the counſell of Pari⸗ 
ners: but in matters of warre, ſo much the moze diligent · 
ly we ought to goe about to perfozme this, by how much 
the perrillfeemes to be greater :fozomuch as the harmes 
of other thinges ſerme ta be moze light, tuerye want being 
able to be amended, but the errours of warre, beſides the 
perpetuall (hame,do carrie with them blowes, woundes, 
death and deſtruction in a Common» weale: the which 
are ſo extreame euilles, that they cannot be cozreced no: 
ſhunned: and therefoze. in theſe caſes we onght to take 
mature counſel of wiſe men, and the adnertiſement of 
thoſe that are inueterated in Armes, and erperimentedin 
ſuch ſernice, 1 | 
IJ Pere is no man (o raſh and foliſh hardye, that being a⸗ 

ble to depꝛeſſe and ouercame the enemye with a pꝛu⸗ 
dent pꝛolong mg at time, will rather with a furious ſpade 
put the vido zie indoubt and hazard, which de ferring and 
ungering, doth pꝛomiſe „ 

&0 
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victozie cannot be ſo well gotten with an inconliderate 
ſpeeds, as with a pꝛudent ſtaye: and neither ſo weil 
in going to finde the enemye at his owne does, as to 
— * his owne confines: and to goe 

rather to put our ſelues in perrill, then ouertome: 
——— xü— rach, 


cquragious, 
WI men haue not ſought meanes anddefired, that 77 


kaith ſhould be moze obſeruedin any humain action, 
then in confederacies : fo; that,iffaith be bꝛohen amongſt 
them which are bound togeather in leage, what thing is 
there that can be actoũted table and entire in this wozld? 
foz which reſpec the iudgementes which are made vpon 
other-contentions, foz that they are as it were pziuate, 
give almoſt no other puniſhment then in money,andcapi- 
fall puniſhment: fo2 that the-lawcs do not in any caſe ſup⸗ 
pr — tobe reputed fo; entire, which 

not ofentire faith towards his confederates, - 

PP the gonernment of a Common-weale, euerye man 
doth confeſſe, that we ought to haue greater reſpect to 
bono2,then pꝛoſit: foz that euen as a Citie is of great e⸗ 
— and reputation, ſo faith ought to be pure and 


Ez as hozſes though idlenes i ouermuch abundance 


times though the curteſie and benignity of thoſe that go- 
uerne, become inſolent and pzoude, and haue nede offozce 
to bold back the reines of liberty. 
Ven a Gommon-weale dothmoue warres againft 
a Pzince, the ought firſt to lo about her and take 
cars that He be not deceined with the woꝛdes of herene- 
meet beſides that, ſhe onght to traine vp her people, ſo as 
they maye bee able to reſiſt the inuading fozce of the e⸗ 
——— to withſtand thoſe perrilles which dw chaunte 
N Ie pꝛudent 


meate becomes vnwildy and reſſ ie: ſo people ſome⸗ꝰ 9/ 
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and well pꝛadiſed men, who may ſtandlike;@enternelles 
and watch men, attentius and vigilant fog the venefite of 


the Common · weale: and wiſely vnderſl and tuery thing;! 


and with great pꝛudente pꝛouide fo; encry thing, Foztyly, 
to conſerue and kep the amitie of adiopning d unces, pai⸗ 
ding fauour to thoſe that haue nerde: Laſt of all to-waite 
to the greateſt P2zinces ofthe wozlde,conlulting with th 
vpon occarrent cauſes. 


211 IJ Ve expences of the warres are greenous to euer one, 


but ſpecially to the multitude, which donot fo:eſee fu⸗ 
ture perrilles ; Uhernpon,euen vs-Phiſitions vſe often- 
times fire and iron, towards the ſick perſons they gouern, 
and [wſe one parte to ſaue the whole: lo ought the gouer- 
nours of the Common-weale, perteiuing and fozeſaing 
future perrilles,conſtraine the people to ſpend one part of 
their gode,fo2 the conſeruation of all the reſt: foz that li⸗ 
bertye being loſt, euery thing falles into the handes of the 
Conquerour, and next doth follow the infamie. and ſhame 
ok llauerie: the which of woꝛthy men ought to be chaſe da⸗ 
wap, euen vnto death it ſelfe. 

He people and the vulgare multitudes which dw not 

kozeſe future things, d frſte fale and ſe the perrilies 
befoze they haue imagined and thought vpon them: but 
excellent men, although they foꝛeſer perrities in apopulare 
Common-weale,ncither cannot no2 dare not mals pʒoui⸗ 
fron, fo: when they make demonſtration of the petrils an 
perſwade to vſe remedye,tmmediatily it is ſaivetheyp veſirs 
warres: and make lawe and pꝛohiditiuns in ſuch lot that 
he that would pꝛouide fo; the ſaetie of ths Citie, ther 
ſhould remaine no way ſoʒ him able to perfoarmthe ſame, 
wherupon it arifeth that maltingno p2onſlon, times do 
poſte awape, but when perrilles ars pzeſent,andcanot de 
auopded, then ſull of ſeare, they conſait wat is to be don. 
"Þ Vole menare wozthieof very great infamie, who not 

caring to be infamous , do not obſerus their — 


err =: 
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faith, neither their pzomiſes they haue made neither their 
{wozne.conuentions. And although euerp bzeache ol pꝛo⸗ 
miſe be infamous, neuertheles 5̊ is molt infamons which 
againſt capitalacions of peace, doth dzawe warres af- 
ter it. Foz if the ſacred cffcces of faith, and the obſeruing 
of othes be tab en awape: what remaines moze amongſte 
men that is god and godly, wherby one may put truſt in 
an other? and by which incongemences, the common cons 
uerſation and canpanye of men is bzoken, | 


E is maniſeſte to euery one, that nature hath graunted _, 
not onely to men, but alſo vnto b2ute heaſtes, a certaine 7+ 
deſire of libertts : to obfaine andkepe the Which libertie; 
- they enfoꝛce them ſelues with all dilligente and naturall 
induſtrie to perfoʒme all thoſe things that may maintain 
the ſame in them, and do beare great hate to all thoſe that 
they imagine to be contrary to theſe their appetites. And 
this is apparentlye perteiued in thoſe vnreaſdnabie rrea- 
tures, which are accuſtomed to remain domeſtically bound 
who ſo (one as they are vnloſed from them that gouerne 
them, with aces andgeſtures make ſigne,how grateful if 
is vato them to be loſte from thoſe bondes and Chaynes, 
and that they are able to goe at libertie where they lit, 
And therfoze if we beholde this naturall deſire ofliberfig 
to be in beaſtes, how much moze ought the ſame to be in 
men, who God hath made aboue all other creatarrs;moſt | 
pzudent and wiſe, andhath.endowed vs with reaſon and 
vaderffanving,to the intent that we may follow the oꝛder 
of nature, anddefend that libertie, then the which there is 
nathing among{ men moze derte and of greater pꝛiſe and 
vglour : And althoughnature the mother of thinges Yath 
graunted vs infinite benefftes,neuertheles the hath guen 
vn nothing, neither better neither ſweter'then libertiz/ . 
A Lthough wars art mode and taken ii/handfo; many 7 15 
ataũons, neuerthe los. there ho * 2 — 
IR b Oz 
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waꝛthy of pꝛaiſe, then that which is taken in hand foz the 
defence of our libertie and of dur Country, the which doth 
containe in it, aur houſes,our Childzen,our wiues,our fa- 
thers and niothers, riches,the Temples, and finally enery 
humaine and deuine thing. | | 
IJ Vere be two things in a Common- weale, the which al- 
though byeffen and name they are ſwete: neuertheles 
. oftentimes they haue bane an occaſton of great harmes to 
mightie and noble Cities, as peace and a reſtraint of mo- 
ney loꝛth of the publike p;ofit, Foz that perrills being pla- 
ted a farre off oz befo2e our eyes : either thep are not ſene 
oz if they be ſeen, whilſt we do ouermuch delight in ſparing 
oz in peace, we eſteme them fo (mall, that almoſte we are 
bzought.mto enery euident perrill, befoze we will pꝛouide 
foz the terrible name of warrs atthough we be in manifeſt 
daunger, and all to ſhun thc odious name of expences, 
Hingis no other then a man bought vp in deliacies, 
and as it is accuſtomed to be ſaid in \wadvle clothes, 
and is a man that hath nerd of a greate number of officers 
and ſeruants. From whoine if his wonted ſeruiccs be tas 
ken away: without daut he is of leſſe power then others, 
fozſomach as he is not accuſtomed neither wonted to erer⸗ 
ciſe neitherhis fiete, neither his handes, neither any other 
parte ot his body, but to line in idlenes. And Kings knowe 
better howto commaund then to perfozme. 
718 Hrn that th:ough baſenes 
ol minde dooth ſaffer thoſe occaſions to paſſe, wherby 
be might retouer his fate, aſure the reſt, i ſuccour others 
bnto whaine he is bound and beholden: as on the other ſide 
allo he that oner boldely 02 oner raſhly dooth commit all 
things to ſoꝛtune, where he cannot loke fo; due e wozthye 
recompyence of his perrills and travailes. 12452 
\V/ Lentherebe many mighty men and Cities confedes 
Tate together, it being convenient that many heads 
chauld be of ons (eife- opinion; it is impoſſible that they 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 86 


ther, aꝛ that they ſhould ble one ſelſe conſultation oꝛ bang 
ſoddainly things to effece,becaule they are not of one feli 
will and minde, but rather” euery out i ontly careful fo; 
his owne pꝛoper pꝛoũt. Foz mere mens tnindes are diſa- 
greting : there likewiſe their derdes fall out to bo diſagrees 


Dutagious men ought neuer to make account ofper- 20 
Ca te ede. Therfoze thols merite to be 1 
waiſed that vie endeuours, not only to deliver the mie lues 
from tirannis: but becom unto him that death aſpire vnto 
tirannie,ſo much his ſuperiour,that he haus greater cauſe 
to be greened and to feare them: then they him. 
Pb err err tne ome opt ore 721 

02 grace, neither thzough the inſtigation oz beneuo⸗ 
tence of others: but onlye in reſpec of that he knowes to 
be lawdable and beſt, aſwell foz the particular as 
commonitie of all. Andnouer toperſwade any but 
which ſhall be as agr@able to Ood as in tho ſight of men 
reaſonable, iuſt, and ſacred, louing rather better the pub- 
— a and the vmuerſall quiet, then his otone pzo- 

r 1 © 

Te. end of all enterpziſes is mos dneaſie then the be⸗ 722 

" ginning : fog to gine end to a begun enterpzile,requires 
tranaile. And a Ship doth freely cut Deas, al 
though the windes doo not blowe pzoſperoully, the 
ners alwates bending their ſaples in ſuch ſo>fe, that they 
goe fo ward vpen their voyage, but coming to enter in to 
the Hauen: it is neceſſary to haue pzoſperous windes, ha- 
tung to enter with their Ship in at a traight paſſage. 


A Captain antrat tocomfoztehis donner; butt. 5; 
to a glozious enterpꝛiſe, fo that to comfozte them to 
their wonted-wozks + adions is ſhamſul, not only —_— 
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Nr 
foz at the hands of the ouDiour a wu. ws 


ound onto, l nz nt Nt; 5 
724 1989 —— ö 


their 

with weapons from the bondage of their bodie: jt is 
no doubt but the ſhining ſtarry heauens doth receine them 
into a moſt happie quiet mantion and there doth remaine 
ä —— — 3 fog that thoſe, 
dye by infixmity,ds leaug behinde no memozy of them 
unt he that goes againll bis engmys, ene de dye, 


ene him. -;; 
„ hat doth: rus bis furne with the benefite of trai- 
iezth;ough the receined grace, doth take; therein 
© des -and guided in time 
to came with a continasit ſulpition, at one inſtant -dooth 
feare and hate —— baue beens benefi- 
call unte bim, and haue that in bimſeite, and pꝛoued the 
22 ——— perk bans 
of tradbuents. :- 1111127 62333 4; 

* scat fads are gccuFomed to be better direney 
725 th god — then with celeritie of time: fo: 
that, ſoꝛ the moſt parte a mature dilation, which with op- 
poztunity doch candu ta the, doth carry with it much 
— 5 re _—_— and eee curious ſpend 
in matters, when the are uned in time conuents : 
ent t not apt hath cut oi from many the hope to diſpatch- 
any thing : fo2 that the aneme doth mae easily onercome 
a multitude which ay yet ignot in oꝛder, then that which 
with ie wer people, but well i ed andoꝛdeted, dooth 

come to giue an onſet, and to fight. 
J99i4309t wellpzanaed fog one wnrre aud to goe a- 
t to take in hand ndther, is a great fol iy. to that 
chai eee ue, ag ainſt 
one 
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ane onely enemye, reaſon will Gat they be ouercome by 
their aduerſaries, 


To raiſe vpintime a Campe ſ2240y plac, haſhdireged , 
and reduced many to better foztune ; but the deſire to 
bo ſome glozious ad, and that doth taſte ofa valiant man: 
the ſame being not perfozmedin time, hath bzought him 
rather into flanerye e perpetual diſhononr, then made him 
glozious and donourable: fen that we are not to ſæke al⸗ 
' texandfollow the names of things, but rather art to gain 
the commodity of them : foz that the vertue of a man doth 
not ſdelee it lelfe in thinges that are new begun, but thoſe 
which are bzought to an ende do make him noble and fa- 


mous. 

P Voonemps doth han and ls thaſe that with a great 728 
mepatation and at one inſtant time goe to afſauit him: 
but thoſe thoſe which deſire perpetually to conſerue their bodies 
and remaine far off from the warres, are ſone ouertome, 
and made flaues : foz that it is of great unpoztance in 
warfare to haue pꝛompt and readie the willes of the com- 
batants,and when their mindes are inclined fofight, they 
are actuſtomed to accompliſhe manye egregious vicozies 
and famous thinges, but how ſmall and fewe ſoeuer thoſe 
valiant men and armed — vertuegare, pet they ſurpaſſe 

the great armies of the enemie 

Toe do not gaine great maile, that haue ouercome the 729 
lelle mightye,but thoſe alſo that with leſſe paeparatt- 
ons do ſurpalle the ref in greatnes of ininde. But to thoſe 
which of their pzoper nature are very timerous, it would 
fall out to be a great heipto them to be full of courage aud 
andacitie,fo2 that fo; the maſt parte, all thoſe whole (fates 
depend vpon ſterle and weapons, by deſpiſing perilles cou- 

ragioaſy;they.hane oftentimes bocome vido2ious. 
V VE ware wozeeadlye bras and kill thoſe that of _ 30 
things already done, haue carried away the vicos / 


_ vp i made pꝛoud * 
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by, then thoſe that without thinking vpon the ſame, be fal-. 
len dowae from the (ame: although they pzocad with their 
enemies in time to come moze timerouſly and doubtfully: 
fo: negligente and baſenes ds cozrupt alſo thoſe thinges 
that are excellently well oꝛdered, but travaile accompa« 
nied with care and diligence : hath aided greatly vnto ma⸗ 
nye, although Foztune hath bene contrarpe vato them 
foz that thoſe that with flothe and follye take in hand any 
enterp2iſe, are accuſtomed oftentimes to weaken tyem- 
ſelues,and tofaile in their fozces, but thoſe thatpzoced in 
the ſame with care and with diligence, are accuſtomed to 
encreace marneilouſly, 
731 8 — thoſe that are bone, the ſelle · ſame ende of life 
doth not followe, neither the very ſame chaunce and 
qualitie of death,as in many things it comes to paſſe,men 
are diſagreeing- amongſt themſelues : foz thoſe that are 
Cowards and not apt foz the warre, hauing firſt reteiued 
many iniuries, and ginenoccaſſon to cauſe themſelues ta 
be flouted of the enemy, actoꝛding to the peres that God 
hath molt oꝛdained, they finiſhe and make an end of their 
deſtinie, the which fo2 al that ought not to chaunce to woʒ⸗ 
thye and valiant men, who with vertue and withgreat 
glozy ought to finde the ns to end their lines; . 


=_— "08 thitbe taths do much m028 eaſilye obtaine the 


name of courasious, then thoſe that be politicke and 
p2udent,702 that he that doth take vpon to per ame anye 
enterpꝛiſe, ouer and beſidc his due tie,thzough the beneuo⸗ 
tence of any dne, vnto home peraduenture he ſeeme to be 
a valiant + wiſe man,obtaineshonoz: but he that — 
ly and with iudgement doth auoide any perrill, neither foz 
all that hath well performed thoſe things accozving to bis 
deftre,he ſhalbe without doubt actounted capable, though 
the occurrence ot the thing, and it it fallout accozding to 
his minde and iudgement, it will not ſceme vnto the igno⸗ 
rant 
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rant that he bath done any thing of himſelle. 

H Umaine thingesare ſometimes accuſtomed todeceiue 
much fo; that enery man being moztall,and it ſeming 
foeuery one, to be bardly apt foz the raſh diſgraces of foz- 
tune, it isneceſſarye(as reaſon will that he cleerly and mas 
nifelllyſe his groſenes and infolence,and neuertheles, al⸗ 
though he will not, yet he muſt nedes be ſubicc to the ne⸗ 
ceſſitie offoztune. 

We mays eaſilye flaht with thoſe that are halfe dead 


7 33 


with hunger, and much foner ouercome the ene- >; 4 


mee with dearth and famine, then with weapons, nei⸗ 
ther can we caſt moze ſharpe dartes, neither hote moꝛe 
ſwift arrowes againſt our aduerſaries, then thoſe of long 
abſtinence andfaſtihg: the which being a diſeaſe that con- 
ſumeth foꝛce, it is not nouriſhed with any other meat then 
with want of things to eate, and the penury of meate doth 
taſt to the ground and ruinate the foꝛte of weapons. 
IJ Vere is no Captaine lo karre out ofhis right ſences, 03 
ſimple Souldiour ſo raſh,that being able to fight with 
ſecuritie © aduauntage, will rather to his loſſe and perrill 
attempt the chaunce of battaile, and that maye without 
blowes 0z wounds receiue vicozie, will rather with blod 
put his health and ſafetie in doubtfull hazard, 


þ Tere one knows how flolie and without trauaile they 


with faſting, and can with great paine rule themſt lues: 
and he cannot very well perfourme any thing with them 
in battaile,that in other exerciſes hath conſumed his foz- 
ces: and there victo2y is ſpedilyec obtained, where he that 
is whole doth fight with the ficke : the ſtrong, with the 
weak, and the afliced with labour, with him that hath ne- 
ner taſted of any tranaile. | 

T is an-vxtreame. follye to abandon with the baſe 
of a woman, W 


73) 


do handle their weapons, whoſe armes are conſumed 7 36 


737 


— 2V.— — — -- 
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that which is gained with the minde of a man, and with 
the valour of a Souldier,and to giue into the hands of the 
enempe that which he hath as vet not gayned, together 
with riches not hoped ſoz, and thereloze what hope can be 
bad in them, 82 how mape we belteue that they are to be⸗ 
haue themſelues in armes, who making the p2ofeſſion of 
Souldiours, are onely made afraide with thinking vpon 
warres, and with the imagination of battailes: therefoze 
is it better to take a gloʒious death, then to deſire to liue 
to lead a ſhametull and vile life,foz in a ſhozt ſpace of time 
life doth leaue vs, but ſhame doth neuer leaue vs, even 
after death: but doth rather make our ſhame ſo much the 
longer and the greater, by how much our death hath bene 
ſhamefall and infamous. 


758 VV Pat fine of vicozie can we reteiue moze certaine, 


740 — trythevonete of the Commron-weal, 


then befoze the battaile to poſſe ſſe the ſpople, and to 
occuppe the enemies lodginges befoze we come to fight 
with them: and if is much better to ouercome ſecurely by 
putting the enemy in feare then fo put in doubt, and ha⸗ 
zard his ſaſet ie, with making pzwfe experience of armes. 
Pere is nothing moꝛe wert to him that is in calami⸗ 
tie then death: and that death is moll happie, which 
is hoped foꝛ and deſired, fo that ſhe doth not take awaye 
the delights of time but doth conſume the vnpleſant taſte 
of bitter and noyſome things, and as in pꝛoſperous things 
it is god to deſſre life, ſo in aduerſttie it isfif we call after 
Ci the parte and duetye ot᷑ a god Citizen; that he d 


and be ware that he de not harme without ſome fruit, and 
he ought not to leaue off and to flippe any it ſaying oꝛ ad 
foz the commodity of his Countrie, yea if mo coner, he 
could no otherwiſe then with his Nad pꝛeſerue rt. 
Tess wich baue adefire tofurnith and td#dtains am 
thing, are accuſtomed to differ in their wo os and their 


derds: 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 89 


dards: fozſomuch 7s they faine all thinges to obtain their 
intent,but after they haue once obtained it, they do not in 
any ſoꝛte abſtaine from the fulfitting ol their deſires, and 
befides this thoſe that come after do alwaies fozce them⸗ 
ſelues to ouerpaſe their aunceſtours in audacitie, thin- 
king that the like is ſmall, fo2 that befwze it hath bane 
committed, they choſe that which is bnaccuſtomed, as if it 
were a thing fit and wozthy foz them, betauſe if is behinde 
the opinion and exſpecation of men. 
Hole that hunt after and deſire the gifts of liberalitie, 7 42 
it is neceſſarpe that they pꝛouide and foꝛte themſelacg 
that they do not loſe the ſame at the beginning:ſoꝛſomuch 
as ſeruitude doth alwaies giue the firite and chefeft mo⸗ 
leſtation. It is a iuſt thing to mone warres, becauſe they 
will not ſuſtaime the ſame, but he that is once berome ſubs 
fect to others, and afterwardes would rebell, doth ſhewe 
himſelf rather to be a contumelious ane, then a iouer of 
libertye. 8 
12 warres it doth hot enlye benefife to be toe of men, 8 
although they be very warticke: but allo it doth benefite 713 
the ſmall number / if amongſt them there de fozte: fo thoſe 
that be few. map eailly ſet themſelnes in oder, and mape 
caſilye help one another: but great armies are of greater 
tranaile to be ſet in ozder, and beſides that they carrye al⸗ 
waies with them many vices of minde, andthoſe thinges 
that are of valewe in p2ofperitic, thzough enerye ſmall 
errour, are exſtinguiched, and become wozthnething. 
E as it is the act of vain-glozious and light men, to 
become pꝛoud in pꝛoſperitie, ſo is it the atte of men of 744 
vile and baſe mindes, to become afraideinorreurs and ads 
uerſities :foz he that doth ſo, doth ſhewe that he hath no 
| conffancicat all, e that he is ouer· light headed, to change 
himelfe firſteinto one parte, then info another: und that 
the ſtrong man offoztitude is he, that doth remaine firme 
. ſober and quiet, e⸗ 
= t. uen 


— ————— — —— 
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uen in thinges that be adminiſtred vnluckilp, to the intent 
he may be accounted one ſelfe perſon in all his actions, toʒ⸗ 
reading errours with right counlelles. if 


745 — 39332 —9——ů ů — mares doth 


7 46 


chage wars into peace: andit is a great folly to hope 
fo2 ſaletie by flying, and by caſting away lis armes 4 we⸗ 
pons wher-withall he doth deſend himſeife, and duch tauer 
bis owne pꝛoper bodye: and thoſe do being greateſt per⸗ 
rilles in a battaile, which are moſt afraide,foz that auda⸗ 
citie is as it were a molt ſtrong wall. 


Wen the Nobility gouerns a Tommon-weale, that 

gouernment cannot-be but god, and chefelye when 
they gouerne by loue, and haue an eye to the common be⸗ 
neſtte: loʒ that the Nobilitie being free from the occupati⸗ 
ons of Artifficers and handie-crafts, they may haue their 
mindes moze apt and turned to the management of the 
conſeruation of the ſtate : but when contrariwiſe the No- 
bilitye haue their mindes ; blinded with ſome paſſions , og 
cozrupted with baibes; then iuſtice running into ruine, tan 
neuer be found quiet noz in tranquilitpe: and ſpecialllye, 
turning that gouernement to the damage of the people, to 
the ſhame and infamie of the Common-weale. 


O pꝛepare fo warres, and at one time not to charge 


747 Der, to conſtrain vnto warfare thoſe h̊ would not 
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endamage, to take care of all thoſe things appertaining to 
peace and warres, and to do them befoze the eyes of the 
enuious, ot thoſe that are partiall, and thoſe that are ad⸗ 
ucrfarics: is away moze difficile, then that which a man 
would belteue. «nit ' 6 cas Net! 
| Lis net a parte appertataing (0 6.7790 Souldiour, to 
runne firſt to one ſide, then to another, fo2 vnto that cap- 
taine oz Souldiour; that bath no ſtedfaſt faith + a charge 
of impoztancce , cangot be committed vuto bin pannes 
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neither cannot be truſted with any ſtrong place: and ther⸗ 
foze vnto men that be ſtrong and of valour, it appertap⸗ 
neth moze to deſpiſe death, then to haue our life in ha⸗ 
tred: and oftentimes thoſe that be vile and baſe, are 
fozeced either thzough the tedious foyle- and trauaile, to 
pꝛouide foz themſelues and foz their owne pzofit, but 
vertue doeth leaue nothing behinde vnpꝛouided and vner- 
perimented. | 

Eceſſitie and fozce goe oftentimes befoze reaſon, and 7 4 9 

ch&felye in the enterpziſes of warres, in the which 
verp rarelpe we can be able to determine and to aſſcmble 
times, foꝛſomuch as the foztune of warres doth inſtruct 
euen thoſe that are ouercome, in the art of warrefare. 


WW Hat thing is of greater diſgrace, then to lament our 
ſelues of iniuries, and to pꝛepare our ſelues to war 7 50 

to our perrilles, and lying and hunning the Judge, make 
him our enempe? foꝛ that the Judge although he be wic⸗ 
ked, neuertheleſſe doth interpꝛete the Lawcs, but thy e- 
nimpe although be be iuſt, doth ſ@ke thy death: then 
therefoze we ought to pleaſe the Judge, and defend our 
ſeluesfcom our enen: to the intent he do not moue and 
raiſe vp our neighbours againſt vs : fozthat by pleaſing 
them, they become moze bentgne, and this is auopded by 
ſtanding alofe from him. 


.A Lthough valour and vertue, be accuſtomed to be 751 
commended in warrefare: neuertheleſſe, Foztune 
bath a ſwaye and rule therein: but it is conue nient that 
pzudent men amend their faultes and errours, and 
in pꝛoſperitie to be modeſt, foz rude wittes become 
pzonde , thzongh any happye ſucteſſe, as though they 
wore not to fight with men; and thoſe that be weake 
though anye- ſiniſter chaunce, looſe all hope with- 
out conſidering that the ſucceſſe of Warres doo eaſilye 

Cc2 change: 
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change: he therfoze is a moſt wanthy man, that in aduer⸗ 
ſittes can manly ſuſtaine the furies of foztune, and doth 
ſtudye fo amend bis wants 4 faults : but he that is negli⸗ 
gent,doth fall oftentimes in his riſing,and running heads 
long, goes altogiter info ruine : but if this oftentunes fall 
out where onelye vertue is, how much moze in warres ? 
where the Squadꝛons are of ſundzye generations, their 
mindes and their willes ſundzye, the place contrarye, ths 
raggednes therof difficile, and the ſpace of greund ſtraite 
tofight in. in which thinges foztune is of greater fozce then 
vertue, | 
751 VV Ven a Citizen perſwading publicke benefites, dooth 
not ſhewe therein any paſſton, in applying himfelfe 
fo pꝛiuate benefites, he doth eaſilpe encline the mindes ol 
the hearers, to all that which be deſires, but when in pers 
ſwading publick bencfites it ſeemes he hath a meaning to 
pꝛocure ſome pꝛiuate commoditie, oʒ his owne p2ofite : be 
doth nat fo eaſily bow and make fauourable the mindes of 
them that heare him. ö | 
753 | T1s a mozefilthye and infamous thing to thoſe that are 
in anpe dignitye, to gaine with fraude and with deceite: 
then by manifeſtand open violence, fo2 violence by all 
|| reaſon pꝛocedes from the power which foztune hath 
U giuen vnto ſome : but deceite, from the ſnares ot an vniuſt 
| minde, 
754. Vat wiſe Captain which with a god, vigilant and pꝛu⸗ 
dent eye, bath. inconſideration the enemies errvarcs, 
and dwth diſpoſe himſeife to aflault themhottelpe andedu⸗ 
ragiouſiy: nat in equali batt aile, oꝛ at an appointed time, 
not with like wil, but acroꝛding as he ſhall ſe his adugun-s 
tage, he doth obtaine vidoꝛie fo the moſt part 
| 2 | Make my aceonn6,that that Citie whichdopaytes from; 
/)) *th:ererciſeofbufines;and gines it felfo toivlenes, will 
ſone runne intaruine: and that thoſe men among lb all the 
reſt liue in greatoſt ſeeuritie, that dung the _ — 
| oug 
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although they were leſſe god,, without any contention, 
— their Common sale, without ſtrife and 
Ide. ä 
IN thote caſes that may envamage a Common. weale, it p 
is better to remaine pꝛouided to defend them, then to ex- 7) 
pect fo make p2onifion when they are come: and in all 
matters of warre, it is better te feare, then to dilpzaiſe: 
fo; that feare makes wiſe men to be alwaies pzonided , 
and deſpiſing foz the moſt parte dooth bzing vs vinto thoſe 
ends that are neither defiredno2 belcued. 
 Uerye well ozdered Common · weale, ought to pzocede 7 5 
faire and eafily to baniſha man fo2th of his houſe, and 
to ſend him into exile: who though his vertue 02 thꝛough 
his fauonr, either with his owne oz with fozraine ſtran⸗ 
gers, map be embzaced of his enemies, and that may moꝛe 
hurt them being baniſhed, then he could benefite, being at 
home in his owne houſe, 
P22 that it is a perrillous thing to tell the trueth bn- 
to Pʒintes, and ſpeciallye in thoſe thinges, that they 758 
are reſolutely determined todo, eſtæming them foz god? 
therefoze it ſildome comes to paſſe, that they are well 
councelled, and as theyought to be: fozaſmuch as if they 
tell the trueth, he becomes their enemy : if they flatter, he 
— their grace: and flatterye is moze ſecure then 
ritie. | 
14 the opinion and iudgements that be confrary amongſt 759 
themſelves : be not welleramined and diſcuſſed, we cans 
not ſo eaſily make choiſe of the beſt parte, but it is tonue⸗ 
nient to'vſe that which is firſt repozted:but when many do 
alleadge that which euery one doth belceve to be beft, we 
| maps mak&erhoicy thereof; asg we would do of golde that 
|  deth gie df tene: and being put to the touch, is dil⸗ 
cearnedivhithoy it vo pare oz not. 
A dite gains ofgireat: 2iſes, doth confi in good 
counſell, and although ſome froward hap dochaimee 
oY Ce 3 againſt 


— — 
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againſt all counſell this comes to paſſe, fo2 that Foztune 
dooth ouertome our pꝛouidence, but hee that death take 
naughty counſell, (although it ſucceede happily)is wozthy 
of blame, foz verpe ſiidome to the denices of euill connſell 
doth ſucced pzoſperous endes. 
761 9 — tounſellour ought neuer to hide the trueth, al⸗ 
though it turn to the pꝛeiudite ol his life: fo2 it is bet⸗ 
ter foꝛ him to loſe his life, then to kepe ſecret a god coun- 
ſell: foz that the end of things wil make manifeſt of what 
minde he was that did wiſelye giue counſell, and who did 
ſpeak things to pleaſe the Pꝛince, to flatter him: and it wil 
then follo we, that the god counſellour will be better belo⸗ 
ned being ſo dead, then the flatterer ſhall be eſtæmed, that 
remaines liuing. 
XI Any? chaunces in warrefare make men belæue, that 
men conſtrained ofneceſſitie,p2oced much farther thi 
their pꝛoper courage, and naturall fozce dooth beare: and 
heerby it comes to paſſe, that many after the ouer-thꝛowe 
— begin a new battaile, haue overth;own the 
ours, | 1 


763 T Vole which haue their life in giſte ofthe enempe, and 


accuſtomed oftentimes to dye with miſerie and with 
ſhame: and contrariwiſe all thoſe that conſider that the 
law ot death is common to all, without haung to fighting 
combate,a2 any other perrill:they goe to encounter an ho- 
nozable death: 4 ſuch as thoſe haue J ever (eene,arrive to 
a godly olde age, and during theirtife,alwaies to manage 
honoꝛable enterpꝛiſes, and ſuch as were ful of great pꝛaiſe 
and fame. : 
T ſildom comes to paſſe that any god counſel-ſhould not 


764 —— accepted ot all: foʒ that dur vnderſtanding 


being by nature giuen to ſettle and ſtaye it (elfe in true 
thinges, oz that haue great apparence of trueth, it is re⸗ 
quiſite that they ſhould embzate right caunſelles o good 
and true. TREE PP. tt Dt f Moi 

n n 320 The 
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T* ſpeach ol a light and ol an incouſtant perſon, is re⸗ 765 


puted vnp2ofitable and vaine w ha doth vnconũderat⸗ 
ly runne here and there without: any reputation oz honoꝛ. 
Contrariwiſe when it is knowne that any one doth carty 
greate reſpece to his faith: his ſpeache when he doth de⸗ 
ſire, pzaye 02 make requeſt, is much moꝛe woꝛth then the 
foce of any other. And the ſame chanceth when he would 
cauſe any one to returne to his obedience, be. doth farre 
moze baſely obtaine his deſire with wazdrs, then another 
with deedes, and his-thzeatnings haue moze fozce then o⸗ 
ther means s. erecutions and puniſhments: and he dooth 
bzing fa2th greater frute by pꝛomiſing, then any other by 
giuing 
N D man that deoth gouerne and rule others: can haue 


neither a mozegodlye neither a moꝛe honoarable ri» / 66 


ches then vertue, (uſtice, and the magnaninmtie of minde : 
Che which if any one haue. hauing together with the ſame 
greate numbers of freendes, and truſtie faithfull perſons : 
hee can not but be verpe rich, neither (hall be want anye 
perſons that thall reiopce with him in his pꝛoſperitie, and 
who in p time of aduerſſe foꝛtune, will conuerſe with him, 
helpe him and ſuccour him, 


þ: is no-doubte but that the touetouſnes of _—_ 


Officers, be apte and ſufficient, to make their goodnes 767 


and bountie infamous. Foz that Pzinces when they 
make warres, not being able (oz the moſte parte to be 
there in perſonne : of fozce they muſt put truſt in their 
Dfficers and Commiſſaryeg of their Campe. Who belee- 
ning that the Souldiours, may be dꝛiuen off and enter⸗ 
fayned with fapze woozdes and greate hopes: retaines 
8 — which Pꝛintes do lend to the Armnyetopaye 


N 1 —— Counnon-weales; but allo am 
ought of necellitie, by ho w much the moze they hey 
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rich in fozces ; by ſo much the moze to pꝛoture themſelues 
thoſe things, which at ſome time mape turne to their pꝛo⸗ 
fit, to the intent that when vecaſion andned requires, they 
may haue a defence wherewithall to heip themſelnes. 
769 Hs that deſires to ouercome,ought not to put himſelſe 
in flight: foz vicozie is not gained with our ſhoulders 
but with our hands: & euery victozie merites to be pꝛaiſed 
in enery plate, but that which is ſhewed + ſa”. in warres 
is wozthy to be celebꝛated and litt vp euen vnto heaven, 
foz that the ſame is viſtble, and doth ſhine in the middeſt of 
ſo mann perrilles, no leſſe then golde in the midſt of a hot 
flaming fire. 
Rom the beginning ofthe wozldit hath bern inffituted 
77 . foza lawe, that Cities taken by wartes, ſhould apper- 
taine to the conquerours: and beſibes this, the men, the 
monep, and what thing ſoeuer elſe is within the Citie, to 
de a reward ot the viaozte. 
— : ME eſterme it a great thing to gaine Empire, but 
7 much greater it is to kepe it after that it is gotten: 
fo2 that we oftentimes ſit, that manpe thꝛougd audatitye 
and foztune may take a Bingdome, bat hot muintatn it: 
whilſte it is gained with much diligence and rare; without 
Pzudence and Temperance, 
| 772 — pꝛopoztion oꝛ the name doth not make anpe man 
1 kreend 02 enempe: but the god 02 euill which we reap 
of things, doth make thẽ freenvs 02 enemies :Joutrig'thoſe 
1 that bꝛing vs god; and hating thoſe that bzing vs euill: 
| | neither haue men planted this lawe, neither haue we ta- 
| | ken it from any of our pꝛediteſſours, but nature doth teach 
it vs: and fo this riſpea, we le aus our frendes when they 
offend vs, and omdꝛace dur enemies when they do benellte 
vs: and that Titie which hath. engendzed vs, we lone 1 
when it doth well, and diſpꝛaiſe it when it ſhewes the ton⸗ | 
frarie,anddotheinil : und this falles not oufby reafon of | 
the place where it is ſet; but though the damage 02 
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thzough the pꝛoffite which chaunteth to be pe rtaurmed by 
the ſame, neither doth it channce only to pzinate perſons, 
to haue ſuch opinion of euery of thele thinges, but alſo vn- 
to all Cities and vnto all people. Demaunde nothing bat 
that which is accoꝛding to the deuine lawes, neither do a- 
ny thing out of the common tullification of men. 

Hat Captaine which dooth thinke that he can with 


haue ſane the enemie in the face: doth greatly deceine him 
ſelfe, 'Wherefoze in yaterpziſes of tmpoztance, it is no 
wiledome to (et an Armye of poung and vnexpert Souldi- 
ours, in the face of a Campe of olde tryed Souldiers. Foz 
although the General be moſt valiant and pzudent,ncuer- 
theles he cannot with ſecuritie ſerue his turne with thoſe 
that haue (mall pꝛadiſe in warfare. | 

'LY froupes and great multitudes of people, are very 


whome it oftentimes chaunceth the ſame that it doth vn⸗ 
to the Sea: Fo2 euen as the Sea by his nature doth no 
hurt to thoſe h̊ vſe it well: but if it be toſſed with furfous 
windes, it becomes lis to the windes wherwithall it is 
tumbled onenery ſide, o likewiſe the multitude becomes 
like to thoſe that manage them which are their Captains 
and counſellers. . 

JO me it ſæmes that Bauen townes are much liker to 


| wo2des, make thoſe men couragious, which nener / 7 3 


eaſie to be deteiued and perſwaded any thing. Tinto 77 4 


Sbippes then to the Land oz ſhoze : fog they haue in 775 


them a continuall concourſe and greate aboundaunce of 
Marchants, but that which is gathered and reaped of the 
frutes of the earth aud by the wozke and induſt rie of Arti- 
ficers, is moze ſure and doth continue longer. Foz this oc⸗ 
the auncient Empires foz the moſt parte, mere farre 
| off from the @eaes, and therefoze they did encreaſe and 
| 3 —— haſhetivayes bene an oc⸗ 
| caſion to ruinate 1 3 
| d. 92 
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Fo? that ſuſfring them lelnes to be taryed away with paf- 
ſions, they vie not their counlelles fo2 the common pzoffit 
but accoꝛding to theenilldiſpolitionof their mindes, wher⸗ 
vpon it followes, that thoſt which haue giuen god toun⸗ 
ſell, be deſpiſed, and afterwardes Pzinces by meanes of 
thoſe euill counſelles : ande thernſelues to be depꝛiued of 
their States D 
777 A Ltbough a Generall oe Ambafadour haue Commiſſi- 
on of his Pꝛinte toconclude any thing, nenertheles he 
ought not to take vpon him ſo mach anthozitie, that ther⸗ 
by their commiſſion ſhould become-raſh oꝛ licencious : and 
chefly when in the managing of things there is ſome point 
that may da hurt to the honour of his pꝛudẽte, the which 
thing the Ambaſſadour oughe not to ratiſle: neither to ac⸗ 
2 * thinge, befoze he haue aduertifed his Pzince 
thereok. | | SINE 
is no ſafefie foz a free Citie,tofauonr any parte, where 
778 Itwo Pzinces that are neighboures make warres toge- 
ther. And alſo to ſtande in the midſt and keepe a meane, 
doth not bzing with it greate ſecuritie, foz that theſe two 
Painces at the laſt maye agree together to ruinate them, 
_ thou haſt bene neither freende to the one noz to the 
other. 
] T comes to paſſe of neceſſitie, that thoſe that poſſefſe a- 
77 9 nything; could be laid in waite foz by many. Therfoze 
it is god that he pzeuent the ſnares of his enemyes, to the 
intent that thoſe that do repoſe themſelues in their owne 
pꝛoper godes, ſhoulo not fall into thoſe daungers like bn- 
= thoſe that thꝛough ouermuche aboundaunte do moous 
% N D freenddoth differ from an enemie by nature, which 
780 \ 1s cõmon to enery one, but by cuſtomes and by dieds. 
The which being god, makes enery ſtranger ſ&m to be his 
neighbour & familiar, but being wicked: makes euery man 
although a neighbour, to become a ſtranger. 


i 
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Ature hath appointed it to be healthfull and neceary g: 
ts man, that ſome ſhould be rulde and gouerncd, and 
it is impoſſible that without this ozder,anye thing ſhould 
perſeuere and go fozward any long time, and it is a conue- 
nient thing that one that is ruler ouer another, haue care 
oner conuentent thinges, and to comaund, but he that is 
ſudiect, it appertatnes vnto him to be obedient without 
any extuſe, and to execute diligentipe that which is com⸗ 
maunded him. 
Ae iniuries be done vnto a man, pet foz all that v g2 
be doth not euer lye vnder: neither he that is ſuperi- 
dur in power is alwaies a vanquiſhour, but the one 4 the 
other are ſubiect to humaine inſt abilities and the vncer⸗ 
taintie of Foꝛtune: and oftentimes the ends da not ſacs 
ce&d accozding lo the hopes that we haue, but quite againſt 
their thoughts and unaginations. 

Hat man becomes terrible, that either is iniuried o: 
reputes himielle to be iniuried, and verys many times 783 
beſides his fozce, he puts yinaſelfe into perrilles, carrying 
this minde, that either he wul auertome az nat loſe;withs 
out dꝛawing blode of the enempe: and they ſometimes 
are vanquiſhours, and ſometimes are cuercome : and now 
equall in power, now inferiour: it falles out that ſome dye 
altogither and ſome other obtaine the viaoꝛie of Cadmus, 


VV Ven diſcoꝛdes beginne among any that indenour 
tbemſelues to reſiſt viotence with violence, and 7 3-4 
knowe not that reuenge cannot be made with- equitie 
and humanitie, but accozding ta the appetite and licence 
which they take thzough weapons: it comes to paſſe that 
they make a circuler 4 winding compaſſe of enils, with- 
out end and it comes y there is ſucceſſiuely made a reſoluti⸗ 
on ot crueltie: foʒ that be yis vanquiſhour, doth abound 
in iniuries, e giues no end to his doing evil, and he that is 
dilgraced through the a and wꝛath of his „ 

d 2 in 
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ik in the beginning he be not altogither deſtroyed, he re⸗ 
maines in continuall deſire to reuenge himſelſe againſt 
him that did him iniuries. vntill ſuch time as he fiele him⸗ 
ſelfe ſatiſfied in his minde: and in like ſoꝛte the reſt of the 
multitude, although they haue not biene pertakers of this 
thing, neuerthelelle, thꝛough the pittie they beare to him 
that is ouertome, and thzough the enupe they beure to the 
vanquiſhoar: fearing alſo to ſuffer ſach line, and hoye they 
mape be able to do the ſame to him: and by this meanes 
the one halfe of the Citizens are moued to make ſedition, 
and the one and the other ſucceeds and followes on to euil, 
which is like to a Circulare and legitimate courſe, haning 
this occaſton to reuenge thoſe that haue bene oppꝛeſſed, 
and although they are p2iuately ſet fre, neuertheleſſe eue⸗ 
ry way they deſtroy the Common-weale. 


_ Þ Be inftruementes of Pateſtrates and of armies is ſo 


topned and lincked with humaine imperfections, that 
they are not apt fo2 the dininitie,as deuine wozſhips are: 
which raiſing vs from the earth, makes vs to appzoche 
neere to God himſelfe: and conſequentipe doth make vs 
moze pertakers of his vertus, then of any care of woꝛldlpe 
matters: where-npon doth ſpzing. and ariſe good fame, 
and after the ſame; that repatation which is holden in hy⸗ 
eſt degree, dzawing the of the people into a firme 
beleefe that we are exactly god, not in exteriour actions, 
but in inwarde tonſtiente: and beſides that inducing 
them ta holde fo2certaine;that we cannot erre, God being 
vpon our ſide: which lite wiſe is an occaſion that men re⸗ 
nerence vs with a certaine feare, not to offend vs: becauſe 
they will not offend together there withall his diuine ma⸗ 
ieſtie. 149 


Yen we take in hand an voyage, the ende is, to ur⸗ 
riue at that place whither we thinn to goe, the mit 
oꝛ meanets the way by the which we take our io urnep: fo 
in our affaires we onght to haue befoze our eyes, tie 

| conſiderations, 
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conſiderations, the end, and ſecurity to atriue with ſati(- 
facion,but when vnto thele two, fpede maye be iopned: 
then haue we fully all thoſe parts that appertains to pers 
fect affaires. 
O2 the two,offenſine watres is better then the delen⸗ 0 
ciue : fo; that hey dath aſſault,hath already thought 75 
vpon all that which is neceſarye tog him, and therefoze 
be is become thozowlye reiolnte: but he that is afſanited, 
is taken either vnpꝛouided oz pꝛouided: the vnpzouided 
perſon doth pꝛepare t defend himfelfe by fozce, and with 
out doubt hath infinite diſadnauntages;the which if they 
come to him though the (rand of others. he is excuſed: but 
if he know himſelfe to haue any might ye enemye,and bath 
not fo2ſcene the ſame : he is wazthys of blame, and dooth 
merite the name of impꝛudent. He that is pꝛouided will 
likewiſe be accounted not verye wiſe, if he haue not vſed 
allfozce and diligence, to be the firſt toiſſue and bzeak, foz 
that although befoze the chaunce do fall, it appeares that 
he is furniſhed with ſo much as is nedefull, pet vpon the 
dede doing, great ſfoze of wants diſcouer themſelues,and 
with long pꝛocẽ ding and continuante, foꝛ the moſt parte 
he growes wurſſe, and to fæle defects, foꝛ ſomuch as he fals 
vnto the want of Captaines, of Souldiours, of victuales, 
of artillerie,and ofother ſuch like things neceſſarye fo2 the 
ſatde defence: the which pzoceds becanſe he is not able to 
woke by entire fre choice and election , and that he is 
conftrained to do euery thing thzough mere netellitie, ve⸗ 
fides that his owne p2oper people do ſuffer infinitely, with 
the perrill oftheir totall rume, and with continaall feare of 
loſſe, without any hope of gaine. 
IJ Vecounſeflofa Pzince compounded of diners and ſun⸗ 788 
dꝛy perſons,is moſt commmended: foz many haue pꝛo⸗ 
ned many things, and all conſiſts in experience, betauſe the 
ſubiec is humaine actions, wherein we oftentimes ſe by 


Eg thing doth ſuccerde and fall out, which be 
Dd d3 reaſon 
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reaſon was not loked foz;and many men, beſides that they 
haue ſane much, haue heard many things and read much, 
wherby they poſſeſſe a diſcoutſe of greater effect, and like⸗ 
wiſe becauſe the affaires that are conſulted vpon are ma⸗ 
ny and ſundzye, therin is tobe required diuers and ſundꝛy 
iudgementes: and he that rules, hathj ſo huge a Machine 
vpon his ſhoulders, that he is fozeed to haue many armes, 
to — hand vpon to helpe him to fulkaine that heaupe bur- 


785 Te. counſellour of a Þ2ince ought both to be quicke and 


graue, to the intent that by his onely viuacitie, he be- 
come not vaine: and thzoughonly grauitie, groſſe and ſlugs 
giſhe: being quick he wil be vigilant, and if graue, he wilbe 
well ſtaide in himſelfe to giue eare: and in the ad of toun⸗ 
ſelling if he be quicke, he doth diſcouer difficulties, dooth 
pearte and le into them, and doth not loſe the courage of 
bis minde, and hath recourſe to pꝛouiſion and pꝛeuention: 
uad if graue, he examines and reſolues feares, perrils, and 
deter mines vpon the pꝛouiſions: and ſo muacitie makes 
him to fozeſee, and grauitie cauſeth him to pꝛouide, and he 
that doth pꝛouide, will: and he that doth fozeſæ, knowes: 
and he that will and knowes, and is not hindzed, and em- 
peched, map put his valour in execution: and fo2 that the 
quick perſon is ſubtile and ſharpe, and the graue firme and 
mature: the one doth ariſe moze by nature then by experi⸗ 
ence, and the other moꝛe by experiente then by natare:we 
may ſay that of viuacitp, comes wit, and of grauitp, iudge⸗ 
ment wherol pꝛudence is framed: and that gad wape and 
maner how to vſe the ſame, which is derteritie, ſo that fog 
the full perfection of counſell, it is neceſſary that viuacitpe 
and grauitie do concurrs therin, the one gtuing to another 
recipꝛocall helpe. 


* 


790 —— is made ol thoſe things that remaine alwaſes 


in one ſelfe koꝛme, neither of thole that do change and 
are notaʒious, neither of thoſe which although they be dif- 


le, 
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licile, neuertheleſſe there remaines and reſts not much, but 
when any caſe doth fall out, that hath manye ſhapes and 
tullours, ſo that it may change it ſelfe in ſundzy fozts, and 
take many fozmes, and that it doth impozte much either 
in apparence 02 in conſequence, oz in the one and the o⸗ 
ther ſozte : the which thing comes often, foz that often- 
times matters da fall out, which carrye with them ep 
doubts as are to be had in conſideration, 
] N the gouernment of a free Citie, where there is no hea 7 91 
that is vndoubtedlye Lozd and aiſter:euerpe thing is 
ſabicc top lawes, but in a Ponarchie men are not bound 
vnto them, but all that which doth pleaſe the Bonarch - 
bimſelfe, becomes Lawe in effec: the which he mape per⸗ 
kame, either by letters 02 by ſubſcriptions, either by des 
trees, o by woꝛds, 02 by edides, oz in ſome other ſoʒt: and 
even as the father of a famulye maye at his pleaſare alter 
the oꝛders, that he hath conſtituted in his houſc: H a 
Pzince hath ſo great authozitie oner his ſubit as as he wil 
bimſelfe : and mozeouer ſo much the greater, dy how much 
the moze his power is fre; and much moze alſo, foz that 
the ſame doth extend oner all the pzincipalls of the houſes, 
the Citie being all, and the houſe parte of all, 


S. it doth chaunte ſoꝛ the moſt parte that the people 

do taſte of extreame pouertie, and the Nobilitye ot ex⸗7 * 

treame riches, (in a Common-weale not well ozdered) 

it deſtroyes the fozme of ciuill gouernment : fozfomnch as 

thoſe that be extreame pooze,vſe induſtrie, fo follow traſt 

and frande, and thoſe that are very rich become pꝛoud, in- 

ſolent, ann inſuppoꝛtable: and finallye ſeditions do ariſe : 

the diſozders of theſe extreams,pzoceding ſo far fozward, 

that either thoſe of baſe degree, recommend themſelues 

to great perſons which are niightye, and therefoze able 

to giue them liuinges: oz great men goe about to gaine 

thoſe — and baſe degree, to make them partiall vnte 
wo, them 


— — — — — — — 2 — 
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them with the occaſion, by finding them euill ſatiſfied,and 
by having the meanes to entertain them, and ſo they may 
eafilye ſtirre vp tumults againſt the reg all power. 


7M T 'vat Citizen that would be holden foz iuſt, it is neceſſa⸗ 


rie, that be know how to diſtribute, euerpe thing to all 
perſons, attoꝛding to their degrees and dignities, and that 
he knowe how to defend the cuſtomes and oꝛders of his 
Countrie, to obſerue the lawes, and to be vpzight in con- 
trouerſies,and ſtand firme in conventions. 


794 T © amendentirely the cuſtomes of a Citie, to pꝛouide 


foz diſozders, to remedie (candalles,to take away abu- 
ſes, to rote out vices,to kepe in ſaletie the people, and to 


« conduct and bzing them to a vertaous and happy life:as it 


is a thing of very great impoztance,ſo without doubt it is 
ſo much moꝛe glozious and commendable. 


795 Þ Terr man carries great hate to thoſe, who towardes 


their benefacto2s do ſhew themſelues ingrateful, ther⸗ 
foze euen as it is a thing p2oper to authozitie, to nourithe 
vs with honour and pꝛaiſe, and that ſince we are thereby 
moued and infiamed to followe ſtudies thꝛough the ſwert- 
nes of glozy: ſo men of bye (ptrites,if they ſee the tranailes 
they haue taken foz other mens cominodities, oftcntimes 
fo be acknowiedged with benigne and gratefull mindes, 
they rejoyce in their honeſt trauails, and become pleaſant 


in thoſe perriiles that moſt terrifie and triumph in y mid 


of moſt cruell deaths, fince that with the ſpirite of fame, 
they are ſo noblye and wozthily maintained in life, where- 
fo:ewith great fozwardnes they aduenture their 'bovyes 
willinglpe, inticed though hope, that the fozce of benefite 
— to remaine impꝛinted in the memozyes ol men eter⸗ 
nally. 


7'96 "PF vogndquatiitng that are found amongit men, are 


confirmed either by vertue, either by long vie and ha⸗ 
bite, oz by natures, carrying with the an inclination ther- 
«2579 may from their fwadles;oz by a certain ar 


tobe ablsto attwints ſome 


02 determined inuention : thercfoze it is xt gulred 
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ſomuch, as whoſoeuer is c> 25 without ſfap and pil- 
ler of ſome of theſc qualities NN aper himſclle rather 
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FINIS. 
Captaine Hichcoc k. 


His ſaide Captaine Hichcock ſeruing in 
the Lowe Cuntries, Anno. 45 8 6. with 
two hundreth Souldiours: brought from 
thence with this Booke, the ſecond booke 
of Sanſcuinos politick Conceites,which shall 
_ tothe Printing ſo ſoon as it is tranſla- 

out of the Italian into English. 


